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New Mexico Public Education Department 

Dual Credit Opportunities for Our Students  

Overview: Refining Policy & Implementation—Why Now? 

 
 

The good news: New Mexican students are accessing dual credit opportunities in larger numbers than ever before, 

and students who participate in dual credit graduate high school at higher rates than those who do not participate. 

 20,213 unique NM students participated in dual credit in 2015–16 compared to 9,951 in 2008–09.  

 The state’s 2014–15 cohort high school graduation rate was 69.3 percent, while the high school graduation 

rate for students who participated in dual credit was 90.4 percent. 

However, the state does not have any regulations that ensure student readiness for college-level work.  

 There are no statewide rules that outline how student eligibility for dual credit is assessed. Each institution 

of higher education (IHE) sets its own standards, resulting in a wide variety of inconsistent criteria.  

 Of the IHEs, 39 percent of do not have a minimum GPA requirement to be eligible to enroll in academic dual 

credit courses (Legislative Finance Committee  Report, 2012).  

 Dual credit students with a college GPA below 2.0 may be ineligible for IHE financial aid after high school. 

 Students who are not yet college ready are currently being allowed to take college courses during high 

school but then are in need of remediation upon full-time enrollment. 

Further, the state does not have any regulations that ensure the quality and rigor of dual credit courses. 

 The average grade earned in a dual credit course taught at a high school was 3.0 and 2.9 in Fall 2010 and 

Spring 2011, respectively. The average grade earned in a dual credit course taught on an IHE campus in Fall 

2010 and Spring 2011 was 2.6 and 2.4, respectively (LFC, 2012).  

 Some general education dual credit courses are credited, not as general education courses, but as 

electives—while interesting and educational, these don’t advance students towards their degree goals.  This 

classification is dependent on the IHE at which the student enrolls (New Mexico State University, 2016). This 

discrepancy in how credit is awarded is due to perceived differences in content and rigor between 

institutions—with some IHEs allowing fewer dual credit courses to transfer as general education credits 

upon students’ full-time enrollment. 

Additionally, the state does not have sufficient regulations to ensure the qualifications of instructors.  

 Some dual credit courses are taught by high school teachers who hold a master’s degree but do not have 18 

graduate credit hours in the subject area; this situation may result in the course not being accredited, after-

the-fact, by an IHE. 

 Although students prefer taking dual credit course on their high school campus, providing qualified, dual 

credit instructors on-site at the high school requires extra resources (Doña Ana Community College, 2016). 

 The Higher Learning Commission intends to scrutinize dual credit programs nationwide for rigor, quality, and 

faculty qualifications—New Mexico has the opportunity to get in front of this review.  
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Moreover, student participation in dual credit courses can have unintended consequences if not carefully planned.  

 Excessive credits can limit a student’s financial aid eligibility. A student who earns more than 150% of the 

required number of credit hours for completion of the desired degree is no longer eligible for federal 

student aid and is often ineligible for IHE awards as well. 

 New Mexico IHEs only guarantee acceptance of dual credit courses that are part of the statewide approved 

general education core. 

 Courses taken outside of the general education core at a specific IHE may only be applicable at that IHE 

(therefore no transferring of credit from those very specific courses would occur).  

Lastly, dual credit is intended to save time and money by offering earlier college graduation after high school, but lack 

of adequate advisement means students are not actually realizing either of these benefits. 

 While only 60 credit hours are required to earn an associate’s of arts degree (AA), the average numbers of 

hours earned by AA recipients is 90.  For students taking dual credit, the earned number is even higher—97 

(Higher Education Department, 2016). 

 Degree programs often require specific general education courses, and failing to take the correct dual credit 

course adds avoidably unnecessary time to the degree. For example, while Non-Majors Biology is part of the 

general education curriculum and will transfer between IHEs, if a student plans to major in biology, the non-

majors course will not count toward the degree.  
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New Mexico Public Education Department 

Dual Credit Opportunities for Our Students  

Proposed Policy Changes for 2017–2018 & Beyond 

 

IF THE PROPOSED POLICY CHANGES ARE IMPLEMENTED—  

Moving forward, students can participate in dual credit coursework via one of the two following pathways: 

1. Via a College and Career Pathway— intended for high school students who are pursuing a program 

of study that leads to completion of a) an industry-recognized certificate in specific skill training area,  

b) an associate degree at a community college, OR c) a bachelor’s degree at a university. 

2. Via an Early College High School Pathway— intended for high school students who attend an Early 

College High School. These schools accelerate high school completion, with students concurrently 

earning credits toward a postsecondary credential. Dual credit practices are established in 

conjunction with the school’s institution of higher education (IHE) partner.  A school must have the 

“Early College High School” designation in order for students to enroll in dual credit via this pathway. 

The following guidelines will apply to the proposed College and Career Pathway: 

 Courses are selected using academic advising and are reflected in the student’s Next Step Plan. 

 Students follow a limited course selection offering that is consistent with the choices available in their 

specific program of study. 

 Students pursue courses in the sequence recommended for that pathway by the IHE partner. 

 Students taking dual credit enroll in no more than six credit hours per semester. 

 Course enrollments are determined, in part, based upon student’s admission status. 

a. Full admission: High school juniors and seniors who have tested proficient in reading and 

mathematics and have a minimum high school GPA of 3.0.  

b. Provisional: High school juniors and seniors with a minimum of a ‘B’ grade in their English and 

mathematics courses may take the first English or mathematics course in their program of study.  

c. Appeal: Students who do not qualify for full or provisional status may appeal directly to the Dual 

Credit Council if both the high school principal and the IHE dual credit administrator recommend 

enrollment. 

The following guidelines will apply to the Early College High School Pathway: 

 Students must be enrolled in an Early College High School (ECHS designation will be included in regulation). 

 Courses are selected using academic advising and are reflected in the student’s Next Step Plan. 

 Students embark upon course selection offerings that are consistent with the choices available in their 

specific program of study. 

 Enrollment eligibility requirements are established by local boards of education and the partnering IHE, 

consistent with the definition of an Early College High School designation. 


