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TO: Chair of The Governing Council, Creative Educational Preparatory Institute
FROM: Tony Gerlicz, Director Options for Parents, Charter School Division
RE: Final Recommendation on CEPi#1 Renewal Application

DATE: December 2, 2013 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

FINAL RECOMMENDATION OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL DIVISION
CEPi#1 has developed and implemented a school program that meets the needs of its target student population and all stakeholders appreciate the safe and supportive learning environment and the commitment of staff to the students.  CEPi #1’s  blend of online and face-to-face instruction  offers flexible scheduling and regular progress monitoring.  The school’s emphasis on individualized programs and schedules allows for a high degree of instructional flexibility and support as well as student acceleration.  As a result of this flexible and individualized approach, CEPi #1 often targets an at-risk/at-promise student population.  Parents and students appreciate the model, as progressing through courses, earning credits, and preparing for post-secondary learning or careers is more manageable as a result of CEPi #1’s approach.  

Recommendation:  CEPi#1 has demonstrated in its renewal application and at the school site visit that it has made substantial progress toward achievement of departmental minimum educational standards, organizational/governance, legal and material compliance, and has met generally accepted standards of fiscal management.  Therefore, the CSD recommends that CEPi#1’s renewal application be approved by the New Mexico Public Education Commission for a five year term with the following condition:

1. Clarifying the school’s definitions of “cohort” groups when they re-negotiate a new contract should they be renewed.

2. If the school uses MAP data as its SCA, then the school should be clear about the connection between grade level growth and RIT scores and/or other measures.



