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A Civil Right 

Federal law through Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act requires that all English Learners (ELs) have 
equal access to a high-quality education and the 
opportunity to achieve their full academic potential. 

 



Federal Definition of EL 

(A) Age 3 – 21; 

(B) In elementary or secondary school; 

(C)  (i) Not born in the US or whose native language is a 
 language other than English;  

 (ii) (I) Who is a Native American or Alaskan Native or native 
 resident of the outlying areas and 

   (II) language other than English has had a  
 significant impact on English language proficiency level; or 

 (iii) migratory and where a language other than English is 
 dominant;  

                                                 AND  

 ESSA Section 8101(20) 



Federal Definition of EL 

(D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or 
understanding the English language denies them the ability 
to 

 

(i) meet the State’s academic proficiency levels on 
required assessments; 

(ii) Successfully achieve in classrooms where English is 
the language of instruction; or  

(iii) opportunity to participate fully in society. 

 



ELs with Disabilities Protected x 4 

ELs 
• Title VI of the 1964 Civil 

Rights Act Equal  

• Equal Educational 
Opportunities Act of 1974 

SWD 
• Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

• IDEA 2004 

Language assistance and special education services are: 

 Equally important  

 Equally valuable 

 Equally protected 



EL ≠ Bilingual 

Bilingual: 
• Using or able to use two languages especially with equal 

fluency (Merriam Webster Dictionary).  

• Could be any two languages   

 

• Bilingual thus can refer to any of the following students: 

• Initially fluent English proficient (IFEP) 

• English learner (EL) 

• Reclassified fluent English proficient (RFEP) 

 



Two Goals 

• EL programs must be designed to enable ELs to 

  

1. Attain English language proficiency 

 

2. Have meaningful access to the standard instructional 
program within a reasonable length of time. 

 



1. English Language Proficiency 

• English Language Development (ELD) 

 
• Instruction that specifically focuses on helping ELs develop 

English language skills 
 

• Delivered in a portion of the school day separate from content 
classes: ELA is content, ELD is language development 
 

• Instruction is tailored to and builds upon students’ English 
language proficiency levels (EL Toolkit, 2015) 
 

• Primary objective is language; content is secondary 

                              (Saunders, Goldenberg, Marcelletti, 2013) 

 



2. Meaningful Access to Content 

• Sheltering strategies are used with ELs for learning 
grade-level content and skills in content areas.                              

(Goldenberg, 2013) 

 
• Sheltered instruction contributes to English language 

development, but the focus is on content and skills   
   
• Primary objective is content, language is secondary 

                                                      (Saunders, Goldenberg, Marcelletti, 2013) 

 



EL Program Options  

1. English language development (ELD) pull-out 
course and sheltered instruction in content areas 
 
• English language Instruction in the ELD course is differentiated based 

on the English language proficiency level of the student.  
 

2. English language development (ELD)  block 
(elementary grades only) and sheltered 
instruction in content areas 
 
• ELD block has to be a minimum of 45 minutes per day. The 

English language Instruction must be differentiated based on the 
English language proficiency level of the student.  



Integrated ELA-ELD Course  

3. Integrated English language development (ELD)—
English language arts (ELA) course and sheltered 
instruction in content areas 

 

• For ELs who are nearing proficiency as measured by 
the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment.  

• English language Instruction in the ELD-ELA course is 

integrated with ELA instruction.  
• For graduation credit 



Staffing an EL Program 

Teachers:  

• Qualified to provide EL services  

• Content teachers that are trained to support language 

• TESOL endorsement could fulfill these requirements 

• Equity and ESSA plans prioritize serving ELs with highly 
effective or exemplary teachers 

 

Administrators: 

Trained to meaningfully evaluate EL program staff 

 EL Toolkit, 2015 



EL Exit Criteria 

Source: STARS 120D 2016-2017 

• ACCESS for ELLs exit criteria: 
• Overall composite score of 

5.0 or higher 

• Alternate ACCESS exit criteria: 
• Overall composite score of 

P1 or higher 

• Aligned to the rigorous 
performance standards of 
the PARCC/NMAPA 
reading and math 
assessments 

 

 

11,827 

ELSWD 

817 

Alternate 
ACCESS 



In Progress 

• ACCESS for ELLs:  

• Composite score for 
students who due to an 
impairment, for which 
there is no 
accommodation available, 
cannot complete all 4 
domains of the 
assessment. 

 

• Alternate ACCESS:  

• Domain specific exit scores 
for students who due to an 
impairment, for which there 
is no accommodation 
available, cannot complete 
all 4 domains for the 
assessment. 

 



Desktop and Onsite Monitoring 

 

• Data validation for EL counts and EL program valid values 

at 40D, 80D, 120D 

• Onsite monitoring visits continue next school year 

• Monitoring Checklist under Serving English Learners tab 

 

 



New Mexico’s State Plan 
 

 



New Mexico’s State Plan 

327,477  
All Students 

53,187  
Special 

Education 
(SWD) 

 

50,074 
English 

Learners (EL) 

11,827  
ELSWD 



EL Progress in School Grades 

See pages 75–84 in New Mexico’s State Plan for ELP in school grade report. 



Learn more about our new STEM Ready! Science 
Standards that take effect on July 1, 2018. 

Visit the PED’s Math and 

Science Bureau website to 

learn more about 
 

• The implementation timeline 

 

• Professional learning for 

teachers in June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Webinars for administrators and 
teachers every month 



ELP Indicator 

• Captures the extent to which students 

• Gain language proficiency (ELP = 5 or higher) 

• How quickly (5 years) 

 

• Student’s grade level at entry 

 

• Student’s English proficiency at entry  

 

 



School Accountability under ESSA 



ELD Standards and Framework 

The Five Standards: 

 

• ELDS 1: Social & Instructional Language 

 

• ELDS 2: The Language of Language 
Arts 

 

• ELDS 3: The Language of Mathematics 

 

• ELDS 4: The Language of Science 

 

• ELDS 5: The Language of Social 
Studies 

 



STEM Ready! and ELD Standards  



A Vision for Science Education 

• “To ensure that by the end of the 12th grade, all 
students have some appreciation of the beauty and 
wonder of science; possess sufficient knowledge of 
science and engineering to engage in public 
discussions on related issues; are careful consumers 
of scientific and technological information related to 
their everyday lives; are able to continue to learn 
about science outside school; and have the skills to 
enter careers of their choice, including (but not limited 
to) careers in science, engineering and technology.” 

 

 (Framework for K-12 Science Education) 

 

 



Pg. 4-5 



ELD Standards 

• Content Objectives 

• Language Objectives 

• Model Performance Indicators  (MPIs) 
• Connection 

• Context 

• Cognitive Function 

• Topic Related Language 



ELD Standards and Next Generation 

• Model Performance Indicators 
• Content Objectives (STEM Ready! Science Standards) 

• Language Objectives (Speaking, Writing, Reading, 
Listening - SWRL) 

• Appropriate Supports (Scaffolding) 

 

 

• Pg. 28, 38, 47, 59, 65, 71, 77, 83, 89, 95, 101, 107 



Language and Culture Bureau 

Onward! 

We don’t look back, we just move forward. 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/languageandculture/ 


