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INSTRUCTIONS
According to NMSA § 22-8B-6(B) the Notice of Intent to Submit a Charter Application (“NOI”) must be filed by
the organizers of a proposed charter school to the Public Education Commission at the address below AND to the
superintendent of the school district in which the charter school is proposed to be located. Failure to notify may result in
your application being rejected.
The NOI must be submitted by 5:00 PM Mountain Time on January 12, 2016, the second Tuesday of January.
Notices of Intent that are not received by the Public Education Commission and the superintendent of the local school
district by the deadline may result in the application being rejected. When you send the NOI to the superintendent of the
school district in which your charter is to be located, you are strongly encouraged to send it by certified mail return receipt
requested, or request a signed receipt when you deliver the NOI. Contact the local district regarding electronic filing.
Notice to the Public Education Commission should be delivered by one of the following methods:
•

Electronically to:

•

By mail or personal delivery:

Charter.Schools@state.nm.us
PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMISSION
c/o New Mexico Public Education Department
Attn: Options for Parents/Charter Schools Division
300 Don Gaspar, Room 301
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

The NOI is intended to provide the Public Education Commission with the primary point of contact among the charter
developers, and preliminary information about the charter proposal, such as the school’s mission statement, the school’s
focus, the representative student population in the intended location, enrollment projections, key innovations, etc. (not to
exceed 5 pages).
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1. General Information
• Name of Proposed School
Desert Willow School

• Grade levels to be offered and enrollment projections
Grade Levels to be
Offered

Projected Total
Enrollment

K-5

120

• Primary Point of Contact
Name
Mailing Address
City
Phone
Email

Emily Aversa
2216 N. Cactus Street

State NM

Silver City

Zip 88061

575-534-4735
emilyaversa@gmail.com

2. Names, roles, and current employment of all persons on the applicant team, and qualifications of the team
members to establish a high-quality charter school
Name

Role on Team

Emily Aversa
Fiona Bailey

founder, academics
founder, academics

Qualifications:
Education, Employment, Experience

EDUCATION: MA in Special Education, BA in English EMPLOYMENT: Post-graduate st
EDUCATION: MA in Outdoor/Experiential Education, BS in Elementary Ed with a minor i

organizational planning EMPLOYMENT: Executive director of The Volunteer Center of Grant County, a non-profi
school budget
EDUCATION: degrees in Elementary Education and Educational Leadership EMPLOYM

Alicia Edwards
Vicky Smith

3. Model or focus of the proposed school (e.g., performing arts, dual language, college prep, STEM, Montessori, IB):
The Desert Willow School model joins two components to provide a fulfilling and rigorous education: these are Enki Education and a focus
on literacy development for all students. Enki Education is an innovative holistic curriculum, similar to Waldorf Education, that encourages
student exploration and construction of understanding, deep comprehension of subject matter, arts-integration, moving to learn, creative
problem solving, strong interpersonal relationships within a cohesive school community, the recognition and development of students' talents,
4.basic
Doesproficiency
the school
tolanguage.
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management,
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or direction
and
in expect
a second
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committed
to promoting
literacy development
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with dyslexia and a challenging curriculum for gifted readers.

in the school’s operation?

Yes:

No:

If YES, describe the entity and the role it will have in the school’s operational plan.

5. Does the applicant team or any members of the team currently operate any other schools?

Yes:

No: ✔

6. Vision/Mission statement. (2-3 sentences)
Desert Willow School values children's unique learning styles and needs, inspires learning through a rigorous arts and movement integrated
curriculum and cultivates belonging in community. Our vision is to lay a strong foundation for every student to become an educated,
compassionate, flexible thinker prepared to be a contributing citizen of his or her community.

7. Student population and geographical setting of the school
• Define the targeted geographical area of the proposed school from which you expect to draw a
significant number of your students.
Desert Willow School will be located in Silver City, NM. The targeted geographical area is Silver City and its outlying villages in Grant County.
Although we expect to draw most of our students from Silver City, we anticipate that families from the surrounding communities of Gila, Cliff,
Bayard, Santa Clara, Hurley, and the Mimbres Valley will be interested in sending their children as well. As a charter school, per state law,
enrollment will be open to any student in elementary school residing in the state of New Mexico.
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• Describe the student population including key demographic data (academic performance, home
languages, ELL, and special education populations in the location in which the school intends to
locate.
According to the Silver City Consolidated administration office, 1,428 children attend the district's 5 elementary schools, 14% of whom
receive special education services. There are 47 elementary students recognized as being English Language Learners, 44 of whom come
from primarily Spanish-speaking homes and 3 of whom primarily speak a language other than English or Spanish at home.
School grades given by the state as reported in December 2015 are as follows. (The first four schools are in Silver City and the fifth is in
an outlying community.) Our largest elementary school, serving 502 students, received a D; our second largest school with 399 students,
received an F; our middle-sized school with 250 children received a B; our second smallest school with 139 students received an F and our
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