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Art 6–8  
Proficient and Borderline Proficient Performance Level Descriptors 

 

Proficient Students exhibit the following knowledge, skills, and 

abilities 
Borderline Proficient Students  exhibit the following 

knowledge, skills, and abilities 
Know  Skill Ability Know  Skill Ability 

Elements of art Create an original 
art piece within the 
suggested time 
frame 
 

Identify and 
defend/explain, in 
artistic terms, the 
element of art that 
is included forming 
a connection to the 
drawing/art piece 

Understand, 
analyze, apply, and 
reflect on the use of 
elements of art in 
artwork 
 

Elements of art Create an original 
art piece within the  
suggested time 
frame 
 
Defend/explain 
using art terms, or 
identify element of 
art that is included 
in the drawing/art 
piece 

Apply elements of 
art in artwork if 
given the 
vocabulary word 
(may not be able to 
reflect/analyze but 
should be able to 
defend/explain in 
relationship to art) 

Be familiar with the 
principles of design 
and  know that 
there are both 
elements of art and 
principles of design 

NA for this test NA for this test Know that there 
both elements of art 
and principles of 
design 

NA for this test NA for this test 

Vocabulary (posted 
in NMPED and EoC 
blueprints) 
Know definition 
 

Use vocabulary  in 
a sentence 
 

Analyze and reflect 
as needed using  
NMPED and EoC 
blueprints for 
vocabulary words 

Use minimal 
vocabulary; 
know or can find  
definition posted in 
NMPED and EoC 
blueprints 
 

Use NMPED and 
EoC blueprints 
vocabulary in a 
sentence 

 

Identify safe 
practices in art 
room; aware  of 
hazardous 
materials and tools 
in the room  

Identify and define 
the hazard and 
know how  to safely 
use the 
materials/tools 

Apply safe practices 
in art room; safely 
use hazardous 
materials and 
objects in the room 

Identify hazardous 
materials and tools 
in room;  aware of 
safe practices in art 
room   

Know how and what 
is dangerous or 
hazardous; are able 
to use materials 
and tools without 
injury   

May be able to act 
safely but cannot 
explain safe 
practices and  label 
hazardous 
materials and tools 

Identify the subject  Use subject  Create drawing 
using the written 
directions 

Identify the subject  Use subject  Create drawing—
may or may not 
follow the directions 

Identify the 
medium/media 
(pencil) 

Use required 
medium/media 

Create drawing 
using required 
medium 

Identify the 
medium/media 
(pencil) 

Use required 
medium 

Create drawing 
using required 
medium 

Define sculpture 
and recognize 
different materials 
and media 

Choose a medium 
and explain/defend 
using art terms why 
media was chosen 
based on effect or 
appropriateness 

NA for this test Define sculpture 
and recognize 
different materials 
and media 

Choose a medium 
or explain/defend 
using art terms why 
media was chosen  

NA for this test 


