All Content Review - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the material regarding the
progression of the standards, lesson structure, pacing, assessment, individual learners and cultural relevance.
Average Score
60%
Materials are coherent and consistent with the high school standards that all students should study in order to be college and career ready.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Student book focuses only on interpretive and presentational communication. Minor attention is paid to culture, in "Cultural tips" at the end of each
unit (there are eight units). The teacher book includes all three modes of communication, as well as culture, connections (some geography and math),
comparisons, and communities (building community within the classroom, but not global communities outside the classroom) in the suggested
classroom activities.
Materials are well designed and take into account effective lesson structure and pacing.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Materials have a highly consistent design, and take into account effective lesson structure in the teacher book. However, there are no
recommendations for pacing of activities and lessons.
Materials support teacher planning, learning, and understanding of the standards.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Teacher book contains objectives and new material introduced in each lesson, as well as suggested classroom activities and language and culture tips
for teacher learning. PPT Slideshows are provided, which accompany each lesson. The World Language Standards are not provided, nor are they
referenced.
Materials offer teachers resources and tools to collect ongoing data about student progress on the standards.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Only the resources to assess student progress on memorizing and using vocabulary and sentence patterns (the answer keys in the teacher book) are
provided. Correlation to standards is not part of the materials.
Materials support effective use of technology to enhance student learning. Digital materials are accessible and available in multiple platforms.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Publisher provides a proprietary platform and app for learners and instructors, requiring further outlays to gain access. Games and reviews of textbook
lessons are geared toward younger students and are outdated compared with the digital tools most teachers may be accustomed to. It is unclear how
functional the platform is through different browsers and mobile devices. Issues arose for reviewers when attempting to access the site.
Materials can be easily customized for individual learners.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
The digital version provides Tabs of Courses, Assignments, and Library. Students can use these online tools to learn at their own pace. However,
reviewer can only access lessons 1-3 of the Course tabs. The Library resources website does not load.
Materials give all students extensive opportunities and support to explore key concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
The student book Exercise tasks and digital version Course tab give all students extensive opportunities to explore key concepts.
Materials take into account cultural perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Texts provide examples of people from Europe, the US and China. However, there are no explicit cultural perspectives discussed.
Materials include a culturally responsive lens.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:
Texts provide Cultural Tips to introduce perspectives of practices and products within the Chinese culture; however, no comparisons are shown
between Chinese and other cultures except in the teacher book suggested activities. Take the Forbidden City for example, there is no discussion or
comparison with other palaces and squares around the world.

Reviewers' Professional Summation - These materials are reviewed by Level II and Level III educators from across New Mexico. The reviewers have
brought their knowledge, experience and expertise into the review of these materials. They offer here their individual summary of the material as a
whole.
Reviewer #:

34

Background and experience:
Level III licensure, with endorsement in Modern and Classical Languages (Chinese). Master's degree in Journalism earned in Taiwan, Republic of China;
master's degree in Public Relations from Boston University. Worked for World Journal (Chinese Daily News) as correspondent and freelance writer of
Sunday Magazine from 1993-2007. Teach 9-12 grade Chinese language and culture, from beginning to AP Chinese, at Career Enrichment Center of
Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) since 2006. Certified AP Chinese teacher, APS online teacher, University of New Mexico/APS Chinese dual credit
enrollment program adjunct lecturer since 2013. Active member of local Chinese and professional communities: New Mexico Chinese Association,
Albuquerque Sister Cities Foundation (Co-chair of Hualien committee), NMOLE and CLAT-NM.
Professional summary of material:
Based on "Compiler's Words" of the textbook series, the material is published in Beijing with help of their branch manager and local teachers in
London. Publisher might not be aware that in the US, most teachers follow World Language standards to teach. The textbook is first published in 2017;
however, the text, Cultural Tips or digital version do not provide more authentic, more user-friendly, and more effective tools in learning technology
for 9th graders today. The Teacher's Book provides great resources and activities that should be included in the Student Book. In the state of New
Mexico, Chinese language is not the most popular choice of second language for high school students; classroom Chinese teachers need to source the
highest quality of materials to use and engage students. This material has merits in teaching the 4 language skills in Communication standard; however,
we need material that meets all standards to motivate, engage and ensure students' learning success.
Reviewer #:

35

Background and experience:
Level III licensure, with endorsements in Modern and Classical Languages (Chinese), Social Studies, and English Language Arts. Classroom teacher since
2007. Master's degree from UNM in Organizational Learning and Instructional Technology. Studied in China in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Rated
"fluent" in Mandarin by the Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL). Active in regional professional organizations for language educators,
SWCOLT, NMOLE, and CLTA-NM. Certified AP Chinese teacher.
Professional summary of material:
The student book is single-use, with areas for students to complete writing and matching exercises on almost every page, like a workbook (although
the workbook is not in color, while the student book is brightly colored). Each lesson introduces learning objectives and new words, and then a
dialogue with the same eight characters (four Chinese and four British schoolchildren, introduced in the beginning of the book). Lessons are short, with
around ten new vocabulary introduced. There are short reading, listening (with audio recordings), and writing exercises in each of the 24 lessons. The
intent is for all students to learn all 237 words, 145 characters, and 91 sentence patterns by the end of a course. The Teacher's Book provides
objectives, teaching steps and suggested classroom activities, the answer keys to student practice assignments, and additional culture and language
tips. It provides instructors with many different activities to engage students' different learning styles, and build classroom community. PowerPoint
Slideshows follow the book. They contain lots of colorful text animations, and have some font issues, but can adequately present the information in
each chapter to students when presented by the teacher. They even have built-in audio. Online materials require investment in a proprietary website
and mobile app with questionable accessibility and reliability, which appears outdated and oriented toward younger students.

