Abstract of Proposed Charter School:
The EDGE Academy

Excellence & Distinction in Gender Education
The EDGE Academy is a public, tuition free, charter school that is open to all students who may voluntarily choose to attend.  The EDGE utilizes single gender classrooms and serves grades 6-12.  The school will be organized as two different and innovative Academies - one for the boys and one for the girls. The EDGE embraces the idea of incorporating rigor, relevance, and relationships in order to create socially responsible young adults, who can read, write, communicate, and calculate with clarity using current technologies and resources.  Gender specific classes offer a safe learning environment that is technology rich, emphasizes team building and critical thinking skills, and uses project and research based materials.  Single gender classrooms will be taught by teachers trained in methodologies that best suit individual styles.  Teachers will participate in ongoing professional development in order to align with the school’s mission and to be apprised of the most current techniques and strategies.  EDGE values teacher training and accountability along with business, community and parent involvement.  The EDGE Academy has high expectations for students, staff, and families and believes in the education of the whole student; body, intellect, and moral fiber.  Families will be required to commit time to the school while staff and community members will serve as mentors to the students.    Ultimately, each student’s unique differences and varying abilities will be embraced at The EDGE Academy.
Community/service learning will be an integral part of The EDGE curriculum.  This provides relevance to the curriculum and develops relationships within the community.  Community/service learning offers many positive aspects.  When students participate in community service, it enhances their attractiveness to college admissions representatives; it increases confidence and teaches skills that will last a life time.  Service to community improves a student’s ability to complete tasks, deal effectively with adults, foster social development and increase problem solving skills. Choreographed socialization opportunities between the genders will occur during community/service learning providing a venue for developing appropriate relationships. In addition to providing socialization opportunities during this time, joint activities between the Boys and Girls Academies will be integrated within the curriculum.  
The educational philosophy of The EDGE is deeply rooted in research.  The EDGE understands that boys and girls learn and develop differently.  The EDGE Academy will take advantage of these different developmental rates to enhance the learning opportunities for both boys and girls to promote their learning capabilities.  The EDGE Academy believes, in conjunction with other educational best practices and quality training of teachers, single-sex classes can add to the advantages of a superior education in both the academic and non-academic arenas of students’ lives.  

