ABSTRACT – Abbie Paiz Charter High School
 “To provide an integrated instructional program that is culturally competent, student centered and family focused in order to mitigate the risk factors/barriers that often interfere with the student’s ability to benefit from the educational services and supports being provided that will help our students increase their academic achievement, maximize their learning potential, graduate and be college and career ready with the skills needed to be productive and healthy adults.”

APCHS’ commitment is to have an administration, faculty and support staff that believe in and exhibit care and concern for each student daily that attend APCHS. To achieve this level of commitment all personnel at APCHS will ensure that instructional delivery is culturally competent, student centered and family focused. This daily demonstration will enhance the intrinsic values within each student, promoting self-responsibility and accountability for self-progress and achievement. The following are additional foundations of APCHS:

· To serve disenfranchised students within the Belen Consolidated School District in grades 9-12 who timely submit a completed application and are selected for enrollment through an open lottery process.

· To provide culturally competent instructional supports and strategies that are student centered and family focused;

· To foster an educational program aligned with the NM Standards and Benchmarks that provides every student the opportunity to achieve academically and socially; 

· To utilize instructional programs, supplemented by technology, that are either scientifically research-based or evidence-based best practices;  

· To utilize short-cycle assessments, as well as, teacher formative assessments that measure individual student performance in preparation for State mandated assessments.

· To review quarterly academic and social progress of all students to ascertain the status of meeting the established goals of APCHS.  

· To implement social emotional learning strategies/activities throughout the instructional environment of APCHS designed to enhance resiliency and academic success of each individual student. 

· To identify risk factors that are likely to increase barriers to learning as well as the chances that an unacceptable behavior related incident will occur. 

· To provide protective factors, external to the student, in order to buffer (resiliency) the effects of adversity.

Within this context it is the intent of APCHS to bring all ‘hands together to play in the same sandbox.’ It is foundationally critical that all stakeholders collegially mold the same sand and build APCHS into a ‘Castle’ of strength and hope for the students enrolled, as well as, for future generations.

