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The NM PED Early Childhood Instructional Coaches (ECIC) have been busy developing resources and materials 
to support teachers to implement a Continuous Learning Plan for preschool children and their families.  The 
ECIC and Western New Mexico University (WNMU) have developed a Canvas site to assist teachers to connect 
with, and share instruction and materials with families.  This site includes many activities, resources, and 
materials to support teachers as they work with preschool children and their families remotely during the 
COVID-19 emergency. We are grateful to WNMU for their provision of the Canvas platform. 

Entering the Canvas Site:  

You do not need an account to access this site; however, it is best accessed by using the Firefox 
browser.  Firefox is free and can be downloaded using this link: Firefox Browser. 

 Due to capacity issues, please do not post or provide the URL to families. To access the Canvas NM PED 
Preschool Teachers Support site, go to: https://wnmu.instructure.com/courses/1138273  
 
Navigating the Canvas Site: 

When entering the site, 
1. Go to the Home or Module tab on the left. This will take you to the Table of Contents. 
2. Click on Module 1. The window “Welcome to NM PED Preschool Teacher Support site” will open. 
3. The second window contains instructions on how to navigate Canvas, including a short tutorial. 
4. Read the contents of each window in Module 1. 
5. Click-through each window by selecting 'Next" at the bottom of the window.  
6. After reading the introductory information in Module 1, then you can move through remaining 

Modules selecting the information that you need and that you want to share with families.   
7. If the content in a window fails to load, click on the white text active link in the page’s title and it will 

open a new window to that link. 
8. This site is designed to support the coach and the teacher to assist families of the children in the class 

and to continue to provide instruction.  These documents and resources are meant to be shared with 
explanation and instruction from the teacher as the teacher reaches out to families to support their 
individual child’s learning. All documents on this site can be printed and shared. 

 
In addition, the ECIC will continue to provide their scheduled Practice-Based Coaching sessions with teachers. 
Coaching sessions may include: 

• How to access and use Canvas resources to support the teacher in providing instruction 
• Learning about our Facebook page:  New Mexico Early Childhood Learning Corner, which has 

daily read-alouds in English and Spanish and will soon include other activities 
• Learning about our YouTube page to support families 
• Family facilitation of Canvas resources and other materials  
• Individualizing family support and instruction utilizing ECOT data  
• Reflection and discussion of the application of training strategies and instructional practices to 

continuous learning in a remote environment 
In the next week, your Instructional Coach will reach out to support each teacher in working remotely with 
children and families.  Please remind teachers to check school email for updates and Zoom meeting 

https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/)
https://wnmu.instructure.com/courses/1138273
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invitations. District administrators and PreK coordinators can support preschool teachers to set up a system to 
provide instruction. This may include: 

• Class lists for each teacher at home that include families’ phone numbers and email addresses 
• Retrieval of teachers’ laptops and/or Ipads and materials that may have been left in the classroom  
• Technical support with establishing remote worksites at teachers’ homes where they can connect with 

families and children 
 
Once teachers have a home worksite set up, they can begin to:  

• Establish contact with the families of each child in their class to determine access to the internet or 
to a smart phone. If this access is not available, set up a call time or other means of 
communication. 

• Create a weekly schedule of communication and contact with families; set up ‘office hours’, a 
dedicated time when families can call the teacher during the week. 

• Review the early childhood sections of the NM PED Implementation Guide for Your Continuous 
Learning Plan. Ensure plans for instruction and support align with the plan, including providing 
activities for families beyond the 30 minutes of daily direct instruction. 

• Establish a Zoom account or set up another platform for online interaction based on the district or 
charter school’s guidelines.  

• Meet with Instructional Coach to work on their Preschool Continuous Learning Plan. 
• Develop weekly lesson plans to provide 30 minutes of direct instruction with children each day 

around critical standards. For preschool, these critical standards are the Essential Indicators in the 
Literacy Domain of the NM Early Learning Guidelines, with strategies to support social-emotional 
development woven into the literacy activities. 

• Design individual instructional plans for each family/child that reflect both the child’s needs as 
indicated in their MOY ECOT data, and the level of support that the parent requires. This support 
should include suggesting and sharing activities with parents that they can do at home with their 
child.  An important part of this plan will be providing instruction on implementing the individual 
plan via video conferencing and/or telephone.  

 
Professional Development: 
Please encourage your preschool teachers, educational assistants, and administrators to use this time to 
complete required FOCUS training. We have online options available for all required training. PED will also 
fund Transition Boot Camp with September Gerety, which consists of 15 sessions of 10-15 minutes each to 
ensure successful transitions throughout the school day. Please contact your ECIC or one of the persons below. 

Approved PreK Purchases: 
Districts and Charter Schools may choose to use PreK funds to provide home learning tools to PreK children.  
This may include crayons, markers, scissors, paper, glue sticks, children’s books, and other items to assist the 
child in completing learning activities at home.  

Thank you so much for your support of the Continuous Learning Plan.  Please reach out to Terri Tapia, Early 
Childhood Instructional Coaching Coordinator, Central Region Educational Cooperative, (505) 438-7102; or 
Mary Ellen Dannenberg, PreK Program Specialist, PED Early Childhood Bureau, (505) 577-9792; or Brenda 
Kofahl, Director, PED Early Childhood Bureau, (505) 629-7836, with any questions. 


