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Of all the gifts with which individuals may be endowed, none emerges earlier than musical talent (Strasser & Bresson, 2017).  It is important 

that young children learn about and have positive experiences with music (Hurlburt, 2015). These early experiences with music not only 
help children’s creative development, but they help develop other skills such as social emotional development, literacy, and math (i.e., 

rhyming & patterns). (EI 13.1 Creativity) Below are means of increasing opportunities for children to experience music.   

Playing Instruments & Creating Music 

• Have a parade!  
• Make instruments available for choice 

time and learning centers     
• Hang instruments on the fence while on 

the playground  
• Use a drum at greeting time to tap out 

the syllables in children’s names  
• Use a goodbye song to end your day 

with the children   
• Make your own instruments and 

encourage singing  
• Put rhythmic or rhyming stories to 

music   
• Listen to instrumental music and play 

along with classroom instruments  

Understanding Music 

• Invite family members or community 
musicians to play and sing  

• Attend a local child-friendly concert  
• Display photos of children and adults 

playing musical instruments  
• Expose children to a wide variety of 

music 
• Invite children to create their own 

version of familiar songs (e.g., Row 
Row Row Your Boat) 

Responding To Music 

• Do the “Freeze Dance”  
• Play a drum to match children’s 

movements  
• Sing songs at various volumes 

and tempos  
• Include a mirror in your music area 

so children can see themselves 
moving to music  

• Choose music that intentionally 
relates to classroom learning  

• Use music as a transition signal  
• Describe children’s movements as 

they dance or sing  
• Include culturally relevant 

costumes, scarves, ribbon wands, 
and props in the dramatic play 
area (e.g., Ballet Folklorico, Native 
American dances). 
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