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Purpose Statement 

Fine Arts: Digital Photography 

The Digital Photography EoC Exam is intended to measure student proficiency of the New Mexico Visual and Performing 
Arts Standards.  This course-level exam is provided to all students who have completed Digital Photography or related 
courses.  
 
This exam can be given for the following STARS course codes: 
 

● 1171 Photography 

 
Intended as a final exam for the course, this is a summative exam covering a wide range of content, skills, and 
applications. Scores are reported to the teacher, school, district, and state levels for the purposes of student grades, 
curriculum review, and NMTeach summative reports. 

 

“The EOCs are exams written by New Mexico Teachers for New Mexico Students.” 
During the 2018-19 school year, teachers were brought together online to revise and dually align the blueprints with the 
newly adopted New Mexico Core Arts Standards and the 2009 New Mexico Visual and Performing Arts Standards. The 
NMPED extends our gratitude to those who contributed to this improvement process.  Although we were unable to 
implement every suggestion due to conflicting viewpoints at times, this blueprint reflects the best collaborative effort 
among dedicated peers. A team will reconvene in the 2019 Spring semester to create an EoC aligning to the New Mexico 
Core Arts Standards. 

 
NMPED wants to especially recognize the following person(s) who led the revision for this blueprint: 
 

Michele Clark, North Valley Academy, Blueprint Lead 
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Explanation of Blueprint & Test Specifications Table 

Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 

● This portion of the blueprint identifies the specific skill and knowledge students will
have to demonstrate during the exam.

● Item specifications provide clarity on the assessments limits.

● Although the standard may be broader, the item specifications may place constraint
on portions of the standard in order to provide more transparency as to what
specifically will be measured relative to the standard.

● Item specifications provide guidelines for the item writer so they know what topics to
specifically focus on when authoring items.

The standards identified in this portion 
of the blueprint are dually aligned to 
the old New Mexico Visual and 
Performing Arts Standards (2009) and 
the recently adopted New Mexico Core 
Arts Standards. Refer to the link below 
for the Enduring Understanding and 
Essential Question associated with the 
listed standard: 
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org
. 

New Mexico Teachers identified the 
standards to be measured on the EOC 
exam.  Typically, the standard was 
identified to be measured because: 1) a 
great deal of curricular instructional 
time is spent on this standard and/or; 
2) the standards is important to
subsequent learning.

It is important to note that the 
standards in the blueprint are only a 
subset of standards to be measured 
with the understanding that teachers 
cover more standards during the 
course of instruction than what has 
been selected to be measured.  

Item Types: 
The item types for this EOC exam are limited to: 
MC =   Multiple Choice only with or without stimulus (e.g., image, chart, video) 

Sample Question(s): 

Sample questions have been provided to assist teachers to correlate the questions with the 
test item specifications. 

● An asterisk (*) denotes the correct answer.
● DOK = Depth of Knowledge
● Some sample questions may be a released item from prior EoC exams.
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Blueprint Table Digital Photography, Grades 9-12 

Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 
(b) Evaluate elements of art, principles of design and other artistic concepts as to
their effect in various works of art.

Specifications: 
● Identify the different elements of design (i.e., color, form, line, shape,

space, texture, value).
● Identify the different principles of design (i.e., balance, contrast,

emphasis, movement, pattern, proportion, repetition, rhythm,
unity/harmony, variety).

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.1.1A.b

Standard: 1 
Learn and develop the essential skills and technical 
demands unique to dance, music, theatre/drama, and 
visual arts. 

Benchmark: 1A 
Explore and understand the elements of art and 
principles of design and what makes them effective in 
solving specific art problems. 

2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and Accomplished. 
See Standards for HS Advanced.) 

Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in 
artistic work. 

VA:Re8.1.Ia 
Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported 
by relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work 
and its various contexts. 

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic 
work. 

VA:Re9.1.Ia 
Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of 
art or collection of works. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus 

Sample Question: 

Source: https://www.pinterest.com/explore/facades/ (Labeled for reuse) 

The photograph best represents which element of art and principle of design? 

A. shape and harmony
B. line and contrast*
C. texture and balance
D. color and variety

DOK 1 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 
(a) Demonstrate an increasing level of competence in using processes, media, and
techniques to create experimental and display-quality works of art.

Specifications: 
● Identify and explain camera controls. (e.g., white balance, aperture, shutter speed,

exposure modes).
● Understanding creating composition (e.g., subject matter, placement, rule of thirds,

perspective, emphasis, background).
● Make informed choices about composition when photographing and editing digital

images.
● Demonstrate proper camera and digital processing techniques in production of a

work of art.

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 
9-12.VISUAL ARTS.1.1B.a

Standard: 1 
Learn and develop the essential skills and 
technical demands unique to dance, music, 
theatre/drama, and visual arts. 

Benchmark: 1B 
Show skill, confidence, and sensitivity in 
applying knowledge of art media and 
techniques to the production of artwork. 

2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 

Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work. 

VA:Cr2.2.Ia 
Explain how traditional and nontraditional 
materials may impact human health and the 
environment and demonstrate safe handling 
of materials, tools, and equipment. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus 

Sample Question: 

Where would you adjust for the type of lighting on most digital cameras? 

A. the white balance setting*
B. the manual mode setting
C. the flash setting
D. the multi-shot mode setting

DOK 1 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification:  
(b)  Evaluate the use of techniques and effectiveness of media in various works of art. 
 
Specifications: 

● Identify the different elements of art (i.e., color, form, line, shape, space, texture, 
value). 

● Identify the different principles of design (i.e., balance, contrast, emphasis, 
movement, pattern, proportion, repetition, rhythm, unity/harmony, variety). 

● Knowledge of photographic techniques (e.g., overexposure, underexposure, rule of 
thirds, depth of field). 

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 
 
9-12.VISUAL ARTS.1.1B.b 
 
Standard: 1 
Learn and develop the essential skills and 
technical demands unique to dance, music, 
theatre/drama, and visual arts. 
 
Benchmark: 1B 
Show skill, confidence, and sensitivity in 
applying knowledge of art media and 
techniques to the production of artwork. 
 
2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 
 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze 
artistic work. 
 
VA:Re.7.2.Ia 
Analyze how one’s understanding of the 
world is affected by experiencing visual 
imagery. 
 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and 
meaning in artistic work. 
 
VA:Re8.1.Ia 
Interpret an artwork or collection of works, 
supported by relevant and sufficient 
evidence found in the work and its various 
contexts. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus  

Sample Question: 
 
Which photograph best represents shallow depth of field? 
 

 
 

  

A. B. C. D.* 

Sources: https://negativespace.co (copyright free stock photos) 

DOK 1 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification:  
(a)  Compare and contrast a variety of artworks in an historical and cultural context, and 
assimilate this into personal expression. 
 
Specifications: 

● Analyze and discuss complex ideas in works of art and photography. 
● Knowledge of the history of photography (e.g., camera obscura, daguerreotype, 

photographic movement, Kodak, pictorialism, photojournalism, documentation, 
photography as art, early photographers). 

● Knowledge of the history of digital photography (e.g., digital camera development 
and evolution, photojournalism, documentation, effect on pop culture, digital 
photography as art). 

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 
 
9-12.VISUAL ARTS.2.2B.a 
 
Standard: 2 
Use dance, music, theatre/drama, and visual 
arts to express ideas. 
 
Benchmark: 2B 
Describe how specific works of art can 
communicate an idea or elicit a variety of 
responses through the use of selected media, 
techniques, and processes. 
 
2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 
 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate 
artistic work. 
 
VA:Re9.1.Ia 
Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate 
a work of art or collection of works. 
 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and 
works with societal, cultural, and historical 
context to deepen understanding. 
 
VA:Cn11.1.Ia 
Describe how knowledge of culture, 
traditions, and history may influence personal 
responses to art.  

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus  

Sample Question: 
 

 
Source: http://www.retrofocus.nl/altphoto/index.htm (Labeled for reuse) 
 
The Curb Market (1920), by Joseph Petrocelli, is an example of what type of photography? 
 

A. candid 
B. photojournalism 
C. pictorialism* 
D. conceptual photography 

DOK 1 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 
(b) Review and assess the use of elements of art and principles of design in art works.

Specifications: 
● Identify the different elements of art (i.e., color, form, line, shape, space, texture,

value).
● Identify the different principles of design (i.e., balance, contrast, emphasis,

movement, pattern, proportion, repetition, rhythm, unity/harmony, variety).
● Analyze digital photography as they relate to the elements of art (i.e., color, form,

line, shape, space, texture, value).
● Analyze digital photographs as they relate to the principles of design (i.e., balance,

contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, proportion, repetition, rhythm,
unity/harmony, variety).

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.2.2B.b

Standard: 2 
Use dance, music, theatre/dance, and visual 
arts to express ideas. 

Benchmark: 2B 
Describe how specific works of art can 
communicate an idea or elicit a variety of 
responses through the use of selected media, 
techniques, and processes. 

2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and 
conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

VA:Cr1.1.Ia 
Use multiple approaches to begin creative 
endeavors 

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate 
artistic work. 

VA:Re9.1.Ia 
Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate 
a work of art or collection of works. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus 

Sample Question: 

Which student digital example best represents the students understanding of repetition 
and movement? 

A. B.* C. D. 

Source: https://www.google.com/search (copyright free images & stock photos) 

DOK 2 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification:  
(b)  Explore challenging visual arts problems, 
independently using intellectual skills such as analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation. 
 
Specifications: 

● Analyze how photographic images were created 
and relate to history and culture (e.g., camera 
obscura, daguerreotype, photographic movement, 
Kodak, pictorialism, camera invention and 
development, photography as art). 

● Analyze how photographic images relate to history 
and culture (e.g., pop culture, photojournalism, 
photo documentation, social documentation). 

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 
 
9-12.VISUAL ARTS.3.3B.b 
 
Standard: 3 
Integrate understanding of visual and performing arts by seeking connections 
and parallels among arts disciplines as well as all other content areas. 
 
Benchmark: 3B 
Examine how specific works are created, and how they relate to historical and 
cultural contexts, science, and the humanities. 
 
2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 
 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic 
work. 
 
VA:Pr6.1.Ia  
Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection has on 
personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and understandings.  
 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work. 
 
VA:Re.7.2.Ia 
Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by experiencing 
visual imagery.  
 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, 
and historical context to deepen understanding. 
 
VA:Cn11.1.Ia 
Describe how knowledge of culture, traditions, and history may influence 
personal responses to art. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus  

Sample Question: 
 
How is photo documentation important to history? 
 

A. Photo documentation can 
promote social awareness and 
educate the viewer.* 

B. Photo documentation is a 
planned, well-thought-out tool 
for preservation. 

C. Photo documentation is a 
manipulated reality that 
stimulates the viewer’s emotions. 

D. Photo documentation is 
the only accurate art form of 
preservation. 

DOK 2 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 
(a) Synthesize idea-gathering processes, art elements, and design principles with subject,
theme, and content to express personal experiences and create meaning in art.

Specifications: 
● Identify the different elements of art (i.e., color, form, line, shape, space, texture,

value).
● Identify the different principles of design (i.e., balance, contrast, emphasis,

movement, pattern, proportion, repetition, rhythm, unity, variety).
● Knowledge of the idea-gathering process (e.g., inspiration).
● Analyze meaning (e.g., mood and emotions) of a photograph using:

● elements of art (e.g., cool colors vs. warm colors, soft line vs. hard lines, and
smooth vs. rough can all create different moods and stir different emotions)

● principles of design (e.g., high contrast vs. low contrast, symmetrical vs.
asymmetrical, and what the artist chooses to emphasize can all create mood and
evoke emotions)

● subject matter
● theme (e.g., life, society, culture, pop culture, and human nature)
● content (e.g., symbols, and motif)

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standard 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.4.4A.a

Standard: 4 
Demonstrate an understanding of the 
dynamics of the creative process. 

Benchmark: 4A 
Analyze the qualities and characteristics of 
various art, media, techniques, and 
processes that influence the creative 
process. 

2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze 
artistic work. 

VA:Re.7.1.Ia 
Hypothesize ways in which art influences 
perception and understanding of human 
experiences 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus 

Sample Question: 

What emotion is the photographer trying to evoke? 

A. cool and humorous*
B. warm and peaceful
C. cold and unfriendly
D. surprise and joy

DOK 2 

Source:https://pxhere.com/no/photo/764358 (Labeled for reuse) 

10

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf
http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf
http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf


Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 
(b) Interpret the meaning of art works or visual culture in terms of the cultures that produced
them, including contemporary critiques of the meanings embedded in popular culture (e.g.,
television, the Internet, video games, movies, etc.).

Specifications: 
● Knowledge of popular culture.
● Interpret meaning of digital photographs in terms of popular culture.
● Interpret meaning of photographs in terms of culture and times.

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.6.6A.b

Standard: 6 
Show increased awareness of diverse 
peoples and cultures through visual and 
performing arts. 

Benchmark: 6A 
Describe uses and explore the meaning of 
art objects within diverse cultures, times, 
and geographic locations. 

2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning 
through the presentation of artistic work. 

VA:Pr6.1.Ia 
Analyze and describe the impact that an 
exhibition or collection has on personal 
awareness of social, cultural, or political 
beliefs and understandings. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus 

Sample Question: 

How are the Kodak Box camera and the cell phone camera alike? 

A. They are both compact.
B. They both affected pop culture during their time.*
C. They both had the ability to play movies.
D. They both had to be charged before using.

DOK 1 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification: 
(a) Explain or theorize regarding the effects of the technology of the time on historic works of
art.

Specifications: 
● Knowledge of the history of photography (e.g., camera obscura, daguerreotype,

photographic movement, Kodak, pictorialism, photojournalism, Photo-Session,
photography as art, early photographers).

● Knowledge of the history of digital photography (e.g., digital camera development and
evolution, photojournalism, documentation, effect on pop culture, digital photography
as art).

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.7.7A.a

Standard: 7 
Demonstrate knowledge about how 
technology and invention have 
historically influenced artists and 
offered new possibilities for expression. 

Benchmark: 7A 
Evaluate the role of invention and 
technology on art, directly and 
indirectly. 

2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 

Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic 
ideas and works with societal, cultural, 
and historical context to deepen 
understanding. 

A:Cn11.1.Ia 
Describe how knowledge of culture, 
traditions, and history may influence 
personal responses to art. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus 

Sample Question: 

In the early 1900’s, Alfred Stieglitz was part of a photographic movement called Photo-Session.  
What was the role of the Photo-Session society? 

A. to set up studios to take portraits
B. to promote photography as a fine art*
C. to journal what was happening in photography
D. to photograph each other

DOK 1 
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Standard/Learning Outcome Performance Standards with Test Specification:  
(a)  Integrate current technology into a work of art to achieve a specific outcome. 
 
Specifications: 

● Understand the workflow as it relates to image capturing (e.g., checking setting, focus, 
exposure, holding the camera). 

● Understand the workflow as it relates to image editing (e.g., image transfer, image 
management, straightening, cropping, color correction). 

● Understand the workflow as it relates to image output (i.e., web, presentation, print). 

2009 New Mexico Visual Arts Standards 
 
9-12.VISUAL ARTS.7.7B.a 
 
Standard: 7 
Demonstrate knowledge about how 
technology and invention have 
historically influenced artists and offered 
new possibilities for expression. 
 
Benchmark: 7B 
Demonstrate effective visual 
communication using current arts-
related technology. 
 
2018 New Mexico Core Arts Standards 
(Based on Visual Arts HS Proficient and 
Accomplished. See Standards for HS 
Advanced.) 
 
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and 
develop artistic ideas and work. 
 
VA:Cr2.2.Ia 
Explain how traditional and 
nontraditional materials may impact 
human health and the environment and 
demonstrate safe handling of materials, 
tools, and equipment. 

Item Types: 
MC with or without stimulus  

Sample Question: 
 
What would you find in a digital darkroom? 
 

A. a safelight and taped windows 
B. software for editing pictures* 
C. chemicals and tubs to develop photographs 
D. films and clips to dry photographs after enlarging 

DOK 1 
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Digital Photography Reporting Category Alignment Chart 

Reporting Category Standard 
(Count by DOK) 

Total 
1 2 3 

Photography Equipment 
and Technique 

Creating/Connecting 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.1.1B.a
VA:Cr2.2.Ia 

7 5 12 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.7.7B.a
A:Cn11.1.Ia 

1 1 2 

Analysis and Art Criticism 
Performing/Responding 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.1.1B.b
VA:Re.7.2.Ia 
VA:Re8.1.Ia 

2 2 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.3.3B.b
VA:Pr6.1.Ia  
VA:Re.7.2.Ia 

1 3 4 

Principles of Visual Arts 
Creating/Responding 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.1.1A.b
VA:Re8.1.Ia 
VA:Re9.1.Ia 

1 5 2 8 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.4.4A.a
VA:Re.7.1.Ia 

1 3 4 8 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.2.2B.b
VA:Cr1.1.Ia 
VA:Re9.1.Ia 

1 1 

History and Social Impact of 
Photographic Art 

Creating/Performing/ 
Responding/Connecting 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.2.2B.a
VA:Re9.1.Ia 

VA:Cn11.1.Ia 
1 2 3 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.6.6A.b
VA:Pr6.1.Ia 

4 4 

9-12.VISUAL ARTS.7.7A.a
VA:Cr2.2.Ia 

1 1 2 

Grand Total 11 24 11 46 

*New Mexico Core Arts Standards are in blue.
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