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TO: Chair of The Governing Council, Ralph J Bunche Academy (RJBA)
FROM: Tony Gerlicz, Director Options for Parents, Charter School Division
RE: Final Recommendation on Ralph J Bunche Academy Renewal Application

DATE: December 2, 2013 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

FINAL RECOMMENDATION OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL DIVISION
The Governing Council of the RJBA has weathered some difficult storms and CSD witnessed their resolve and their professionalism.  Indeed the school has not had an easy history since its inception and it continues to struggle to find its footing.  What is of most concern to CSD is that so little academic progress has been made since the CSD recommended non-renewal three years ago. In its eighth year of existence, RJBA students still struggle academically.  In addition, this year will present another challenge as the school’s enrollment is down nearly 30%. 

CSD received a Special Education complaint from RJBA staff and referred the complaint to the SPED bureau of PED and is currently awaiting further action. 

CSD apologizes for misinformation regarding RJBA’s Governing Council and accepts the corrections in RJBA’s submitted response to the preliminary analysis.  In addition to these corrections, RJBA provides a plethora of additional data, some of it new, including information that connects the NWEA-MAP RIT scores to grade level growth.  As listed in the new chart provided, the numbers indicate grade level growth.  However, CSD needs more information regarding these growth numbers in order to analyze.  For instance, what scale was used to make the translation provided, and what was the “N” or number of students in the referred to cohort group? If the “N” is very small, it renders the conclusion unreliable.  Lastly, CSD questions whether the analysis provided by RJBA aligns with the SBA information. 

Recommendation:  As committed as the new staff demonstrated, RJBA has a pattern of non-performance which was noted well by both CSD and PEC in 2010.  The school had three years to demonstrate adequate academic growth and has not done so.  In fact, there is evidence that students have regressed in their learning, particularly in mathematics.  CSD believes eight years is sufficient time to show that academic improvement results from the models developed by charter schools.  We believe that if after the second charter term, albeit a short one, academic growth and improvement is not shown, then it is time to close the school.

Based on statute 22-8B-12, which states: 

A charter school may be approved for an initial term of six years; provided that the first year shall be used exclusively for planning and not for completing the application. A charter may be renewed for successive periods of five years each. Approvals of less than five years may be agreed to between the charter school and the chartering authority.  .   A charter may be suspended, revoked or not renewed by the chartering authority if the chartering authority determines that the charter school did any of the following:

(2) failed to meet or make substantial progress toward achievement of the department's minimum educational standards or student performance standards identified in the charter contract; 

We believe that Ralph J Bunche, which had its initial charter extended for a period of three years in 2010, has failed to demonstrate that it has made substantial progress toward achievement of student academic performance standards in its charter contract.

The CSD recommends that the charter for the Ralph J Bunche Academy not be renewed.



