
 
 
 

Glossary 
 
Anchor Standard- a complement to the grade-level standards. The anchor standards define the what knowledge and 
skills are needed for college and career readiness, or the end of the 12th grade year. The grade-level standards 
provide clarity on how each grade-level builds to the anchor standards  
 
Blooms- Refers to Blooms Taxonomy. Benjamin Bloom developed the taxonomy to classify the levels of intellectual 
behaviors. The taxonomy was updated in 2001, however, the essential meaning of the concepts did not change. 
 
Clarification Statement-language that allows for additional clarity to the language of standard to inform the teacher 
as they design and plan lessons.  
 
Cognitive load- the used amount of working memory resources used by a reader. In reading specifically, cognitive 
load can be used in decoding and/or comprehending a text. When the cognitive load is lessoned, the reader can 
more easily comprehend a text.  
 
Complex text- a text that aligns with grade-level dimensions of complexity in order to provide reading instruction for 
students that will prepare them for success in the next grade level 
 
Context clues-words found within a text that can used to define an unknown word to a reader.  
 
Decodable book- a text that contains specific knowledge on letter-sound relationships that students have been 
taught. Decodable books reinforce positive reading skills because students are able to sound out the words in the text 
because they have learned those relationships.  
 
Decoding- the ability to apply knowledge of letter-sound relationships, including knowledge of letter patterns, to 
correctly pronounce written words.  
 
Differentiation- modification a teacher makes to content, process, or student product when designing and teaching 
lessons that can lower the grade-level content of instruction 
 
DOK-stands for Depth of Knowledge. It is a way to think about content complexity and was built into a framework by 
Dr. Norman Webb to categorize activities based on the level of thinking required.  
 
Language objective- a statement that describes how students will show what they are learning in regard to the 
academic context of a lesson. 
 
Leveled text-a text that is analyzed using quantitative and/or qualitative complexities and give a level of based the 
difficulty a reader may have in tackling the text. These are different from decodable books because depending on the 
complexity used to analyze the text and the level given, students may not have learned those letter-sound 
relationships and may be unable to decode the words.  
 
Misconception- a misunderstanding or something perceived inaccurately. In reading, misconceptions can be related 
to the text being used as well as the task readers are engaging with as the read the text. Once a misconception is 
identified, scaffolds should be designed to support students to avoid that type of thinking.  
 
Oral tradition- a form of human communication inclusive of oracy wherein knowledge of art, ideas, beliefs, and 
culture is received, preserved, and transmitted through speech from one generation to another 
 
Oral tribal history- a form of historical record passed down through oral tradition from one generation to another 
 
 



 
 
 
Scaffold- support a teacher adds while designing and teaching lessons that allow all students to be successful in 
learning grade-level content 
 
Scarborough’s Rope- a visual that is used to depict how word recognition and language comprehension are 
intertwined to build fluent and accurate reading comprehension. The unraveling of the rope shows the components 
of word recognition and language comprehension to show the elements needed for both.  
 
Self-identity- the recognition of one's potential and qualities as an individual (inclusive of ethnicity, gender, 
orientation, religion, language, disabilities, and age culture, as well as other aspects of identity.) especially in relation 
to social context. 
 
Standard text: the exact language from the New Mexico Common Core Standards (NMCSS) 
 
Topic- an idea that frames the unit of instruction in a way that helps build knowledge and cross-curricular 
connections for the reader. This is not the same as thematic teaching, where items are adjusted to align with a one-
word descriptor or noun. Thematic teaching is covering pumpkins in October. A topic is more complex like Early 
Civilizations.  
 
Vertical Alignment- how previous or future grade-level instruction is connected to the current grade-level 
instruction. 
 
Vocabulary for Teacher Development- this information is provided to give more clarity to the language of the 
standard to inform the teacher as they design and plan lessons. This is not language that must be taught to students.  
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