ABSTRACT – Achieve Academy
Achieve Academy will focus on the need for students of all abilities to receive career education in a work environment in order to successfully transition from school to work after graduation. The mission of Achieve Academy is to provide a vocational learning environment that empowers students of all abilities particularly special needs students, grades 10 through 12, to experience successful transition into the workforce through career education.

Achieve Academy (AA) will provide a comprehensive approach to achieving our mission through an education plan that includes career assessments, individual career plans, career education, job placement and comprehensive support necessary to obtain a job when students graduate from high school.  The school also aims to provide an alternative to students with disabilities who are at-risk or who are unsatisfied with the offerings of a traditional school environment.
The philosophy of the AA is that students of all abilities can learn and can achieve their unique personal and vocational goals, leading them to a successful, desirable, and productive life after graduation.  While the primary focus of Achieve Academy is on successful transition from school to work through Career Education, we will offer a thorough academic curriculum, addressing individualized learning plans. Career Education not only emphasizes finding the best career for a student but also addresses the other areas of importance that support the student in obtaining, maintaining and upgrading their career choice.  Each of these components will be taught through the Outcomes Based Education approach. Outcomes Based Education (OBE) is a model that creates a set of outcomes unique to each student, allowing them to demonstrate their current capabilities and setting goals aligned with standards that are measurable and achievable and promote advancement. 

Achieve Academy has an overarching philosophy that promotes student empowerment to set and achieve goals in a self-paced and inclusive environment. The Education Plan takes into account the fact that each student is unique and therefore creates an Outcomes Based approach that is synergistic with the E2020 self-paced curriculum all while providing the framework for a successful inclusive environment.

Achieve Academy will partner with Adelante Development Center, Inc. ("Adelante") to provide opportunities for students to be placed in a work environment.  Adelante, established in 1978, is a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization that operates several businesses making it the largest employer of individuals with disabilities in New Mexico. These businesses provide valuable services such as bulk mailing, document shredding and imaging for businesses throughout the state, while at the same time, providing employment for nearly 400 people with disabilities.  Adelante is one of the largest employers in Central New Mexico with nearly 1,000 employees.

With this comprehensive approach and the ability to access supports through the partnership with Adelante Development Center, we believe that Achieve Academy will provide a viable solution to students of all abilities who are at-risk or unsatisfied with offerings in the traditional school system.

