Abstract – Uplift school of Expeditionary Learning
Uplift School of Expeditionary Learning, a K-8 school in Gallup, NM, brings to children and families of McKinley County innovative, relevant, community-centered, project-based education and a school culture based on high quality work and self-discovery.

At Uplift School of Expeditionary Learning students and teachers are mutually engaged in relevant learning that results in meaningful contributions to their community within a nurturing environment that awakens individual voice, initiative, critical thinking, and creativity. Their work is grounded in skillful use of language, math, science, social studies and the arts, and it builds upon the dynamic, diverse cultural heritage of the region.

Expeditionary Learning is a national model that promotes rigorous and engaging curriculum, active, inquiry-based pedagogy, and a school culture that demands and teaches compassion and good citizenship. At the heart of EL are learning expeditions, interdisciplinary units aligned with state standards. The EL approach is experiential and project-based, involving students in original research—with experts—to create high-quality products for audiences beyond the classroom 

Uplift School of Expeditionary Learning is based on the EL Design Principles and Core Practices and works toward a high level of EL implementation. Teachers at USEL design learning expeditions to address issues relevant to students and the multicultural community, modeling habits of work upon which the school culture is built.
