WWJDC Abstract of Proposed Charter School

Wm. W. & Josephine Dorn Charter Community School’s (WWJDC) is a resident driven, USBC backed initiative that is intended to serve and prepare youth in grades Kindergarten (K) through five (5) from various socio-economic and racial/ethnic backgrounds and abilities to become dedicated lifelong learners.  The mission of WWJDC is to provide collaborative leadership within a community school that will engage learners; excite them about the wonders of education; teach them about the importance of our natural and built environment; and educate them on the importance of civic engagement thus opening doors for our children, families and neighborhoods.

WWJDC seeks to develop in students a true appreciation, respect and desire to protect the natural and built environments through hands-on experiences in community gardens and urban tree nurseries, supporting our approach to instill a love and respect for nature.  This ‘environmental classroom’ is based on the success of USBC’s University-Assisted Community Schools model that provides after-school and summer literacy based educational experiences that combine structured teaching and hands-on activities to develop the sense of curiosity, exploration and love of learning among South Broadway youth and their families. Our students will develop foundations for learning and thinking that will prepare them for a successful elementary experience and equip them with skills for future success in secondary and post-secondary education/careers. 


The William W. and Josephine Dorn Charter Community School’ (WWJDC) is proposed to be located at: 1119 Edith Blvd. S.E., Albuquerque, NM, 87102.  The proposed grade levels for the school are Kindergarten (K) through five (5). In our opening year, we anticipate enrolling a maximum of 90 students in grades Kindergarten (K) through two (2).  In subsequent years, we will enroll an additional thirty (30) students yearly until we reach 180 students in year four of operation. This gradual growth plan, with a cap of 180 students, will allow us to develop a cohesive school culture that is family centered and community oriented which will enable us to develop substantive extracurricular opportunities providing students with a variety of academic and social outlets.  

WJDC recognizes that there are many risk factors that surround students and their families that impact the academic proficiency and social/emotional abilities of at-risk students. Through a constructivism approach to learning WWJDC will provide a rigorous, relevant and challenging education that is underpinned by a cohesive web of relationships. This will develop a strong culture reinforced by families and community members. In addition, there will be an emphasis on reading, (decoding, phonological awareness and comprehension), math, science, ethics, and presentation skills supported by a community-based environmental curricula. 

 Our environmental and academic setting will be structured around scholarship, stewardship and personal growth cultivating students’ virtues of courage, compassion, integrity, perseverance, and respect for self and others, as well as, respect for the natural and built environment.  

