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2018 Charter School Renewal – New Mexico School for the Arts 

PED RECOMMENDATION  

The PED recommends a renewal term of five (5) years with the following condition: 

• 100% of governing council members will complete required trainings during FY19 and subsequent years of 
the charter term

Summary of Performance 

Academic. The school performed well in all of categories of the A-F School Grading Report since 2015. 
The school received “Exceeds Standard” in two (2) of three (3) school specific goals during the past three 
(3) years, but received a “Falls Far Below Standard” in one (1) goal (related to PARCC math achievement).
The school met all goals in 2015.   The school’s Overall School Grade was an A during each year of the
contract term.

Financial. The school had six (6) audit findings during the last three (3) years. No findings were repeats 
and none were at the significant deficiency or material weakness classification. The school decreased the 
number of findings from one year to the next resulting in one (1) finding during the FY17 audit.  

Organizational. In 2017-2018 and 2016-2017 the school received no “Falls Far Below Standard” ratings 
for any indicator. One (1) of five (5) governing council members completed required trainings during FY18. 

http://www.sde.state.nm.us/


 

Renewal Application - New Mexico School for the Arts 
 
 
PART A:  Data analysis provided by CSD 
Please see Part A - Summary Data Report based on data from Current Charter Contract term. 
 
 
PART B: Progress Report provided by the School 
Please see Part B for the school’s self-report on the progress of meeting the academic performance, 
financial compliance and governance responsibilities of the charter school, including achieving the goals, 
objectives, student performance outcomes, state standards of excellence and other terms of the charter 
contract, including the accountability requirements set forth in the Assessment and Accountability Act 
during the Current Charter Term.   

 

Chart 1. Evaluation Ratings of the School’s Progress Report, as confirmed at the renewal site visit 
Section Indicator Final Rating 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 
1.a Department’s Standards of Excellence— 

A-F School Letter Grades 
Meets the Standard 

1.b Specific Charter Goals Demonstrates Substantial Progress 
FINANCIAL COMPLIANCE 
2.a Audit  Meets the Standard 
2.b Board of Finance Meets the Standard 
CONTRACTUAL, ORGANIZATIONAL, AND GOVERNANCE 
3.a Material Terms Meets the Standard  
3.b Organizational Performance Framework Demonstrates Substantial Progress 
3.c Governance Responsibilities Demonstrates Substantial Progress 

The ratings above, based on the rubric in the renewal kit, are also listed in the margin below.  In addition, 
the Performance Framework results for the last two (2) school years (2016-2017 and 2017-2018) are 
provided in Appendix A.   
 

1)  Academic Performance 
 
a) Department’s Standards of Excellence  - A-F Letter Grades   

Schools that have maintained a C or better letter grade over the term of the contract AND have not 
earned a D or F in any indicator of the letter grade in the past two years  do NOT complete this Section.       
Academic Performance Framework 1a:  Overall NM School Grades:  A, A, A, and A. 
 
School Specific Charter Goals   
Schools that have met all of their school specific goals in each year of the contract term do NOT provide a 
narrative.   
Academic Performance Framework 1b and 1c:   
Mission Specific Goals, Optional Supplemental Indicators, & any School Specific Terms 
• Academic proficiency in reading per SBA [PARCC has since replaced the SBA]:  Exceeds Standard 
• Academic proficiency in math per SBA [PARCC has since replaced the SBA]:  Falls Far Below the 

Standard 
• Proficiency in an art form:  Exceeds Standard 

 
 

Meets the 
Standard 

Demonstrates 
Substantial 

Progress 



 

2) Financial Compliance 
 
a) Audit 

Schools that have received no material weakness, significant deficiency, or repeat audit findings in each 
of the annual audits during the term of the contract do NOT complete this Section.    
Organizational Performance Framework 2a and 2b 
 

b) Board of Finance 
Schools that have maintained all Board of Finance authority during the entire term of the contract 
do NOT complete this Section.  If required to complete this section, provide a narrative explaining the 
actions taken (improved practices and outcomes). 
 

c) Additional Financial Information 
   Financial Performance Framework #1-8:   Self-Assessment Survey  
 
 

3) Contractual, Organizational, and Governance Responsibilities 
 
a) Charter Material Terms 

All schools must provide a response for this section of the application. 
Organizational Performance Framework 1a:  Material Terms 
• Performing and visual arts 
• Auditions required for admission 
• Guest artist program 
• Target congressional districts throughout the state for presentations, networking, and recruiting 

trips 
 

b) Organizational Performance Framework 
Schools that do not have any repeated “working to meet” ratings or any “falls far below” ratings on the 
most recent organizational performance framework evaluation do NOT complete this Section. 
 Organizational Performance Framework 1b-1g, 4a-4c, and 5a-5c 
 
Any OCR complaints or formal special education complaints, identify those, provide all communication 
related to those, and describe the current status in Appendix, referenced in narrative by name.  List 
complaints:  none known 
 

c) Governance Responsibilities 
Organizational Performance Framework 3a and 3b    

 
 

 
PART C:  Financial Statement 

A financial statement that discloses the costs of administration, instruction and other spending categories 
for the charter school that is understandable to the general public that allows comparison of costs to other 
schools or comparable organizations and that is in a format required by the department. 
 
 
PART D:  Petitions of Support 

1) A petition in support of the charter school renewing its charter status signed by not less than sixty-
five percent of the employees in the charter school, with certified affidavit as Appendix B. 
Number:  30 out of 30     Percentage:  ___100___% 
 

__X__ 

__X__ 
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2) A petition in support of the charter school renewing its charter status signed by at least seventy-
five percent of the households whose children are enrolled in the charter school, with certified 
affidavit as Appendix C. 
Number:  160     Percentage:  ___76___% 

 

PART E:  Description of the Charter School Facilities and Assurances 

A description of the charter school facilities and assurances that the facilities are in compliance with the 
requirements of Section 22-8B-4.2 NMSA 1978. 
 

1) A narrative description of its facilities 
 

2) Attach ___ facility plans or _x__ the school’s Facility Master Plan  
 

3) Attach a copy of the following 
a) Copy of the building E Occupancy certificate(s)     School provided PSFA Letter (City of Santa Fe) 

from _____________________   number ________________________ 
b) Letter from PSFA (dated 2018) with the facility NMCI Score 32.3% indicating that the school 

meets the requirements of Subsection C of 22-8B-4.2 NMSA 1978 (if the charter school is 
relocating or expanding to accommodate more students).   
 

3) Provide assurances that the facilities are in compliance with the requirements of Section 22-8B-4.2 
NMSA 1978, including subsections A, C, and D. A template is available from the PEC’s website. 
_____Public  (Cert A)        ___x __Private  (Cert B)          _____Foundation  (Cert C)        
School provided copy of the lease agreement, not fully executed. 

 
PART F:  Amendment Requests 
OPTIONAL:  Identify any amendments the school would like to have considered as part of the renewal 
process to be considered by the PEC as changes to the material terms that would become effective as part 
of the new contract.    

Number of proposed amendments submitted by school for new contract:   _0_ 

Number of prior Amendment Requests on file with CSD:  _0 since 2014_ 
 
 
School Response to CSD Preliminary Analysis 
An email was received from Eric Crites, Head Administrator, on November 30, 2018 that stated that the school 
believes the preliminary analysis is “a fair and accurate report--we do not feel that we need to provide a response, 
unless one is required.” 
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NMAC 6.80.4.17 NEW MEXICO SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS: 

   A.          Upon approval by the commission, a state chartered charter school may operate as the New Mexico school 
for the arts (“the school”), which shall be a statewide residential charter school for grades 9 through 12 offering 
intensive pre-professional instruction in the performing and visual arts combined with a strong academic program that 
leads to a New Mexico diploma of excellence. 
   B.          An application to the commission for approval of a charter shall contain assurances of compliance together 
with a plan for how the school will accomplish the following requirements contained in the New Mexico School for the 
Arts Act, being Laws 2008, Chapter 15, Sections 1 to 9: 

(1)  paying for all expenses associated with outreach activities and for room and board costs for students 
unable to pay all or part of the cost of room and board from a foundation or other private funding sources; 
(2)  working with a foundation or soliciting other private funding sources to obtain gifts, grants and donations 
to ensure that the school has adequate revenue to make the payments described in Paragraph (1) of 
Subsection B of 6.80.4.17 NMAC; 
(3)  not using money received from the state other than charter school stimulus funds to make the payments 
described in Paragraph (1) of Subsection B of 6.80.4.17 NMAC; 
(4)  admitting an equal number of students from each of the state’s congressional districts, to the greatest 
extent possible and without jeopardizing admissions standards; 
(5)  conducting its admissions process in a way that provides equal opportunity regardless of a student’s prior 
exposure to artistic training and to the student’s ability to pay for room and board; and 
(6)  conducting admissions criteria-free outreach activities throughout the state each year that acquaint 
potential students with the programs at the school, to include programs specifically for middle school 
students and workshops for teachers. 

   C.          By July 1 after the first year the school has provided preprofessional instruction in the performing and visual 
arts and by July 1 every year thereafter, the school shall submit a report simultaneously to the division and the 
commission containing: 

(1)  non-personally identifiable demographic information about both applicants and students admitted to the 
school delineated by counties, congressional districts, socioeconomic status, gender and ethnicity; and 
(2)  the number of students who requested financial assistance for room and board, the total amount of 
financial assistance provided, and the amounts distributed delineated by the source of gifts, grants and 
donations received by the school. 

   D.          During the planning year the school shall develop a sliding-fee scale subject to the following considerations: 
(1)  the purpose of the sliding-fee scale is to defray all or part of the costs of room and board for students 
whose parents or guardians are financially unable to pay these fees; 
(2)  in determining ability to pay, the school may use a variety of methods including but not limited to: 
(a)  self disclosures in a financial aid application developed by the school; 
(b)  poverty thresholds as maintained by the United States census bureau; 
(c)  poverty guidelines as maintained by the United States department of health and human services; 
(d)  whether the public school that the student applicant most recently came from was a recipient of funds 
under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended; 
(e)  whether the student applicant for enrollment was eligible to receive free or reduced price school meals at 
the public school previously attended; and 
(f)  the amount or percentage of assistance an enrolled student received for room and board the prior school 
year from the school; 
(3)  the school shall submit its sliding-fee scale to the commission for initial approval during the planning year 
and may request changes at subsequent commission meetings for good cause shown. 

   E.          It shall be the responsibility of the school to obtain adequate funding from private sources to pay annual 
outreach costs and to defray all or part of room and board fees for students financially unable to pay.  No state funds 
except for charter school stimulus funds received and used during the planning year may be used for these 
purposes.  Private funding sources available to the school shall include the use of a foundation or the soliciting and 
receipt of gifts, grants and donations.  Failure to secure adequate funding for these purposes shall constitute grounds 
for denial or revocation of a charter. 
   F.          Except for provisions of this rule related to admission of students by lottery, admission on a first-come first-
serve basis, the ability to charge for residential fees, admissions criteria and location of the school anywhere in the 
state, all other provisions of this rule related to state-chartered charter schools shall apply to the school. 
[6.80.4.17 NMAC - N, 6/29/07; 6.80.4.17 NMAC - N, 6/30/08] 
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x NM School for the Arts 2016-2017 2017-2018

Category I.  Academic Performance Framework

 I-A.00 (1a)  NM A-F School Grading System Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 I-A.01 (1b)  Mission Specific Indicators Falls Far Below (or Does Not Meet) Standard Falls Far Below (or Does Not Meet) Standard

 I-A.02 Optional Supplemental Indicators (school specific items in charter) Not Applicable Not Applicable

Category II.  Financial Performance Framework

 II-A.00-06 (#1-8)  Operating Budget/Audits/PeriodicReports/Expenditures/Reimbursements/AuditReviews/Meals Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

Category III.  Organizational Performance Framework

 III-A.00 (1a) Educational Plan:  material terms of the approved charter application Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 III-A.01 (1b) Education Plan:  applicable education requirements Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 III-A.02 (1c) Education Plan:  protecting the rights of all students Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 III-A.03 (1d) Educational Plan:  protecting the rights of students with special needs (IDEA, 504, gifted) Working to Meet Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 III-A.04 (1e) Educational Plan:  protecting the rights of English Language Learners (Title III) Working to Meet Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 III-A.05 (1f) Educational Plan:  complying with the compulsory attendance laws Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 III-A.06 (1g) Educational Plan:  meet their recurrent enrollment goals Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 IV-A.00 (2a) Business Management & Oversight:  meeting financial reporting & compliance requirements Working to Meet Standard Working to Meet Standard

 IV-A.01 (2b) Business Management & Oversight:  following generally accepted accounting principles Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 V-A.00 (3a) Governance and Reporting:  complying with governance requirements Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 V-A.01 (3b) Governance and Reporting:  holding management accountable Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 VI-A.00 (4a) Employees:  meeting teacher and other staff credentialing requirements Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 VI-A.01 (4b) Employees:  respecting employee rights Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 VI-A.02 (4c) Employees:  completing required background checks Working to Meet Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 VII-A.00 (5a) School Environment:  complying with facilities requirements Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 VII-A.01 (5b) School Environment:  complying with health and safety requirements Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

 VII-A.02 (5c) School Environment:  handling information appropriately Meets (or Exceeds) Standard Meets (or Exceeds) Standard

Category:  Organizational Performance Framework

 School Specific Terms:  data on any terms specified in the school's Performance Framework Not Applicable Not Applicable

Appendix A
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