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Implementing 
the NM STEM 

Standards 

Did You 
Know? 

The three-dimensionality of 
the NM STEM Ready! Science 

Standards require a more 
robust approach to assess the 
standards than tradi�onal test 

items, in the form of item 
clusters. An item cluster 
assesses a performance 

expecta�on with 4–5 test 
tasks (items) each �ed to the 
same unifying s�mulus (an 

iden�fied 
phenomenon). 
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Assessment 
The New Mexico Public Educa�on Department has released a memorandum with 
updated informa�on regarding science assessments for the 2018–2019 and 2019–2020 
school years. 

End of Course Exams (EoC) 
For the 2018-2019 school year, the End of Course (EoC) exams will be a blended 
assessment consis�ng of items aligned to both the previous NM science content 
standards and the new NM STEM Ready! Science Standards. The grade 7 End of 
Course exam will be op�onal. 

During the Spring 2019 EoC administra�on, item clusters fully aligned to NM STEM 
Ready! Science Standards will be field tested. These items will be a mul�-dimensional 
item cluster of 4–5 tasks connected to a unified s�mulus (an iden�fied phenomenon). 
Middle and high school teachers and students have access to released item clusters to 
become familiar with how item clusters assess the three-dimensionality of the new 
science standards. 

The EoC exams for the 2019–2020 school year will be fully aligned to the NM STEM 
Ready! Science Standards. 

Statewide Summative Assessment 
The science standards based assessment (SBA) for the 2018–2019 school year will assess 
the previous New Mexico Science Content Standards in grades 4, 7, and 11. 

During the 2019–2020 school year, the state will opera�onalize the New Mexico
 Assessment of Science Readiness (ASR) in grades 5, 8, and 11; the new ASR statewide 
summa�ve assessment will be fully aligned to the NM STEM Ready! Science Standards. 
To prepare for this transi�on, during the Spring 2019 SBA window, a field test will be 
administered to a random subset of districts and charter schools. Addi�onal informa�on 
will be provided to the schools and state charters par�cipa�ng in the field test. 

Share with friends! 
Click here to subscribe to our biweekly 
newsletter and stay updated! 

Reach out to the Math and Science Bureau sta˜ with questions or for more information. 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Memorandum_NM-STEM-Ready-2018.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/eoc-blueprints/
https://www.nmepic.com/ACE/GuestUser
https://www.csai-online.org/sites/default/files/CSAI Whitepaper_1_Cluster Design.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D832LP9
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/math-science/staff/



