
A 21ST CENTURY LEARNING COMMUNITY 

TA Response - Habitual Truancy 

Taos Academy Attendance Policy: Taos Academy's attendance is unique in that the school is 

accountable for student progress and mastery as well as physical attendance within the school 

building during the instructional day. 

Under the Cyber School Act, we are required to report Academic Attendance per TA policy, 

which is as follows: 

"All TA courses are intended to be completed during the period of a single semester (18 weeks) 

in order to be receive credit. Students may work ahead in their classes but must maintain the 

minimum established pace as indicated by the student's assignment calendar and meet a 

minimum mastery level of 70% in all classes. Students not maintaining an actual gral:le of 70% 

will receive an Academic Absence for the week." 

It is worth pointing out that: 
1) this is a higher standard than a traditional brick-and-mortar school is held to; in

essence, any time a TA student's actual grades drop below a C average in any class, they

accrue an Academic Absence.

2) Academic Absences at Taos Academy do not equate in the same way to loss of
instructional time as a traditional Physical Absence. In a traditional classroom, a student

who is not physically present misses instructional time that they can never regain. In
Taos Academy's blended learning model, an Academic Absence indicates that a student

is behind in their work or has a low grade - and that student is brought in for additional
time and learning on our campus with their teachers. Not only is there not a true loss of

instructional time (because the academic work remains accessible to the student 24/7),
but the result is an increase of instructional time because of our intervention system.

This mastery-based versus time-based academic rigor is one reason for our success as a
school over the last 9 years.

According to NMPED data, Taos Academy's Habitual Truancy rate for SY1718 rose to 20.68%, 
above the Habitual Truancy rate of the neighboring school district, which fell to just above 10% 
for the same year. This data is based on STARS reporting for the school year and shows that 55 
TA students were considered Habitually Truant over the course of the year, meaning that they 
accrued 10 or more Unexcused Academic Absences through low grades, low progress in their 
coursework, or a combination of both. 
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