enthusiasm for learning in the classroom. The lack of effective instruction in language in the elementary schools and the poor quality
of literature in classrooms across grade-levels is particularly alarming. Reading is the gateway to learning in every subject and nearly
2,900 students in these schools cannot read at a proficient level, let alone write or speak intelligently about what they read.
RPCS will equip these students to excel by providing proven instruction in the rudiments of language which will establish a solid
foundation for reading and the mastery of knowledge in core subjects across grade levels, as part of a coherent, rigorous, and
complete K-12 educational experience. RPCS's Riggs method will provide both a strong foundation for students who demonstrate
academic progress, and an effective remedial program for pre-existing academic problems we anticipate many of our students have.
History and research show that "explicit" phonics instruction, such as that provided in Riggs, significantly improves kindergarten
and first grade children's word recognition and spelling, significantly improves children's reading comprehension, is effective for
children from various socio-economic levels, and is particularly effective for children who have difficulty learning to read. RPCS's
CK Sequence will build on this foundation of literacy by exposing all students to a common, broad base of grade-specific knowledge
and vocabulary, which research has shown to lift student scores and to close the gap between more and less disadvantaged students.
Finally, the classical liberal arts approach has many award-winning documented successes within a broad range of school settings,
including inner city schools (Westside Preparatory School and Decatur Classical School in Chicago) and more "suburban" schools
(Ridgeview Classical School in Fort Collins, Colorado), despite the academic disabilities and disadvantages ofits students. RPCS is
working in collaboration with Hillsdale College's Barney Charter School Initiative (BCSD, which supports the opening and running
of classical charter schools across the country. There are currently 16 classical charter schools in 10 states that have been established
under the guidance ofBCSI. Each ofthese schools represents a broad range of demographics and is growing. RPCS's academic
program is proven, and when implemented in the context of a warm, cohesive, community, will kindle a Jove oflearning in the
students in the NW region ofAlbuquerque and provide the support and opportunity they need to reach their full potential.
Please Note: Should your charter be awarded, thefounding governing body could undergo a background check to determine ifit

qualifies to be a board ofpublic finance in the state ofNew Mexico.
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