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Purpose Statement 
English Language Arts IV: Writing 

The English Language Arts IV: Writing End-of-Course (EOC) Exam is intended to measure student proficiency of the New Mexico Common 

Core State Standards for English Language.  This course-level exam is provided to all students who have completed a fourth-year high 

school English Language Arts program or related courses. 

This exam can be given for the following STARS course codes: 

1004 - English/Language Arts IV 

1013 - AP English Literature and Composition 

Intended as a final exam for the course, this is a summative exam covering a range of content, skills, and applications. Scores are reported 

to the teacher, school, district, and state levels for the purposes of student grades, curriculum review, student graduation requirements, 

and NMTeach summative reports. 

“The EOCs are exams written by New Mexico Teachers for New Mexico Students.” 

During the 2016-17 school year, teachers were brought together in person or online as part of the blueprint and exam revision process. 

The NMPED extends our gratitude to all those who contributed to this improvement process.  Although we were unable to implement 

every suggestion due to conflicting viewpoints at times, this blueprint reflects the best collaborative effort among dedicated peers. 

The NMPED would like to especially recognize the following persons who led and influenced the revision for this blueprint: 

• Stephanie Owens, Ph. D., Lead Developer, Consultant, Taos

• Jocelyne Gillespie, Cloudcroft Municipal Schools, Blueprint Lead

• Lisa Salazar, Albuquerque Public Schools

• Kristin Oliver, Rio Rancho Public Schools

• Melissa Richards, Hobbs Municipal Schools

• Jennifer Brown, Des Moines Municipal Schools

• Michelle Herrera, Amy Biehl (charter) High School, Albuquerque

• Celeste Kelle, Farmington Municipal Schools

• Tanya Mirabal, Clovis Municipal Schools

• Fabian Sisneros, Public Academy for Performing Arts, Albuquerque Public Schools Charter
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Explanation of Blueprint & Test Specifications Table

NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications: 

● This portion of the blueprint is a modification of the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) Evidence Tables.

● The difference between this blueprint and PARCC Evidence Tables is that the PARCC assessments
require constructed responses in addition to multiple choice items.

● These specifications are based on a deconstruction of the skills and knowledge needed to
demonstrate proficiency on a particular standard.  Not all aspects of a deconstructed standard are
given in these sections.

● The portion of the blueprint also identifies the prerequisite skills and knowledge from 9th and 10th
grade as well as an outline of skills and knowledge unique to the standards at 11th and 12th grade.

● Although the standard may be broader, the item specifications may place constraint on portions of
the standards in order to provide more transparency as to what specifically will be measured
relative to the standard.

The standards identified in this 
portion of the blueprint are aligned 
to the New Mexico Common Core 
State Standards (NMCCSS). The 
actual CCSS standard is reproduced 
in its entirety.   

New Mexico Teachers 
identified the standards to be 
measured on the EOC exam.  
Typically, the standard was 
identified to be measured 
because: 1) a great deal of 
curricular instructional time is 
spent on the standard and/or; 
2) the standard is important to
subsequent learning.

Item Types: 
This test begins with six multiple choice questions related to conventions of writing. 

The essay prompts are both a research synthesis task, one of which is a literary 
analysis and one of which is a position paper based on ideas conveyed in 
informational texts.  Students will select one of two prompt for their essay. 

All texts are encountered on the Reading IV exam. 

The items on this exam are evidence-based and closely aligned to standards. 

The item types for this EOC exam 
 are limited to: 

● MC = multiple choice
● Essay

Number of 
Items: 

The number of 
items aligned to 
each standard is 
provided. 
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NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications: 

Modification of the PARCC evidence tables: 
● Analyze a topic or text to create an argument
● Locate claims and counterclaims in texts
● Identify biased claims and counterclaims and their strengths, limitations, and

relevance
● Develop claims and counterclaims
● Develop an organizational structure appropriate to persuasive text: logical

sequence of claims, counterclaims, evidence, and reasoning
● Demonstrate an understanding of audience for rhetorical text such as

awareness, knowledge, concerns, values, biases
● Use formal style and objective tone
● Use transitions to link sections and create a cohesive text
● Use appropriate words, phrases, clauses and syntax to clarify relationships

between claims and counterclaims
● Use concluding statements and sections to support claims
●

Unique to 11-12 grade: 
● Establish significance of claims/counterclaims and develop them thoroughly
● Create a logical sequencing of claims, counterclaims, reasoning, and evidence
● Supply the most valid and relevant evidence for claims and counterclaims
● Identify audience’s values and possible biases
● Use varied syntax

W. 11-12.1
Text Types and Purposes
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence.
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish
the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s)
from alternate or opposing claims, and create an
organization that logically sequences claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for
each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied
syntax to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence,
and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective
tone while attending to the norms and conventions of
the discipline in which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the argument presented.

Item Types: 

• Essay
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NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications: 

Modification of the PARCC evidence tables: 
● Synthesize information from multiple sources

Unique to 11-12 grade: 
● Conveyance of ideas with greater complexity

W.11-12.7
Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. Item Types: 

• Essay

NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications: 

Modification of the PARCC evidence tables: 
● Evaluate sources by assessing strengths and weaknesses
● Avoid plagiarism from or overreliance on a source
● Gather relevant information from multiple sources
● Synthesize information in a text to create a flow of ideas

Unique to 11-12 grade: 
● Assess strengths and limitations of a text based on the details of the task,

purpose, and/or audience

W.11-12.8
Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation. Item Types: 

• Essay
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NMCCSS Standard 
Test Item Specifications: 

Modification of the PARCC evidence tables: 

● Identify task, audience, and purpose of a text
● Cite textual evidence to support analysis of the text
● Use key ideas and details as evidence to support analysis of text

Unique to 11-12 grade: 
● Find and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts

W.11-12.9
Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 
b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning
in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning
[e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and
dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments
in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist Papers, 
presidential addresses]”).

Item Types: 

• Essay

NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications: 

Modification of the PARCC evidence tables: 
● Each grade or grade band focuses on different punctuation rules.  9-10 

grades included parallel structure, phrases and clauses, the semicolon
to link independent clauses, and the colon to introduce a list or
quotation.

Unique to 11-12 grade: 
● Use hyphens appropriately in phrases and clauses
● Demonstrate commands of conventions from K-10th grade standards

(comma use with clauses)

L.11-12.2
Conventions of Standard English

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions.
b. Spell correctly.

Item Types: 

• MC

• Essay

Number of Items: 
4 
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NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications:  
 
Modification of the PARCC evidence tables. 
 

● Use effective choices for meaning and style 
● Vary syntax for effect when writing 

 
Unique to 11-12 grade: 

● Focus on syntax 

L.11-12.3 
Knowledge of Language 
 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning 
or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply 
an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts 
when reading. 

Item Types: 

• MC 

• Essay 

Number of Items: 
2 

  
 

NMCCSS Standard Test Item Specifications:  
 
Modification of the PARCC evidence tables. 

● Use academic and domain-specific words 
 
 
 

Unique to 11-12 grade: 
● None 

L.11-12.6 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
Acquire and use accurately general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. Item Types: 

• Essay 
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Standards and Item Count Table for Writing IV EOC 

DOK levels have not been included on the ELA Reading and Writing end-of-course exams due the fact PARCC 
does not use DOK levels to characterize items. 

NMCCSS Standards Number of Item Types Summary 

W.11-12.1
W.11-12.7
W.11-12.8
W.11-12.9
L.11-12.2
L.11-12.3
L.11-12.6

 1 Essay The essay prompts are both a research synthesis task, 
one of which is a literary analysis and one of which is 
a position paper based on ideas conveyed in 
informational texts.  Students will select one of two 
prompt for their essay. 
All texts are encountered on the Reading IV exam.  

L.11-12.2  4 MC This test consists of six multiple choice questions related 

to conventions of writing. 

L.11-12.3  2 MC 
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EoC 20-Point Rubric for Scoring Literary Analysis and Persuasive Essay Using Informational Texts 

Alignment Reporting 
Category 

1 Point 2 Points 3 Points 4 Points 

W.11-12.1
W.11-12.8
W.11-12.9

Ideas --No comprehension of 
ideas presented in prompt 

--Demonstrates limited 
comprehension of ideas stated in 
prompt 

--Demonstrates appropriate 
comprehension of ideas stated in 
prompt 

--Demonstrates effective 
comprehension of ideas stated in 
prompt 

W.11-12.1
W.11-12.9

Claims, 
Evidence, 
Reasoning 

--Ineffective or no thesis  
--Offers summary of topic 
and has nonexistent text-
based evidence 
--Counterclaims not 
acknowledged 

--Weak thesis  
--Attempts to analyze yet offers 
unclear, faulty, or misleading 
reasoning, explanations, & 
interpretations 
--Counterclaims minimally 
supported 

--Appropriate thesis synthesizing 
central claim 
--Analyzes text-based evidence and 
topic w/ mostly clear reasoning, 
explanations, & interpretations 
--Counterclaims partially 
supported 

--Effectively contains thesis 
synthesizing central claim 
--Effectively analyzes text-based 
evidence and topic w/ clear 
reasoning, explanations, and 
interpretations 
--Counterclaims effectively 
supported 

W.11-12.1
W.11-12.7
W.11-12.8

Organization 
(not connected 
to length, but 
to content) 

--Ineffective or no 
introduction 
--No attempt to establish 
order or connect ideas 
--No transitions 
--Ends abruptly 

--Contains minimal introduction 
--Sequence of ideas is stilted or 
 occasionally random 
--Rarely uses transitions or uses 
basic transition techniques 
--Conclusion is ineffective 

--Contains appropriate 
introduction 
--Logical sequence of ideas using 
effective transitions but techniques 
lacking in accuracy 
--Adequate use of concluding 
statements and restates claims & 
counterclaims 

--Contains an effective 
introduction 
--Logical sequence of ideas using 
effective transitions that clarify 
relationships between ideas 
--Effective use of concluding 
statements to summarize claims 
& counterclaims 

W.11-12.1
L.11-12.2
L.11-12.3
L.11-12.6

Tone 
(attitude 
toward subject 
or audience) 

--No tone is established 
--Inaccurate or repetitive 
word choice 
--No use of figurative 
language, imagery, 
rhetorical strategies & text 
structures 
--Simple, repetitive syntax 

--Minimal attempt to create tone 
but not reflective of prompt 
--General vocabulary not always 
appropriate to prompt 
--Minimal use of figurative 
language, imagery, rhetorical 
structures, & text structures 
--Minimal use of varied syntax 

--Establishes tone appropriate to 
prompt 
--Appropriate but general 
vocabulary to prompt 
--Figurative language, imagery, 
rhetorical strategies, & text 
structures 
--Varied use of syntax  

--Establishes accurate tone 
appropriate to prompt 
--Accurate and precise vocabulary 
that is appropriate to prompt 
--Effective figurative language or 
imagery, rhetorical strategies, & 
text structures. 
--Effective and varied syntax 

W.11-12.2 Mechanics 
(capitalization, 
punctuation, 
and spelling 
when writing) 

--Does not demonstrate 
command of conventions 
of standard English 

-- Demonstrates minimal command 
of the conventions of standard 
English  

-- Demonstrates appropriate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English  

-- Demonstrates full command of 
the conventions of standard 
English  
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The following sample questions have been released from the NMPED 2016-17 Item Bank 
Asterisks (*) denote the correct answer. 

 
Sample Question 1. 
 
Select the hyphenated noun that is spelled correctly. 
A. sister-in-laws 
B. follows-up 
C. runner-ups 
D. sticks-in-the-mud* 
 
 
Sample Question 2. 
 
Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 
A. Juan likes to swim and, he swims very well. 
B. Mark goes to school: and he works at night. 
C. Juanita is a senior in high school, but she is attending the community college.* 
D. You should buy food when you are not hungry, Monday’s are the best time to buy. 
 
 
Sample Question 3. 
 
Which sentence uses correct grammar?  
A. None of the dessert was left by the end of the birthday party.* 
B. None of the dessert were left by the end of the birthday party. 
C. None of the desserts was left by the end of the birthday party. 
D. None of the dessert are left by the end of the birthday party. 
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Sample Question 4. 

Unless you object, we will raise your salary by ten percent. 

Which sentence below has the same meaning as the italicized sentence? 

A. We will raise your salary by ten percent although you object.
B. We will raise your salary by ten percent if you don’t object.*
C. Should you object, we will raise your salary by ten percent.
D. Due to your objection, we will raise your salary by ten percent.




