
Item No. 8 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

I. Public Education Commission Meeting Date: May 11, 2018 
II. Item Title: Discussion and Possible Action on Governance Changes and Reporting Policy  Non-

Compliance 
A. Dream Diné Charter School 
B. Dził Ditł'ooí School of Empowerment, Action, and Perseverance 
C. Six Directions Indigenous School 
D. La Academia Dolores Huerta  
E. Explore Academy 
F. Health Leadership Academy 
G. La Tierra Montessori School of the Arts and Sciences  

III. Executive Summary and Proposed Motions: 
 
Introduction 

 Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract requires schools to notify the PEC, through the CSD, within 30 
(thirty) days of a member’s resignation or designation of a new member, and sign the appropriate forms 
to ensure that the governing body continues to qualify as a board of finance. The contract further 
requires the school to fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 days from the vacancy or 
seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing. 

In the tracker and materials following, CSD is presenting information to the commission regarding 
schools that have failed to comply with these requirements.  CSD is seeking approval to provide a formal 
notice of non-compliance, which is also included in the materials.  

Proposed Motion 

- Move to direct CSD to send a formal notice of non-compliance to the governing body of 
__________, which has failed to comply with the reporting requirements in Section 8.10(b) 
of the charter contract. 
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School Name

• Resignation
• Removal
• Term Expired

Outgoing 
Member's 
Name

Date of 
Action

Reported 
Timely

Days 
Overdue 
for 
Reporting

Completed 
Documentation

Days 
Overdue for 
Complete 
Submission

Position 
Closed

Minutes 
Received

Extension 
Requested

Incoming Member's 
Name

Date of 
Action

Filled 
Timely

Days 
Overdue for 
Designation

Reported 
Timely

Days 
Overdue 
for 
Reporting

Completed 
Documentation

Days 
Overdue for 
Complete 
Submission

Number of 
Currently 
Seated 
Members Compliant

Days Non-
Compliant

Training 
prior to 
voting

Dream Diné Charter 
School Unknown Jeremy Simpson 10/16/2017 Unk N 140 Y 167 5 Y Y
Dream Diné Charter 
School Unknown Jasper Joe 10/16/2017 Unk N 140 Y 167 6 Y Y
Dream Diné Charter 
School Removal Ira Vandever 12/18/2017 N 77 Y 77 N N Lance Whitehair 12/18/2017 Y N 77 N 97 ?

Dzit Dit'Looi School of 
Empowerment Action and 
Perseverance (DEAP) Resignation

McKeon 
Dempsey 4/28/2017 N 8 Y N N Gavin Sosa 6/14/2017 N 2 N 41 Y 41 6 Y N/A

Dzit Dit'Looi School of 
Empowerment Action and 
Perseverance (DEAP) Resignation

Shayla 
Yellowhair 9/29/2017 N 4 Y Y

By Annual 
Report 5 Y

Dzit Dit'Looi School of 
Empowerment Action and 
Perseverance (DEAP) Removal Ryan Dennison 3/7/2018 N 5 Y N N Delmaline Muskett 4/11/2018 Y Y N Due 5/8/18 5 Y Unknown

Explore Academy Resignation
Robert 
Morrison 7/1/2017 N 6 Y N Ray Barton 7/10/2017 Y Y Y 6 Y N/A

Explore Academy Resignation Kelly Gwartney 7/10/2017 Y Y N David Kulb 7/10/2017 Y Y Y 6 Y N/A

Explore Academy Resignation
Gloria Lueras-
Kidd 10/28/2017 N 155 Y N N John Garletts 11/14/2017 Y N 138 N 131 6 Y N

Health Leadership High 
School Resignation Ryan Harrigan 1/27/2017 Y Y N N Abukko Estrada 5/25/2017 N 73 N 74 Y 8 Y N/A
Health Leadership High 
School Resignation Melissa Steffan 10/13/2017 N 145 Y 148 N N N 158

La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Resignation

Carmen 
Gallegos-
Marrujo 9/2/2017 N 190 Y 180 N N Elaine Palma 9/7/2017 Y N 185 Y 175 6 N N

La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Term Expired

Spencer 
Herrera 9/7/2017 N 185 Y 175 N N Michael Sena 2/21/2018 N 122 N 18 Y 8 6 N 122 Y

La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Term Expired

Elena 
Hinderlich 9/7/2017 N 185 Y 175 N N Patty Montoya 2/21/2018 N 122 N 18 Y 8 7 Y Y

La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Resignation

Sarah Luz 
Ramos 1/22/2018 N 48 Y 38 N N Robert Palacios 2/21/2018 Y N 18 Y 8 7 Y Y

La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Resignation

Michelle Saenz-
Adames 1/30/2018 N 40 Y 30 N N 8 N 49

La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Resignation Clara Lopez 9/4/2017 N 189 Y 179 N N Adrian Gaytan 2/21/2018 N 125 N 18 Y 8 8 Y Y
La Academia Dolores 
Huerta Resignation

Mariaelena De 
la Rosa 11/3/2017 N 136 Y 125 N N Yolanda Silva 2/21/2018 N 65 N 18 Y 16 8 Y Y

La Tierra Montessori 
School of the Arts & 
Sciences Resignation

Marcia 
Brendon 10/24/2017 N 55 Y 17 N Amy Larsen 10/24/2017 Y Y Y 5 Y Y

La Tierra Montessori 
School of the Arts & 
Sciences Resignation Marcie Davis 1/12/2018 N 14 Y N N Steven Lujan 3/26/2018 N 28 N 12 N 2 4 N 115 Unknown
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La Tierra Montessori 
School of the Arts & 
Sciences Resignation Ben Sandoval 3/23/2018 Y Y N N

Needed to 
be filled by 
5/7/18 4 N 115

Six Directions Indigenous 
School Resignation Neomi Gilmore 5/12/2017 N 26 Y 88 N N Sam Crowfoot 6/14/2017 Y Y Y 88 5 Y N/A
Six Directions Indigenous 
School Removal

Philmer 
Bluehouse 6/14/2017 Y Y 88 N N Oliver Tapaha 6/14/2017 Y Y Y 88 5 Y N/A

Six Directions Indigenous 
School Resignation

Madeline 
Leyba 8/2/2017 N 10 Y 194 N N Dr. Tamarah Pfeiffer 9/6/2017 Y Y Y 225 5 Y Y

Six Directions Indigenous 
School New Position Lane Towery 2/19/2018 N/A Y Y 5 6 Y Y
South Valley Preparatory 
School Enriquita "Etta" Cavalier 3/22/2018 N/A Y Y 6 Y Y

The MASTERS Program Resignation Monique Anair 3/27/2018 Y Y N Y
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School Governance Change 
 

Dream Diné Charter School 
On October 19, 2017, the school submitted their Annual Report.  It stated there would be 7 seated 
members, but our records only indicated 5 members.  The minutes accompanying the report did not list 
Ira Vandever, so the school was contacted for clarification.  The response indicated that Mr. Vandever 
was still on the board and that there were an additional 2 members of which we had no record.  
Documentation was requested at that time for Jeremy Simpson and Jasper Joe.   No documentation was 
received. 
 
The school was contacted again on November to request updated membership information.  No 
documentation was received.  
 
On April 4, 2018, a Change of Governing Body Membership form was sent in regarding the designations 
of Jeremy Simpson and Jasper Joe.  Accompanying minutes indicated that Mr. Joe and Mr. Simpson were 
voted onto the board on October 16, 2017.  At the same meeting, Ms. Mohs and Ms. Valenski were 
approved to continue their membership on the board.    
 
The change form also indicated that Mr. Whitehair was joining the board to replace Mr. Vandever, who 
was being removed at the same meeting on December 18, 2017.  
 
The school was contacted to submit affidavits and a Statement to Consult with PED.  No documentation 
has been provided as of April 27, 2018. 
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CHRISTOPHER N. RUSZKOWSKI 
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May 7, 2018 
 

Telletha Valenski 
Dream Diné Charter School 
PO Box 4386 
Shiprock, NM 87420 
 
Dear Ms. Valenski: 
 

This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management 
processes and implement new systems and protocols to maintain compliance with your contractual 
and statutory requirements related to timely notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board 
training requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days 
when any change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 
days, or an extension requested.1  

In addition, pursuant to Section 6.80.5.8(B) NMAC all new board members must complete a seven (7) 
hour introductory training provided by the NMPED before they vote on any governing body 
business.2 

Finally, Section 22-8B-4(B) NMSA 1978 requires all charter school boards to have at least five (5) 
members; this requirement is also included in Section 8.10(a) of the charter contract. The school’s 
own by-laws also designate a specific number or range of the number of board members; the school 
should ensure it complies with its own bylaws. 

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 
school year: 

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
2 Unless the board member completes the short term waiver process outlined in Section 6.80.5.8(C) NMAC. 
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1. After April 17, 2017, Ira Vandever was no longer listed on minutes as attending governing 
board meetings. When the school was contacted on October 19, 2017, the head administrator 
stated Mr. Vandever was still a board member, but there is no evidence of his attendance.  
Recent documentation indicates he is no longer a board member and the school has been 
contacted for verification. 

a. As per the school bylaws, “attendance at governing board meetings is mandatory. Any 
member missing two consecutive meetings without prior notification may be 
dismissed from the Governing Council.”  Minutes do not indicate an excused absence.  

b. If Mr. Vandever has resigned or been removed, notification of the resignation/removal 
is overdue. 

i. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

c. The absence of Mr. Vandever caused the board to drop to four members. 

i. The school remained at four members until October 16, 2017. 

2. On October 16, 2017, a new member, Jeremy Simpson, was designated to serve on the board.  

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before November 15, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 14, 2018, which was 180 days after the designation.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

3. On October 16, 2017, a new member, Jasper Joe, was designated to serve on the board.   

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before November 15, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 14, 2018, which was 180 days after the designation.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

4. On December 18, 2017 a new member, Lance Whitehair, was designated to serve on the 
board as per a submitted Change of Governing Body Membership form. No other 
documentation has been submitted, and he is not listed as a current governing body member 
on other submitted documents.  Minutes are unavailable from the website for confirmation.  

a. Notification of the change in membership was due on or before January 17, 2018. 

i. Notification of this change was received on April 14, 2018, which was 117 
days after the change in membership.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. Documentation has still not been received, and is 135 days overdue as of the date of 
this letter. 

Although notification of all changes has been received, all documentation has not been received.  The 
Public Education Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) request all outstanding 
documentation to be submitted immediately and encourage your school to review your current 
policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please ensure the proper 
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procedures are in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all governing board 
changes to ensure the school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 
 
cc:  Quintina Deschenie, Administrator 
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May 7, 2018 
 

Jesse Pickard 
Explore Academy 
5100 Masthead Street, NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
 
Dear Mr. Pickard: 
 
This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management processes 
and implement new systems and protocols to maintain compliance with your contractual and statutory 
requirements related to timely notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board training requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days when any 
change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 days, or an extension 
requested.1  

In addition, pursuant to Section 6.80.5.8(B) NMAC all new board members must complete a seven (7) hour 
introductory training provided by the NMPED before they vote on any governing body business.2 

Section 22-8B-4(B) NMSA 1978 requires all charter school boards to have at least five (5) members; this 
requirement is also included in Section 8.10(a) of the charter contract. The school’s own by-laws also designate 
a specific number or range of the number of board members; the school should ensure it complies with its own 
bylaws. 

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 school 
year: 

1. On July 1, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Robert Morrison  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before August 1, 2017. 

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
2 Unless the board member completes the short term waiver process outlined in Section 6.80.5.8(C) NMAC. 
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i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on August 6, 
2017, which was 36 days after the resignation.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

2. On October 28, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Gloria Lueras-Kidd.   

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before November 27, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on May 1, 
2018, which was 185 days after the resignation.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

3. On November 14, 2017, a new member, John Garletts, was designated to serve on the board. 

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before December 12, 2017. 

i. Notification of the designation was received by the CSD on May 1, 2018, which is 
168 days after the designation.  Final documentation has not yet been received. 

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

Additionally, the school website states, “The Explore Academy is managed by its Governance Council (its 
school board), which consists of an independent panel of five individuals who convene each month to provide 
general oversight in the school’s operation.” 3 The board currently has six seated members.  Bylaws are 
unavailable via the website, so the school is encouraged to review their bylaws to confirm that six members are 
allowable, and then amend the website as necessary.  

Although notification has been received, final documentation has not yet been submitted.  The Public Education 
Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) encourage your school to review your current 
policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please ensure the proper procedures are 
in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all governing board changes to ensure the 
school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 
 
cc:  Justin Baiardo, Director 

3 http://www.exploreacademy.org/about/leadership.html  
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School Governance Change 

Dzil Ditl’ooi School of Empowerment, Action and Perseverance (DEAP) 

On March 7, 2018, a vacancy was created on the board by the removal of Ryan Dennison due to non-
attendance.  The removal was not reported timely.  The board dropped to 4 members at this time. 

On April 11, 2018, the vacancy was potentially filled by the designation of Delmaline Muskett.  
The designation was timely, but the change form and minutes wherein the designation was 
approved have not yet been submitted.  The school has been notified that the remainder of the 
documentation will be due on May 8, 2018.   
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CHRISTOPHER N. RUSZKOWSKI 

ACTING SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

300 DON GASP AR 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501-2786 
Telephone (505) 827-5800 

www .ped.state.nm.us 

SUSANA MARTINEZ 

GOVERNOR 

April 27, 2018 

Benita Litson
Dzil Ditl'ooi School of Empowerment, Action and Perseverance (DEAP) 
PO Box 156 
Navajo, NM 87328 

Dear Ms. Litson: 

Thank you for your notification of a governing body designation dated April 27, 2018 in which Dzil 
Ditl'ooi School of Empowerment, Action and Perseverance (DEAP) provided notification to the 
Public Education Commission (PEC) of the designation of Delmaline Muskett. The notification 
did not contain all required information; please provide a Change of Governing Body Membership 
and minutes from the meeting wherein Ms. Muskett's designation was accepted no later than May 
8, 2018. lfthe required information is not timely provided, the school will be added to the PEC's 
agenda for consideration and potential corrective action. 

This notification of a governing body designation will be presented to the PEC at the meeting on 
May 11, 2018.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, " 

?)�� 
Laurel Pierce 
Options for Parents and Families 
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May 7, 2018 
 

Benita Litson 
Dzil Ditl’ooi School of Empowerment, Action and Perseverance (DEAP) 
PO Box 156 
Navajo, NM 87328 
 
Dear Ms. Litson: 
 
This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management 
processes and implement new systems and protocols to maintain compliance with your contractual and 
statutory requirements related to timely notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board training 
requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days 
when any change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 days, 
or an extension requested.1  

Section 22-8B-4(B) NMSA 1978 requires all charter school boards to have at least five (5) members; this 
requirement is also included in Section 8.10(a) of the charter contract. The school’s own by-laws also 
designate a specific number or range of the number of board members; the school should ensure it 
complies with its own bylaws. 

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 
school year: 

1. On June 14, 2017, a new member, Gavin Sosa, was designated to serve on the board.  

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before July 14, 2017. 

i. Notification and documentation of the designation was received by the CSD on 
August 25, 2018, which was 74 days after the notice of designation.  

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
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ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

2. On September 29, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Shayla Yellowhair.  The date 
had been altered on the resignation letter, so it is unclear when the actual resignation was received. 

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before October 29, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
November 2, 2017, which was 34 days after the resignation.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

3. On March 7, 2018, board member Ryan Dennison was removed due to non-attendance.   

a. Notification of the change in membership was due on or before April 6, 2018. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on April 
11, 2018, which was 35 days after the change in membership.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

Although notification has been received, final documentation has not yet been submitted.  The Public 
Education Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) encourage your school to review 
your current policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please ensure the 
proper procedures are in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all governing 
board changes to ensure the school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 
 
cc:  Louella Poblano, Head Administrator 
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School Governance Change 

Six Directions Indigenous School 

On August 2, 2017 a vacancy was created on the governing board by the resignation of Madeline Leyba.  
On September 6, 2017, the vacancy was filled by the designation of Dr. Tamarah Pfeiffer.  Although the 
resignation and designation were reported in a timely fashion, all documentation has not yet been 
received.  The school was notified on September 11, 2017 that an Affidavit from Dr. Pfeiffer, a 
Statement to Consult with PED, and the minutes wherein Dr. Pfeiffer’s designation was accepted were 
needed to complete the documentation.   These items were not received. 

On April 24, 2018, the school was again contacted regarding the missing documentation.  Minutes were 
available on the website and printed by the Charter Schools Division.  The Statement to Consult from 
members currently on the board in September are no longer available, but a new Statement to Consult 
form was sent in with the designation of Lane Towery in February, so there is a current Statement on 
file.  An Affidavit from Dr. Pfeiffer was received on May 4, 2018. 
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From: Pierce, Laurel, PED
To: "ben@sixdirectionsschool.org"
Cc: Vicenti, Stephanie
Subject: Minutes from September
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 11:40:00 AM

Hello Mr. Soce,
 
I sent out an email regarding minutes from September that were never received, then realized I
also never received an Affidavit from Dr. Pfeiffer either.  I’m attaching the form to this email. 
I will need to receive both the minutes and the Affidavit as soon as possible in order to close
out the file prior to the PEC meeting.  Although they were requested in the letter I sent
September 11, 2017, I have not yet received them and did not realize they were overdue when
you sent in information regarding the designation of Lane Towery.  If you have any questions,
please let me know.
 
Thank you,
 
Laurel Pierce
Technical Assistance, Training and Support Program Coordinator
Charter Schools Division
505-827-4527
Charter School Website
 
Driving student success in New Mexico by supporting excellent authorizing practices and charter schools that provide
innovative, quality education.
 

300 Don Gaspar Ave.

 Santa Fe, NM 87501

www.ped.state.nm.us
 
From: Pierce, Laurel, PED 
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 11:20 AM
To: 'ben@sixdirectionsschool.org'
Cc: Vicenti, Stephanie
Subject: Minutes from September
 
Hello Mr. Soce,
 
In reviewing the governing board changes for your school, I noticed that we never received
minutes wherein Dr. Pfeiffer’s nomination was accepted.  I believe they were from
September.  I tried to access them through your website, but was unable to find that month. 
Please send the minutes as soon as possible so we can close out that change and update the
files.
 
Thank you,
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Laurel Pierce
Technical Assistance, Training and Support Program Coordinator
Charter Schools Division
505-827-4527
Charter School Website
 
Driving student success in New Mexico by supporting excellent authorizing practices and charter schools that provide
innovative, quality education.
 

300 Don Gaspar Ave.

 Santa Fe, NM 87501

www.ped.state.nm.us
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From: Pierce, Laurel, PED
To: "ben@sixdirectionsschool.org"
Cc: Vicenti, Stephanie
Subject: Governing Board Documentation
Date: Wednesday, May 02, 2018 11:04:00 AM
Attachments: Affidavit of Governing Body Member.doc

Incomplete Documentation.pdf
Minutes from September-Email.pdf

I am following up on the email sent April 24, 2018 (please see attached Minutes from
September-Email), wherein supporting documentation was requested for the designation of
Dr. Pfeiffer in September 2017.  I have also attached the original documentation request (see
attached Incomplete Documentation).  No documentation has yet been received.
 
Please be aware, as per your charter contract Section 8.10(b), you must notify your authorizer
(the PEC) within 30 days of any membership changes.  Your school has failed to do so and is
now out of compliance.  Please submit the following documents immediately:
 

1.      A signed and notarized Affidavit of Governing Body Member for Dr. Pfeiffer.
 
Governing board minutes should have been provided by your school, however, since the
minutes are available on the website, I have accessed and printed them from your link. If you
have the Statement to Consult with PED form that was signed at the time of Dr. Pfeiffer’s
designation, please include that document as well.  If no Statement to Consult with PED was
signed at that time, please let me know.
 
I have attached the Affidavit form for your convenience.  Information regarding these changes
to your governing board, as well as any non-compliance issues, will be presented at the next
PEC meeting on May 11, 2018.
 
Thank you,
 
Laurel Pierce
Technical Assistance, Training and Support Program Specialist
Charter Schools Division
505-827-4527
Charter School Website
 
Driving student success in New Mexico by supporting excellent authorizing practices and charter schools that provide
innovative, quality education.
 

300 Don Gaspar Ave.

 Santa Fe, NM 87501

www.ped.state.nm.us
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Affidavit of governing body member 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
)






)


COUNTY OF  
 
)



I, ______________________________, after being duly sworn, state:


1. My name is __________________________ and I reside in ___________________, New Mexico.


2. I am a member of the governing body of the [insert name of school] in _________________   _________________________, New Mexico. 


3. I attest that I am currently not a current governing body member of any other charter school authorized in the state of New Mexico.


4.  I have never been a governing body member of a charter school that was suspended or failed to receive or maintain their board of finance designation.


5.  I understand that as a member of the [insert name of school]’s governing body, I am entrusted with oversight of expenditure of public funds in accordance with all applicable laws, regulations and rules, including but without limitation any laws or rules pertaining to conflicts of interest, public school finance, and procurement.  


___________________________________



______________________




[Signature]





Date


___________________________________




[Print]


VERIFICATION


The forgoing Affidavit of Governing Body Member was subscribed and sworn to before me, this _____day of ________, 20___. 

  [Notary Seal:]





_________________________________  
      








NOTARY PUBLIC
            

My commission expires: ________________, 20____. 


Revised 10-5-2011











From: Pierce, Laurel, PED
To: "ben@sixdirectionsschool.org"
Cc: Vicenti, Stephanie
Subject: Minutes from September
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 11:40:00 AM


Hello Mr. Soce,
 
I sent out an email regarding minutes from September that were never received, then realized I
also never received an Affidavit from Dr. Pfeiffer either.  I’m attaching the form to this email. 
I will need to receive both the minutes and the Affidavit as soon as possible in order to close
out the file prior to the PEC meeting.  Although they were requested in the letter I sent
September 11, 2017, I have not yet received them and did not realize they were overdue when
you sent in information regarding the designation of Lane Towery.  If you have any questions,
please let me know.
 
Thank you,
 
Laurel Pierce
Technical Assistance, Training and Support Program Coordinator
Charter Schools Division
505-827-4527
Charter School Website
 
Driving student success in New Mexico by supporting excellent authorizing practices and charter schools that provide
innovative, quality education.
 


300 Don Gaspar Ave.


 Santa Fe, NM 87501


www.ped.state.nm.us
 
From: Pierce, Laurel, PED 
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 11:20 AM
To: 'ben@sixdirectionsschool.org'
Cc: Vicenti, Stephanie
Subject: Minutes from September
 
Hello Mr. Soce,
 
In reviewing the governing board changes for your school, I noticed that we never received
minutes wherein Dr. Pfeiffer’s nomination was accepted.  I believe they were from
September.  I tried to access them through your website, but was unable to find that month. 
Please send the minutes as soon as possible so we can close out that change and update the
files.
 
Thank you,
 



mailto:Laurel.Pierce@state.nm.us

mailto:ben@sixdirectionsschool.org

mailto:stephanie@sixdirectionsschool.org

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/CharterSchoolsIndex.html

http://www.ped.state.nm.us/





Laurel Pierce
Technical Assistance, Training and Support Program Coordinator
Charter Schools Division
505-827-4527
Charter School Website
 
Driving student success in New Mexico by supporting excellent authorizing practices and charter schools that provide
innovative, quality education.
 


300 Don Gaspar Ave.


 Santa Fe, NM 87501


www.ped.state.nm.us
 



http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/CharterSchoolsIndex.html

http://www.ped.state.nm.us/
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May 7, 2018 
 

Ben Soce 
Six Directions Indigenous School 
2055 NM-602 
Gallup, NM 87301 
 
Dear Mr. Soce: 
 

This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management 
processes and implement new systems and protocol 

ls to maintain compliance with your contractual and statutory requirements related to timely 
notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board training requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days 
when any change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 
days, or an extension requested.1  

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 
school year: 

1. On May 12, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Neomi Gilmore.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before June 11, 2017. 

i. Notification of the resignation and supporting documentation was received by 
the CSD on July 7, 2017, which was 56 days after the notice of resignation.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
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2. On June 14, 2017, a new member, Sam Crowfoot, was designated to serve on the board. 

a. Notification of the change in membership was due on or before July 14, 2017. 

i. Complete supporting documentation was not received until October 13, 2017, 
which was 121 days after the designation.   

ii. The school failed to timely provide supporting documentation as per PEC 
policy. 

3. On June 14, 2017, a new member, Oliver Tapaha, was designated to serve on the board. 

a. Notification of the change in membership was due on or before July 14, 2017. 

i. Complete supporting documentation was not received until October 13, 2017, 
which was 121 days after the designation.   

ii. The school failed to timely provide supporting documentation as per PEC 
policy. 

4. On August 2, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Madeline Leyba.   

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before September 1, 2017. 

i. Notification of this change was received on September 11, 2017, which was 
40 days after the resignation.  

ii. Complete supporting documentation was not received until April 3, 2018, 
which was 244 days after the resignation.   

iii. The school failed to timely provide supporting documentation as per PEC 
policy. 

5. On September 6, 2017, a new member, Dr. Tamarah Pfeiffer, was designated to serve on the 
board.  

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before October 6, 2017. 

i. Complete supporting documentation has not yet been received.  The Affidavit 
from Dr. Pfeiffer is 239 days overdue as of May 3, 2018.   

ii. The school failed to timely provide supporting documentation as per PEC 
policy. 

Although notifications have been received, not all documentation has been provided. The Public 
Education Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) encourage your school to 
review your current policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please 
ensure the proper procedures are in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all 
governing board changes to ensure the school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 
 
cc:  Stephanie Vicenti, Head Administrator 
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School Governance Change 

La Academia Dolores Huerta 

On January 30, 2018, a vacancy was created by the resignation of Michelle Saenz-Adames.  The 
position has not been filled or closed as per vote in an open meeting.   Missing documentation 
requested last month regarding the changes has been provided.
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May 7, 2018 
 

Steve Pereira, Governing Board President 
La Academia Dolores Huerta 
1480 North Main 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
 
Dear Mr. Pereira: 
 

This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management 
processes and implement new systems and protocols to maintain compliance with your contractual 
and statutory requirements related to timely notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board 
training requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days 
when any change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 
days, or an extension requested.1  

In addition, pursuant to Section 6.80.5.8(B) NMAC all new board members must complete a seven (7) 
hour introductory training provided by the NMPED before they vote on any governing body 
business.2 

Finally, Section 22-8B-4(B) NMSA 1978 requires all charter school boards to have at least five (5) 
members; this requirement is also included in Section 8.10(a) of the charter contract. The school’s 
own by-laws also designate a specific number or range of the number of board members; the school 
should ensure it complies with its own bylaws. 

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 
school year: 

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
2 Unless the board member completes the short term waiver process outlined in Section 6.80.5.8(C) NMAC. 
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1. On September 2, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Carmen Gallegos-Marrujo.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before October 2, 2017. 

i. Notification of the resignation was received by the CSD on April 10, 2018, 
which was 190 days after the notice of resignation. Supporting documentation 
was received on April 11, 2018.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

2. On September 4, 2017 a letter of resignation was received from Clara Lopez.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before October 4, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 11, 2018, which was 219 days after the resignation.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. The vacancy created by this resignation was required to be filled on or before October 
19, 2017. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. This position was filled by Adrian Gaytan on February 21, 2018, which was 
170 days after the vacancy was created. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract. 

3. On September 7, 2017, board member Spencer Herrera’s term ended.   

a. Notification of the change in membership was due on or before October 7, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 10, 2018, which was 215 days after the change in membership.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. The vacancy created by this change in membership was required to be filled on or 
before October 22, 2017. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. This position was filled by Michael Sena on February 21, 2018, which was 
167 days after the vacancy was created. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract.  

4. On September 7, 2017, board member Elena Hinderlich’s term ended.   

a. Notification of the change in membership was due on or before October 7, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 10, 2018, which was 215 days after the change in membership.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 
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b. The vacancy created by this change in membership was required to be filled on or 
before October 22, 2017. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. This position was filled by Patty Montoya on February 21, 2018, which was 
167days after the vacancy was created. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract.  
 

5. On September 7, 2017, a new member, Elaine Palma, was designated to serve on the board.   

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before October 7, 2017. 

i. Notification of the designation was received by the CSD on April 10, 2018, 
and final documentation was received on April 18, 2018, which was 223 days 
after the designation.     

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. At this point, board membership had dropped to 6 members and the school was in 
violation of their bylaws.3 

c. On October 19, 2017, according to minutes posted on the school’s website, Ms. Palma 
began voting in violation of the regulation governing training requirements for new 
governing board members.4  

6. On November 3, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Mariaelena de la Rosa.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before December 3, 2017. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 18, 2018, which was 166 days after the resignation. 

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. The vacancy created by this resignation was required to be filled on or before 
December 18, 2017. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. This position was filled by Yolanda Silva on February 21, 2018, which was 
110 days after the vacancy was created. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract.  

c. With the resignation of Ms. De la Rosa, board membership dropped to 5 members and 
the school was in violation of their bylaws. 

7. On January 22, 2018, a letter of resignation was received from Sarah Luz Ramoz.   

 
4 Per 6.80.5(B) NMAC:  “No new governing body member may attend a governing body meeting and vote on any 
governing body business without first completing the seven hours of required training described below through an 
in-person training provided by the department.”  Minutes are available on the school website here: 
http://ladh.org/index.php?d=Gc. 
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a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before February 21, 2018 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 10, 2018, which was 48 days after the resignation.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. With the resignation of Ms. Luz Ramoz, board membership dropped to 4 members 
and the school was in violation of their charter contract and statute. 5 

8. On January 30, 2018, a letter of resignation was received from Michelle Saenz-Adames.   

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before March 1, 2018. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
April 10, 2018, which was 40 days after the resignation.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. The vacancy created by this resignation was required to be filled on or before March 
16, 2018. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. No vote was taken to close the position. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract.   

c. With the resignation of Ms. Saenz-Adames, board membership dropped to 3 members 
and the school was in violation of their charter contract and statute.  

9. On February 21, 2018, five new governing board members were designated.   

a. Notification of the designations was due on or before March 23, 2018. 

i. Notification was provided on April 10, 2018, which was 48 days after the 
designations.  Final documentation was received on April 18, 2018, which was 
56 days after the designations.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

Although notification and supporting documentation have been received, the Public Education 
Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) encourage your school to review your 
current policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please ensure the 
proper procedures are in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all governing 
board changes to ensure the school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 

5 Per charter contract Section 8.10(a):  “The School’s governing body shall have at least 5 (five) members.” 
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cc:  Melissa Miranda, School Administrator 
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School Governance Change 
 
Explore Academy 
 
On October 28, 2017, a vacancy was created on the board by the resignation of Gloria Lueras-Kidd.  The 
information was not submitted timely, but all documentation has been received. 
 
On November 14, 2017, the vacancy was filled by the designation of John Garletts.  The vacancy was 
filled in a timely manner, but notification and documentation was not provided timely.  The Affidavit 
from Mr. Garletts has not been received.   
 
Mr. Garletts has received no training since his designation.  Since minutes are not available via the 
website, they have been requested of the school to determine if Mr. Garletts has voted prior to training.  
 
The board has 6 currently seated board members, which contradicts the statement on their website 
denoting “The Explore Academy is managed by its Governance Council (its school board), which consists 
of an independent panel of five individuals who convene each month to provide general oversight in the 
school’s operation. “ 
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School Governance Change 
 
Health Leadership High School 
 
On March 23, 2018, the school provided governance membership contact information.  At that time, it 
was noted that a member currently listed on the PED files, was not included.  Further communication 
with the school leader confirmed that Melissa Steffan was no longer seated on the board, but had 
resigned due to family obligations.  A change form and supporting documentation was requested at that 
time.  The documentation was submitted on April 6, 2018.  The school is out of compliance with 
reporting requirements.  The seat has not been filled and no vote has been taken to close the position. 
 
The board currently has 7 seated members.    
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May 7, 2018 
 

Adriann Barboa, Governing Board President  
Health Leadership High School 
1900 Randolph Road, SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
 
Dear Ms. Barboa: 
 

This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management 
processes and implement new systems and protocols to maintain compliance with your contractual 
and statutory requirements related to timely notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board 
training requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days 
when any change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 
days, or an extension requested.1  

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 
school year: 

1. On January 27, 2017 a letter of resignation was received from Ryan Harrigan.  

a. The vacancy created by this resignation was required to be filled on or before March 
13, 2017. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. This position was filled by Abuko Estrada on May 25, 2017, which was 118 
days after the vacancy was created. 

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
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iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract. 

2. On May 25, 2017, a new member, Abuko Estrada, was designated to serve on the board.   

a. Notification of the designation was due on or before June 24, 2017. 

i. Notification of the designation was received by the CSD on September 6, 
2017, which was 104 days after the designation.    

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

3. On October 13, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Melissa Steffan.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before November 12, 2017. 

i. Notification and documentation of the resignation was received by the CSD on 
April 6, 2018, which was 178 days after the notice of resignation.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

b. The vacancy created by this resignation was required to be filled on or before 
November 27, 2017. 

i. No request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received. 

ii. No vote was taken to close the position. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract. 

Although notification and supporting documentation have been received, the Public Education 
Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) encourage your school to review your 
current policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please ensure the 
proper procedures are in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all governing 
board changes to ensure the school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 
 
cc:  Blanca Lopez, School Administrator 
 

108



School Governance Change 

La Tierra Montessori School for the Arts and Sciences 

On January 12, 2018, a vacancy was created on the board by the resignation of Marcie Davis.  The 
resignation was not reported timely, but all documentation has been received.  The school was advised 
the position needed to be filled by February 26, 2018 or an extension filed.  No extension was filed and 
the position has not been filled.  This resignation dropped the board to 4 members. 

On March 23, 2018, a vacancy was created on the board by the resignation of Ben Sandoval.  The 
resignation was reported timely and all documentation has been received.  The school has been advised 
the position needs to be filled by May 7, 2018, or an extension filed.  This resignation dropped the board 
to 3 members. 

On March 26, 2018, a letter of interest was submitted to the board by Steven Lujan.  The school was 
contacted and verified that Mr. Lujan joined the board on March 26, 2018 when his letter of interest was 
accepted.  Supporting documentation was not submitted timely.  

The vacancy created by the resignation of Mr. Sandoval has not been filled timely, nor has an extension 
been requested.  The board currently has only 4 seated members. 
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October 24, 2017 
 
To La Tierra Governing Council Members, 
 
I am resigning from the Governing Council of La Tierra Montessori Charter School 
of the Arts and Sciences effective today.  
 
I have enjoyed working with you for the good of the school. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Marcia Brenden 
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May 7, 2018 
 

Julie Ann Hill-Clapp 
La Tierra Montessori School for the Arts and Sciences 
659 Roadrunner Road 
Ohkay Owingeh, NM 87532 
 
Dear Ms. Hill-Clapp: 
 

This is a formal notification of non-compliance regarding your school’s Governing Board.   

Please use this notification as an opportunity to evaluate your governance reporting and management 
processes and implement new systems and protocols to maintain compliance with your contractual 
and statutory requirements related to timely notification, timely filling board vacancies, and board 
training requirements.   

Pursuant to Section 8.10(b) of the charter contract, schools must notify their authorizer within 30 days 
when any change to governing board membership takes place. All vacancies must be filled within 45 
days, or an extension requested.1  

Section 22-8B-4(B) NMSA 1978 requires all charter school boards to have at least five (5) members; 
this requirement is also included in Section 8.10(a) of the charter contract. The school’s own by-laws 
also designate a specific number or range of the number of board members; the school should ensure 
it complies with its own bylaws. 

Below is a list of your school’s violations of the above provisions of law and contract in the 2017-18 
school year: 

1. On October 24, 2017, a letter of resignation was received from Marcia Brenden.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before November 23, 2017. 

1 Per charter contract Section 8.10(b):  “The School will notify the Authorizer within 30 (thirty) days of a member’s 
resignation or designation of a new member and shall sign the appropriate forms to ensure that the governing body 
continues to qualify as a board of finance. The School shall fill any vacancy on its governing body no later than 45 
days from the vacancy or shall seek an extension for such appointment from the Authorizer in writing.  The new 
member must execute the required statements for Board of Finance designation to the NMPED.” 
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i. Notification of the resignation was received by the CSD on January 17, 2018, 
which was 85 days after the notice of resignation. All documentation has not 
yet been received.  Ms. Brenden’s letter of resignation has been requested, but 
has still not been provided.  

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days.  

iii. The school failed to provide documentation required by PEC policy. 

2. On January 12, 2018, a letter of resignation was received from Marcie Davis.  

a. Notification of the resignation was due on or before February 11, 2018. 

i. Notification and supporting documentation of this change was received on 
February 25, 2018, which was 44 days after the resignation.   

ii. The school failed to provide notification of the change within 30 days. 

b. The vacancy created by this resignation was required to be filled on or before 
February 26, 2018. 

i. A request for an extension to fill the vacancy was received, but was outside of 
the timeframe established by PEC policy, and was therefore denied. 

ii. This position has not been filled.  The school has submitted a letter of intent 
from Steven Lujan, but no documentation establishing his designation has 
been provided. 

iii. This position was not filled within the 45 days required by charter contract. 

c. With the resignation of Ms. Davis, board membership dropped to 4 members and the 
school was in violation of their charter contract and statute. 2 

3. On March 23, 2018, a letter of resignation was received from Ben Sandoval.    

a. With the resignation of Mr. Sandoval, board membership dropped to 3 members and 
the school is in violation of their charter contract and statute.  

Although notification has been received, not all documentation has been provided.  The Public 
Education Commission (PEC) and the Charter Schools Division (CSD) encourage your school to 
review your current policies and practices regarding governing board membership changes.  Please 
ensure the proper procedures are in place and a member has been designated to oversee and report all 
governing board changes to ensure the school can meet its responsibilities in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Katie Poulos 
Director, Options for Parents and Families 
 
cc:  Christie Berg, Head Learner 

2 Per charter contract Section 8.10(a):  “The School’s governing body shall have at least 5 (five) members.” 
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