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This appraisal form should be used in conjunction with the publisher provided Form D: Research Based Effectiveness Determination that 
supports this reviewed material which can be found on the Instructional Material Bureau website.

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/the-adoption-cycle/

Text Title Amplify ELA G7 Student Digital License, 1 year Publisher Amplify Education, Inc.

SE ISBN 9781643831725 TE ISBN 9781643831640

SW ISBN 9781643831039 Grade 
Level/Content

Grade 7 ELA

Core Instructional Material Designation (Core Instructional Material is the comprehensive print or digital educational material, including 
basal material, which constitutes the necessary instructional components of a full academic course of study in those subjects for which the 
department has adopted content standards and benchmarks.)

Recommended 
(90% and above)

Recommended with 
Reservations (80-89%)

Not Recommended and 
Not Adopted 
(below 80%)

Total Score - The final score for the materials is 
averaged between the team of reviewers.

Average Score

99%

Cultural and Linguistic Relevance Recognition - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and 
students in the material regarding cultural relevance and the inclusion of a culturally responsive lens.  Those materials receiving a score of 
90% or above on the CLR portion of the review are recognized as culturally and linguistically relevant.

CLR Recognized Average Score

100%

Materials take into account cultural perspectives.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence (autofilled from All Content Appraisal tab):                                                        

Materials in this grade level include five units that focus on cultural perspectives and societal issues.  In Red Scarf Girl, students focus on 
civil revolution in China from the cultural lens of a young girl involved in the movement.  In Character and Conflict, the main focus is on the 
novel "Raisin in the Sun" and the civil rights era. The Frida and Diego Collection introduces students to Mexico's most famous and 
provocative artists by studying their literature and art.  The Gold Rush Collection focuses on a the primary source of Ramon Gil Navarro's 
diary and the plight of the Californian Indians during this unprecedented moment in history. Poetry in America exposes students to the idea 
of immigration to America and how immigrants were treated in this country. 

Materials include a culturally responsive lens.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence (autofilled from All Content Appraisal tab):                                                        

This curriculum affords students the opportunity to delve deeper into societal issues at major turning points in several cultural histories and 
reflect what they have learned back to their own lives as well as express their own opinions through Socratic seminars, role playing 
activities, and immersive quest.  For example, while reading Red Scarf Girl, students immerse themselves into her life and see Red China 
and the propaganda that affected everyday people's lives through the lens of a young girl, then reflect it back to their own lives in America.  
In Poetry in America, students can relate their own family immigration experiences, from many different countries, to America and the 
feelings of hope and despair that they lived through. 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/the-adoption-cycle/


Standards Review - Materials are reviewed for alignment with the state adopted content standards, benchmarks and performance 
standards.

Average Score

99%

Materials align with grade level ELA standards overall.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Materials provide a rigorous collection of texts, writing assignments, and activities that align with 7th grade level standards. The ELA 
program guide gives a complete list of all standards that are used in the 6-8 curriculum. The standards for each grade are referenced in 
the Grade overview and the Lesson Brief provides targeted standards for each individual lesson.  

Materials align to reading standards.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The curriculum offers a rich and complex range of genres including fiction, drama, poetry, and nonfiction offering a diverse and rich 
literary study from the lower lexile range of 720 up to a challenging and rigorous 1650 lexile. The close reading exercises support 
formation of critical and higher level thinking skills, such as comparing and contrasting, problem solving, and relating to real- life 
circumstances. This program also contains a rich variety of genres in a library that contains more than 650 text broken into genres such as 
science fiction, horror, animal, novel guides, and poetry.  Poetry in America is a unit where students can express themselves and connect 
themselves to the lesson through cultural and personal experiences. 

Materials align to writing standards.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The materials align to writing standards and include the following styles of writing: Argument, narrative, expository, informational, 
research projects, and multimedia projects.  Each lesson contains one or more writing assignments from the quick write to full essays.  
Writing prompts offer multiple choices for students to select an option in both the prompt and style of writing.  Writing lessons include a 
graphic organizer, rubric, and editor's checklist for student support. Units contain additional resources to support student learning in 
conventions, spelling, and vocabulary.  Additional resources offer writing prompts for moderate level scaffolding and ELL support.  
Formative assessments are tied to writing prompts, providing assessment of key writing skills.  

Materials align to speaking and listening standards.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The curriculum provides a wide variety of opportunities for students to engage with peers for speaking and listening standards.  Materials 
offer for this grade level two immersive group experiences: Perspective Academy and Black, White, and Blue in Chicago, where students 
engage in week long activities that encourage them to interact, problem solve, and relate to characters and societal issues surrounding 
texts they have read. Activities for additional speaking and listening skills include Socratic seminars, classroom debates, multi-media 
presentations, and sharing their poems from the Poetry in America unit. 

Materials align to language standards.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

This curriculum provides multiple resources for language growth and development, where students practice sharing their thoughts in 
academic conversation, formal discussion, and debates.  The Vocabulary app provides game-like activities to help students master 
vocabulary.  The program offers three levels of Mastering Conventions to support students' understanding of sentence structure for 
formal and informal discussion. Students engage in a variety of types of performances and presentations with their peers to practice 
using language from the text to a variety of purposes. 



ELA Content Review - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the specific 
content area reviewed.

Average Score

95%

Materials provide a selection and range of high-quality texts worthy of students' time and attention, exhibiting exceptional craft and 
thought and/or providing useful information.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence: 

Within this curriculum, lessons are centered around high quality complex text where students develop skills in critical thinking, 
vocabulary, and academic knowledge. While reading texts, students develop a sense of the underlying meaning, multiple meaning, and a 
diverse perspective of the authors and characters, that promote reflection and dialogue.  The genres of texts in this grade level include 
novels that center in social reform such as Raisin in the the Sun, Red Scarf Girl, and "The New Colossus", where students have the 
opportunity to read about societal issues and how they reflect on their own ideas, beliefs, opinion, and cultures. 

Questions in the materials are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming majority of these questions are 
text-specific and draw student attention to the particulars in the text. 

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence: 

The curriculum gives ample opportunity for students to engage in a variety of questioning strategies.  Students create engaging open-
ended questions to deepen comprehension and analyze information to prepare for Socratic seminars.  Teachers are provided with 
scripted questions placed within the lesson that can be found in the lesson brief to aid students in comprehension and understanding of 
the text. This includes encouraging students to access their background and prior knowledge before a text selection. Other question types 
are literal, text-dependent, and inferential, where students are referred back to the text to find evidence or support for their answers, 
claims, and opinions. 

Materials provide scaffolding and supports to enable students' learning of English language arts.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

This curriculum provides differentiation strategies and supports in both the Unit Overview as well as in the Lesson Brief.  Teachers can 
assign students to different levels of differentiation, starting with the core or grade level students, the substantial or significant 
scaffolding for ELL and below grade level students, and the challenge activities for advanced students. Each lesson in the lesson brief 
provides a section labeled differentiation that support teachers with alternative activities and assessments that can be assigned to these 
students.  Texts are available to be read aloud at student discretion.  Depending on the student's profile, they can be offered a variety of 
scaffold supports.



All Content Review - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the material 
regarding the progression of the standards, lesson structure, pacing, assessment, individual learners and cultural relevance.

Average Score

100%

Materials are coherent and consistent with the standards that all students should study in order to be college and career ready.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials offer a rigorous curriculum that align with grade level standards. Lessons support the achievement of the skills and 
knowledge students need to pursue college and post secondary careers. The curriculum offers multiple ways to access standards for the 
program, unit, or individual lesson.  Standards prepare students to engage in  peer discussions at a higher level through activities that 
inform  them of  political and societal events through reading and researching activities. Speaking and listening activities, such as role 
playing, debates and presentations prepare students for post secondary education requirements in technology use, team work, and 
critical thinking 

Materials are well designed and take into account effective lesson structure and pacing.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The Amplify program includes a well designed ELA program guide that sets unit and lesson pacing structure throughout the year.  
Additionally, there is a Grade overview that details the standards and foundational text for each unit and a lesson brief for each lesson in 
a unit that provides additional teacher resources.  Each lesson follows a set routine, and the lesson dashboard is consistent throughout 
the program, which provides students with ease of use. Lessons and tasks build upon each other, culminating in formative and 
summative assessments per lesson and unit. 

Materials support teacher planning, learning, and understanding of the standards.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Each unit contains a unit overview that gives the teacher the following sections for planning and preparation: preparation, lesson 
objectives, skills and standards, words to use, differentiation, apps in this unit, reading and writing assessments, and summative and 
formative assessments. Additional materials for the unit are found next to the overview that contain a host of other resources for teacher 
planning.  In the global navigation there are additional tools, such as ELA apps, custom apps, Amplify library, Quill, interim assessments 
and many more to aid in teacher planning. 

Materials offer teachers resources and tools to collect ongoing data about student progress on the standards.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

This curriculum addresses both formative and summative assessments that measure and support personalized instruction in language, 
reading and writing.  Within each lesson, formative assessments such as debates, writing prompts, exit tickets, solo activities, and role 
playing activities are embedded.  Each unit contains a summative essay and reading assessment, as well as alternative assessments for 
select student populations.  To assist the teacher, the curriculum incorporates a reporting program devised to track student work and 
make recommendations on support; however, since there is no student data inputted for review we cannot affirm the validity of this 
program. 

Materials support effective use of technology to enhance student learning. 

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

This curriculum promotes a rich use of technology through several sources.  Amplify has partnered with Quill and Clever for advanced 
resources for student writing.  Lessons have embedded videos, highlight and annotate tools, polls, and open ended questions with a 
submit work function. ELA apps such as Hope-o-meter, Scene of the Crime and Tale Tell Heart are custom apps that let students interact 
with a text in a kinesthetic format. Throughout each unit students engage in different research projects that involve the use of technology 
in various ways such as website research, presentations, and videos analysis. The program also includes a Vocabulary app, 
English/Spanish dictionary, summative assessments, and teacher data collection tools. 

Materials can be easily customized for individual learners.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence: 



This curriculum contains a program whereby teachers can assign students to the correct level of differentiation for their individual needs 
within each lesson.  The curriculum is set up to engage students at three different levels: ELL, special needs, and advanced.  Teachers can 
assign the correct alternative, core, or challenge activity for the student.  Each lesson has a speaker icon that students may use to have 
text read aloud.  The ability to customize lessons in both English and Spanish is available in PDF format. The Differentiation section in 
each unit and lesson suggest skills and strategies for differentiation of all three levels making differentiation easily accessible for teachers 
to apply as students need. 

Materials give all students extensive opportunities and support to explore key concepts.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

This curriculum gives all students support in key concept areas, such as grammar where a focus is on pronoun usage, verb tense, 
expanding a sentence, and punctuation. To assist the struggling student, the online assessment report tool makes suggestions for 
struggling students for remediation on Flex days.  A rich range of literary generes and activities guide students to an understanding and 
comprehension of key concepts. 

Materials take into account cultural perspectives.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials in this grade level include five units that focus on cultural perspectives and societal issues.  In Red Scarf Girl, students focus on 
civil revolution in China from the cultural lens of a young girl involved in the movement.  In Character and Conflict, the main focus is on 
the novel "Raisin in the Sun" and the civil rights era. The Frida and Diego Collection introduces students to Mexico's most famous and 
provocative artists by studying their literature and art.  The Gold Rush Collection focuses on a the primary source of Ramon Gil Navarro's 
diary and the plight of the Californian Indians during this unprecedented moment in history. Poetry in America exposes students to the 
idea of immigration to America and how immigrants were treated in this country. 

Materials include a culturally responsive lens.

Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

This curriculum affords students the opportunity to delve deeper into societal issues at major turning points in several cultural histories 
and reflect what they have learned back to their own lives as well as express their own opinions through Socratic seminars, role playing 
activities, and immersive quest.  For example, while reading Red Scarf Girl, students immerse themselves into her life and see Red China 
and the propaganda that affected everyday people's lives through the lens of a young girl, then reflect it back to their own lives in 
America.  In Poetry in America, students can relate their own family immigration experiences, from many different countries, to America 
and the feelings of hope and despair that they lived through. 



Reviewers' Professional Summation - These materials are reviewed by Level II and Level III educators from across New Mexico. The 
reviewers have brought their knowledge, experience and expertise into the review of these materials. They offer here their individual 
summary of the material as a whole.

Reviewer #: 7

Background and experience:

Reviewer is a Level III Master's Degree teacher with a National Board Certification and 20 years of experience in both Middle and High 
School English Language Arts, History, and Special education.

Professional summary of material:

This curriculum is designed to provide students with an online learning experience that can be modified for hybrid or in-person learning.  
Teachers are richly supported in instructional planning through this curriculum. Each unit of study provides a scope and sequence for 
lesson planning in the ELA program guide, unit overview, and lesson brief, that is fully aligned and correlated to the content standards. 
Materials for the curriculum are split into several units of study that are anchored in a foundational text and focused around a central 
idea or theme of study. Each unit is set up as a structured routine containing flexible activities.  One of the more engaging aspects of this 
curriculum is the ELA apps, where students are given an opportunity for enriching their learning through in an immersive group 
experience. One of the strengths of the curriculum is differentiation. Students who struggle in the content area due to language barriers 
or learning challenges are offered scaffolds to better support their learning. Teachers can assign student to levels of need based on ELL, 
special needs, or challenge requirements. Each unit and lesson provide the teacher with strategies and supports for these three student 
groups. The curriculum expands the full breadth of genres including fiction, drama, poetry, and nonfiction, offering a diverse and rich 
literary study from the lower lexile range of 720 up to 1650. This program will require professional development training for teachers to 
master before implementing. 

Reviewer #: 8

Background and experience:

The reviewer is a board certified level 3 teacher with 27 years of teaching experience.

Professional summary of material:

This online, blended ELA curriculum is accessible on multiple devices and suitable for online, hybrid and in person learning. The Teacher 
Guide, Pacing Guide and Lesson Overview are among several resources teachers can use to check for standards alignment, lesson 
objectives and scope and sequence. The units are thematic and address many social, cultural, and historic events. Lessons contain a core 
text and activities to increase comprehension and understanding of the literature. These activities require students to demonstrate 
reading, writing, speaking and listening skills while exploring subjects such as social justice, civil rights, and the Communist Revolution. 
Each activity also contains a multitude of visual supports, video clips, historic documents and embedded links to extend and deepen 
comprehension of the text. Summative assessments are available within each lesson and contain several options for teachers to measure 
student learning. Many of the activities within the lessons provide opportunities to conduct formative assessments, giving teachers the 
ability to revise lessons quickly based on student need. Options for differentiation are woven throughout the program. Depending on the 
composition of the class, teachers can broadly accommodate students by using PDF materials written in English and Spanish, pairing 
students, and allowing student choice in selecting writing prompts. Teachers are given further guidance assigning individual 
accommodations such as extended time, reduced reading or reading an alternate text. There is no way to conduct a virtual search within 
the program. Due to the large amount of material contained within each unit, looking for specific information or lesson material is 
difficult and time consuming. 

Reviewer #: 9

Background and experience:

Reviewer is a Level 2 licensed teacher with a Bachelor's Degree, an Endorsement in Bilingual Education and 23 years of experience. 
Taught 2nd grade 2 years, preschool 1 year and 6th grade ESL 20 years.

Professional summary of material:



This program is an online based program that offers a variety text based genres; the lexile range for text is from 720 to 1650.  Although 
the curriculum is online, there are several opportunities to print material for student and teacher.  Materials for differentiation and ELL 
support are also provided, with suggestions allowing the teacher to choose the best level for the students.  The lessons are laid out in a 
manner that, once a teacher has been trained to use the program, should not be difficult to maneuver through the program. The students 
are given writing workshops that assist them with the writing process. They are able to participate in author led discussions.  The topics 
and theme of the units provide a wide variety of understanding and allow many opportunities for collaboration.  The students are 
provided with opportunities to use apps within the curriculum to gain a deeper understanding of words and their meaning.  As an 
ELA/ESL teacher, this curriculum offers many opportunities for students to be interested in the world of Language Arts.  The types of 
collaborative projects that are embedded will grab the attention of students of 7th grade.  Further, the text choice will add to the interest 
of the students.


