
 
 
                                                        
My son is a happy 4th grader, who is 10 years old. He has been attending public school since he was just 3 
years old. He started with their pre-school program. We have always wanted him to be treated as typical as 
possible (he was born with Down syndrome).  
 
He has been in a general education or inclusion class every year. All of his teachers have been wonderful 
with him. We think that the best part about him being with his peers is watching how all the children interact 
with him. All of his classmates accept him for who he is. They know that he is different and he cannot do 
some of the things they can but like one child told me this year, "He can do things that we cannot!" He tries 
to do everything that his friends are doing. For example, he participates in all activities and does the best that 
he can. He wants to be like them. The children are always looking out for him and helping him when he 
needs help. They always make sure he lines up and that he stays with his class. They also encourage him to 
do things on his own without help. In 3rd grade, if he got into trouble in class (pulls an attitude or other 
behavioral issues) he had to move his own star on the behavioral chart and take the same consequences as 
would any other child that had to move their star.  
 
When it comes to doing class work, his teachers are able to modify his work. He is doing some kindergarten 
work and the other children get so excited for him when he gets the answer correct. Sometimes he gets 
pulled out for individual therapy and sometimes he receives his therapy in the classroom. He does not have 
an EA (Educational Assistant) assigned to him. However, there is one EA who comes into the class during 
the day to help him (if she is available). The special education case manager also goes into his class to help 
him at different times of the day. 
 
For the most part, he remains with his peers in the general education classroom. At the school that he attends, 
the children are leveled for reading and math to address their individual needs. He is in a smaller reading and 
math group that allows the teachers to have more time to help him one on one.  
 
All the children in his class take turns making sure he gets to where he is suppose to be. Two of the boys 
would help him with his pants in the restroom until recently when he learned how to open and close them by 
himself. For his birthday, a lot of the children decided to have a surprise party for him. They gathered gifts 
and made him cards. At lunch recess they gathered under a tree and had him open all the gifts. I was so 
touched especially when I found out that they did this without help of any teachers.  
 
My husband and I both feel that the least restricted environment has been the best in order to meet our son’s 
social and academic needs. 
 


