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High Quality Curriculum –
American Education

A high-quality curriculum is evidence-based, equity-focused, 
educator-friendly, and cost-effective. It is also fundamental to 
a democratic education. As my colleague and our institute’s 
director David Steiner puts it, “What we teach isn’t some 
sidebar issue in American education; it is American 
education.”
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Research

“Students in classrooms that use 1 highly rated curriculum for 
4 consecutive years outpaced comparison students by 38 
percentile points, equivalent to  4 additional years of 
learning.”

-Dr. Steiner 2017
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Materials Matter!!!
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HQIM are content-rich, fully accessible, culturally 
relevant, free from bias, research-based, and aligned to 
New Mexico state standards. They are written with clear 
purpose, effective lesson structure, and pacing to 
provide flexibility for teachers to best suit the learning 
styles of all students, encouraging inquiry and curiosity. 
HQIM may also provide a variety of relevant 
assessments to equip teachers with professional tools to 
evaluate student comprehension of the content and 
provide deeper understanding of the standards.
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State Adoption Cycle

LEA’s have flexibility to purchase materials off-cycle given their local needs
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Reasons for State Instructional 
Material Review & Adoption

• Addresses equity, by making available standards 
aligned instructional materials for all students

• Provides educators with lists of vetted materials
• Provides accurate information about the alignment of 

content to standards
• Enhances expertise of those who participate in the 

review
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Reasons for State Instructional 
Material Review & Adoption

• Provides tools & resources that can be utilized at the local 
level, supporting local control

• Makes high-quality instructional materials available at fixed 
cost for six years

• Benefit to state through economies of scale, particularly 
beneficial to smaller districts who may lack capacity to 
undertake a large scale review
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NM Review & Adoption 
Process

• Request for Applications
• Creation of the Citation Alignment & Scoring 

Rubrics (in collaboration with content experts in 
the field currently teaching)

• Reviewer Recruitment and Selection (Level II & 
III teachers)

• Reviewer Training (by PED content experts & 
IMB staff)
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NM Review & Adoption Process
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NM Summer Review 
Institute

• Usually first full week of June
• Full-year, comprehensive materials that are 

research-based
• Reviewed by Level II or III teachers (reviewers)
• Each reviewer determines the cognitive level to 

which the cited material aligns with each 
standard and criteria

• Each set of material is reviewed by three 
reviewers
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CTE Review Rubrics
• New Mexico CTE Standards 
• Common Career Technical Core Pathways
• High Quality CTE Framework 
• High Quality Indicators for all Content and Subjects
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CTE Adoption Info
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NM Review & Adoption 
Process

• Scores, Rankings, and Appraisals of 
Reviewed Material Posted 

• Adoption of Multiple List, & Publisher 
Agreements

• Regional Review Centers
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Reviewer Scores
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Review Team Appraisal
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Regional Review Centers
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How To Get Involved?
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-
materials/resources-information/
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Content Leader
• review and provide evidence for instructional material on a 

team with two additional reviewers
• provide content and standards support throughout the 

review to their review team
• facilitate daily check-ins with their team concerning 

progress toward final score of materials
• ensure the review team provides evidence that is valid
• lead reviewers toward an appraisal of materials 
• attend daily progress check-ins with their facilitator
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Reviewer
• review materials and provide evidence for alignment 

with standards and high quality indicators
• work with a Content Leader to ensure understanding 

of standards and authentic results
• meet scheduled deadlines for completing the review
• collaborate with another Reviewer and a Content 

Leader to author an evidence-based appraisal of 
reviewed material
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A Final Thought
When they have great instructional materials, 
teachers can focus their time, energy and 
creativity on bringing lessons to life and 
finding ways to inspire their students to learn 
and grow.
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Anthony Burns 
NM PED 
Instructional Materials Bureau
Anthony.Burns@state.nm.us  
505-827-6415
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