ABC’s of Adopting and Implementing
the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy
Kadriye El-Atwani, PhD
Government to Government, November 2019
Albuquerque, NM

NMPED VISION, MISSION, and CORE
VALUES
Mission
Equity, Excellence and Relevance ∙The New Mexico Public Education
Department partners with educators, communities, and families to
ensure that ALL students are healthy, secure in their identity, and
holistically prepared for college, career, and life.
Vision
Rooted in our Strengths ∙ Students in New Mexico are engaged in a
culturally and linguistically responsive (CLR) educational system that
meets the social, emotional, and academic needs of ALL students.
Core Values
Student Centered ∙ Responsive ∙ Collaborative ∙ Transformative ∙
Innovative ∙ Reflective

Framework to Ensure Students are Engaged in a
Culturally and Linguistically Responsive
Educational System

CLR Framework
 Integrated Curriculum
 Cultural Relevancy
 Collaborative Community Relationships

 Holistic Wellness Philosophy
 Language Revitalization
 Enrichment & CC Preparatory Focus

Aligned to the Common Core State

District budget approvals ensure
that the key areas identified in the
framework and NMPED
professional learning and
evaluation include these
framework elements 100% of the
time.

Standards and College and Career
(CC) Readiness

Commitment to Community
and Service

Assessments, current and future, will
be aligned to CCSS and Framework
Integrated
Curriculum
CCSS

Addresses student growth and
development from early learning to
adulthood and allows for assessment
in authentic ways
Learner Centered Design or
Personalized Learning is a key strategy
to address the needs of Students with
Disabilities and Students with
Learning Differences

Holistic
Wellness
Philosophy/
Learner
Centered
Design

Culture and
Language
Context

Brings CLR education to the core of
School Development and Learning
- flexible for student interest and
identity development
Provides a lens for teams to create
policy, protocols, RFPs and assess
impact of program design of
professional learning from NMPED

Culturally and Linguistically
Responsive
Validating and affirming an individual’s home culture and language
to create connections with other cultures and languages in various
social contexts.

CLR
Validation –– the intentional and purposeful legitimatization of the
home culture and language of the student

Affirmation –– the intentional and purposeful effort to reverse the
negative stereotypes of non-mainstream cultures and languages
portrayed in historical perspective
- (Hollie, 2012)

CLR
Building –– creating connections between the home culture/language
and the school culture/ language through instruction for success in
school and society

Bridging –– creating opportunities for situational appropriateness or
utilizing appropriate cultural and linguistic behaviors
- (Hollie, 2012)

The Capstone – State Seal of BilingualismBiliteracy

Objective: 6.32.2 NMAC establishes the criteria for
students to earn a state seal of bilingualismbiliteracy on a New Mexico diploma of excellence.
The state seal of bilingualism-biliteracy certifies
that the recipient is proficient for meaningful use in
college, a career, or to meet a local community
language need in a language other than English.
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Let’s Share…
Brief introduction of yourself
What program(s) are you representing?

What does the Seal of Bilingualism and Biliteracy mean to you?

NM Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Rationale
• Recognizing academic achievement
• Developing proficiency in two or more languages
• Truly making NM an “English-Plus” state in policy and practice
• Meeting the demands of local communities in NM in cultural
revitalization, language, identity, and heritage
• Preparing students in NM cross-cultural competent in 21st
century’s global era
• Promoting bilingualism-biliteracy as a real asset in work place

NM State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Functions
First thing first is to recognize the educational value of the State Seal
of Bilingualism and Biliteracy.

1- The State Seal must be adopted by School Boards and Governing
Councils of districts and charter schools as it is awarded on the
Diploma of Excellence.
2- In accordance with the Indian Education Act, district/state charter
should have an updated Memorandum of Understanding or
Memorandum of Agreement with a neighboring tribe to award
the State Seal in tribal languages.

NM State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Functions
3- The district or charter school provides student centered language
programs and different pathways in the Seal adoption.

4- The district or charter school builds capacity to implement the Seal
adoption.
5- The district or charter school submits a request for the Seal image
to the PED.
6- The district or charter school recognizes bilingual-biliterate
graduates by printing the Seal on the
New Mexico Diploma of Excellence.

The State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy
September 15, 2015
The Rule was published for
the implementation of the
State Seal of Bilingualism and
Biliteracy on the Diploma of
Excellence

In SY 2016-2017, 490
high school students in
18 public school districts
and two charter schools
received the Seal

In SY 2018-2019, 878
high school students in
22 public school
districts and two
charter schools
received the Seal

2205 High School students received the State Seal since 2015.

Sep. 2014- Dec. 2014
The taskforce had
several meetings and
submitted a final
proposal to the PED

In SY 2015-2016,
156 high school
students in 11 public
school districts and
one charter school
received the Seal

In SY 2017-2018, 681
high school students
in 19 public school
districts and two
charter schools
received the Seal

English Learners and the Seal
EL Representation in the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy
2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

Current EL

72

98

156

RFEP

226

345

265

IFEP

192

238

457

61%

65%

58%

Total EL and
RFEP
Percentage

The State Seal has been
awarded in the following
languages: Spanish, Keres,
Navajo, Tewa, Tiwa, Zuni,
Chinese, French, German,
Italian, Japanese, Korean,
Tagalog, Turkish, Vietnamese
in between 2016-2019.

NM State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options
OPTION 1: Tribal Language Certification
Tribes manages
language proficiency
criteria, process, and
procedure

Student
receives
Diploma of
Excellence
with Seal

Student meets
graduation requirements
and the requirements set
by the Tribe

District/school receives
proficiency certification
from the Tribe

NM State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options
OPTION 2: Units of Credit & Assessment
Student takes and
passes (C or higher) 4
units of credit in a
language other than
English

Student
receives
Diploma of
Excellence
with Seal

Student takes and
passes the approved
assessment in a
language other than
English
Student meets
the NM
Graduation
Requirements

NM State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options
OPTION 3: Units of Credit & Alternative Process Portfolio
Student takes and passes (C or
higher) 4 units of credit in a
language other than English

Student
receives
Diploma of
Excellence
with Seal

Student successfully delivers a
presentation, participates in an
interview panel, and produces a
work sample; all in a language
other than English

Student meets
the NM
Graduation
Requirements

NM State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options
OPTION 4: Assessment & Alternative Process Portfolio
Student takes and
passes the approved
assessment in a
language other than
English

Student successfully delivers a
presentation, participates in an
interview panel, and produces
a work sample; all in a
language other than English

Student
receives
Diploma of
Excellence
with Seal

Student meets
the NM
Graduation
Requirements

Diversity and Equity
In a sentence (for each word), provide your definition of diversity and equity

DIVERSITY

EQUITY

How do effective Seal adoptions and implementations include opportunities to
value diversity and equity?

Rethinking the Role of Schools
Deficit Thinking Paradigm:
“ ….remediating problems rather than appreciating the strengths all
children bring to the classroom upon which a teacher can build to
extend knowledge” (Delpit, 1988)
Human
Rights

Respect
Seek Diversity

Choice
...Rather than think of diverse students as
Cultural
Literacy

problems, we can view them as resource who
can help all of us learn what it feels like to
move between cultures and language varieties,
and thus perhaps better learn how you become
citizens of the global community…” (Delpit,
1995, p.69)

Belonging

Flexibility
Social Justice
Empathy

Inclusive

Engaging Native Students in The Seal
• General Information about the Seal of Bilingualism and Biliteracy
• Continuous knowledge construction in Option I and it’s implementation in
the school/district and tribe
• Instantiate education as decolonized – meaningful educational practice out
of students’ languages, cultures, community-based identities

• Build up a strong family-school relationship
• Community-anchored standpoint
• Advocate for culture-based education

Building Relationships with Tribes in the Seal

Seal Resources
NMPED Language and Culture Division
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/languageandculture/seal-ofbilingualism-biliteracy/
NM State Seal Guidance Handbook:
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2018Seal-Handbook-Final-11_9_18.pdf
Seal of Biliteracy: https://sealofbiliteracy.org/
Building Relationships With Tribes:
http://www.niea.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/NIEABuildingRelationships-FINAL.pdf

“When I do not know myself, I
cannot know who my students
are. I will see them through a

glass darkly in the shadows of my
unexamined life – And when I

cannot see them clearly, I cannot
teach them well”
– Parker Palmer

Thank You!
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