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MLSS Continuum of Support  
Flowchart 

Layer 1:  Universal Supports 
Students (ALL) receive high quality instruction, academic and behavioral supports (or acceleration, when appropriate) 

(universal screening, core instruction, whole class reinforcements and supports, reteaching, differentiation) 
Interim Assessments = 3 times per year 

Analyze Layer 1 Instruction and/or Environment 
Are students responding to core instruction based on formative/summative data? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Layer 2:  Targeted Supplemental Interventions & Supports 
Students (SOME) continue to receive high quality Layer 1 instruction with supports and Layer 2 intervention supports 

Progress Monitoring = 2 times per month (once/month minimum) 
Match intervention(s) to student needs, implement intervention, and evaluate response to Layer 2 

Is the student responding in a way that they will meet their goal based on formative/summative data? 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Layer 3: Intensive Interventions & Supports 
Students (FEW) continue to receive high quality Layer 1 core instruction plus Layer 2 targeted supports and receive Layer 3 

intervention based on identified needs 
Progress Monitoring = weekly (twice/month minimum) 

Based on diagnostic assessment, match intervention to student needs, implement intervention and evaluate response to Layer 3 
Is the student responding as expected to the intervention(s)? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decision Rules 
Fidelity10—Have the core and intervention(s) been implemented as intended? Examine delivery, quality, student engagement and 
attendance. 
Fit—Is the intervention matched appropriately to student’s need? 

Adapted from Madison Flowchart for Tiered Support and Intervention, Madison Metropolitan School District, WI.  

                                                       
10 Occurs when education professionals use instructional strategies and deliver interventions in the manner they were designed 

to be used and delivered, and if evidence‐based, the practice or process is delivered in the same manner as when it was 
identified as “evidence‐based.” (NM MLSS Manual‐‐Glossary of Terms, p. 86) 
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Examine fidelity and if intervention is 
the most appropriate for student. 
Change intervention as needed to meet 
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