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FROM: Tony Gerlicz, Director Options for Parents, Charter School Division
RE: Final Recommendation on The International School at Mesa del Sol
 Renewal Application (TISMS)
DATE: December 2, 2013 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

FINAL RECOMMENDATION OF THE CHARTER SCHOOL DIVISION
In some ways, TISMS is a victim of circumstances that have significantly influenced its four and a half year history and these circumstances were emphasized in both the site visit and in the renewal application.  The school was birthed with a vision and opportunity to provide a neighborhood school for the development of the Mesa del Sol development to be constructed on the mesa south of Albuquerque’s airport.  Unfortunately, the economic collapse of 2008 occurred immediately after approval of the charter, including the loss of the corporate partner, Forest City LLC and its branch partner, Mesa del Sol, LLC. The school was stuck in a location some distance away from a population center, having to transport portables each year to meet the addition of a grade per year.  In two out of the past three years, the school has had to delay the opening of school to accommodate placement of portables.

Regardless, the school has much of which to be proud.  Students reported a high sense of satisfaction with the school and gratitude for its existence.  It was the first public school in New Mexico to employ the International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum at the elementary and middle school levels.  Leadership guided the school through Primary Years Program authorization from the IB North America office which is no small feat. The story continues as the school works towards certification for its MYP (Middle Years Program).   

In the TISMS’ response to CSD’s Preliminary Analysis, they correct data from ’09-’10.  CSD accepts the corrections.  The school also provides cogent explanations for the high teacher turnover.

The strain described above may be a cause of the decline of the academic performance of the school.   CSD believes not meeting the educational needs of the increased number of special education students is tied to the school’s decline in the performance of its lowest 25% of students.  

Recommendation:  CSD recommends placing The International School Mesa del Sol on a Correction Action Plan and extending the renewal of the contract by three years.  The Corrective Action Plan shall have the following conditions placed on the school:



