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Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
Recognition Award Schools
Albuquerque Public Schools
Superintendent: Scott Elder
BME Director: Jessica Villalobos
George I Sanchez Collaborative Community School
Principal: Sara Carrillo
At George I Sanchez we strive to empower our teachers, students, and our community. Our
goal is to work towards bilingualism, biliteracy, grade level academic achievement, and to
teach sociocultural competence to all students. Our bilingual program and team are dedicated
to teaching to the whole child. We value our students’ identities by creating a safe space for
them to thrive by indigenizing our curriculum. We amplify our students’ voices and
understand that dual language is radical preparation to combat linguistic oppression. We
strive to stay up to date with research and best practices to continuously adapt, reform, and
improve our Bilingual Multicultural Education Program.
Our team and school both share the same understanding; sociocultural competence is the
foundation of dual language. We build student agency into our curriculum; therefore, students
are proud of their identity and culture. Our team understands the struggles students face, and
we increase student engagement and deal with the inequities of real life. We validate, affirm,
build, and bridge the curriculum around our cultural assets and family funds of knowledge. We
value global dexterity and learning by adapting our pedagogy and content, we meet the needs
of all students by validating and affirming their cultures and identities. Our program has
thrived because of the loyalty we have for our students, our team, the school, and our
community. We make sacrifices and commit to the program's success. We embrace the legacy
of George I Sanchez, an activist who fought for equal educational opportunities for Mexican
American students and opposed the use of racially biased standardized tests and segregation
based on nonproficiency in English. Communication is key. We listen to each other, our
students, and our community. We embrace different views and perspectives to improve. The
support from our administration in promoting and advancing the Dual Language program has
allowed our voices to be heard.

Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
Recognition Award Schools
Albuquerque Public Schools
Superintendent: Scott Elder
BME Director: Jessica Villalobos
Jimmy Carter Middle School
Principal: Margaret Lucero
Jimmy Carter Middle School offers a bilingual program led by principal Margaret Lucero and
chaired by Jared Berry. Our vision is to have our learners armed with an education, aimed at
success, while forging the future of our community and beyond. Our mission is for both
learners and colleagues to create positive and enthusiastic relationships through education,
collaboration, and support. We endeavor to use what we know (and what we will know
tomorrow) to make a difference for ourselves and others, now and in our shared future. We
attribute our success to three pillars: bilingualism/biliteracy, dynamic academic rigor, and
constantly rooting our efforts in sociocultural, sociopolitical, and personal relevance. Put
another way, we work to make learning immediate, emotional, and real. Our students and
colleagues have current needs and dreams that can be pursued through intellectual growth
and community mindedness. We are much more than a building with four walls. Tomorrow,
after all, is always being cultivated right now through our collective actions and inactions. We
work to cultivate the permanent and prominent personal identities of our students, while
helping them remain rooted in their personal histories and community connections. In short,
we strive to keep our students’ individual and collective humanity at the center of our
program. Our diversity is what unites us at Jimmy Carter Middle School.

Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
Recognition Award Schools
Albuquerque Public Schools
Superintendent: Scott Elder
BME Director: Jessica Villalobos
Mary Ann Binford Elementary School
Principal: Natalie Martinez
Mary Ann Binford ES is an incredible South Valley school in Albuquerque that takes pride in
the continuous improvement process we aim to embed within everything we do. We are
inspired by the work of our namesake who was an acclaimed leader in early childhood
education in New Mexico. Mary Ann Binford was the guiding light for the APS kindergarten
program. With Mrs. Binford’s keen insight and perspective, her work has expanded to include
our efforts to promote a strong and effective bilingual/biliterate program.
Having Dual language classrooms has allowed our school to establish welcoming, safe spaces
for entering and emerging ELLs, where they can shine in the language, they are strongest in,
while increasing their ESL and SLA proficiency. With the challenges of our current school year,
we know that social-emotional learning must be a focus of our work together. We work each
day to create/provide culturally sensitive content and assessment to include the following:
a. Engage families in our learning community.
b. Provide opportunities to showcase linguistic abilities.
c. Maintain high academic standards through effective planning and execution
d. Exercise equality and equitable opportunities for access to all content
e. Incorporate student interests
The high academic expectations we uphold for our students in the DL program are supported
by instruction that leverages both of their languages and the belief that every student can
learn. Lastly, our students are encouraged and taught to appreciate their culture as well as the
cultures of people around them: We want them to appreciate who they are and appreciate
cultural diversity. It is our priority to ensure we provide our English language learners with
multiple opportunities to succeed and to participate equitably in all aspects of our school
community, as we nurture their potential and multiculturalism.
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Superintendent: Scott Elder
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Rio Grande High School
Principal: Antoinette Valenzuela
Rio Grande High School’s bilingual vision is to create biliterate, multicultural citizens
through excellence in academics. Rio Grande High School’s bilingual mission is to provide
all students and their community the opportunity to engage in the development of
academic language in English and Spanish in a culturally diverse environment.
Rio Grande High School is a comprehensive high school for grades 9-12 in the South
Valley of Albuquerque, New Mexico. The South Valley is a largely generational Hispanic
community with English and Spanish being the most spoken languages. Rio Grande is a
unique school in that we are an urban-based school that is surrounded by a rural
community. On all sides of the school there are acequias used for irrigation, small farms
with livestock, and access to bosque lands near the Rio Grande River.
We offer opportunities for students to pursue post-secondary colleges, trade schools,
apprenticeship programs, and most importantly embrace their bilingual heritage and
cultures within their communities. Every student comes to school with a different story.
As a school, we build upon those stories. Looking at each individual student as unique, we
can continue adding to their story by providing academic enrichment and building strong
personal relationships. We continue to expand our bilingual program based on
community interest and recognizing the “gem” of the South Valley. Our goal is to support
all learners within all curricula. We are committed to ensure that the bilingual
department and BMEP students have access to the resources needed so they can reach
academic success.
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Albuquerque Public Schools
Superintendent: Scott Elder
BME Director: Jessica Villalobos
Rudolfo Anaya Elementary School
Principal: Melanie Blea
Having a Dual Language Program at Rudolfo Anaya Elementary allows for students to receive
quality education in their home language and fosters biliteracy. Being able to start their
academic journey in kindergarten with instruction in their home language while
simultaneously learning English creates a comfortable, enjoyable, and academically rich
environment. The efforts and dedication of our students in BMEP’s conclude with the bilingual
seal presentations in 5th grade.
We call ourselves the Exitosos because we strive to be successful. All students are happy to be
back in person. Our goal for Spanish is to increase our abilities to read and write in Spanish.
Our English goals are to organize our writing in English and learn new vocabulary. We are
learning to work as a team and help one another in group work too.
Our students are making connections and meanings through their interactions and
experiences every day. They are on their journey to becoming bilingual and biliterate in
Spanish and English. The students are like sponges, the are soaking up as much information
and experiences possible. They work hard and they are always willing to learn and try their
best.
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Albuquerque Public Schools
Superintendent: Scott Elder
BME Director: Jessica Villalobos
Truman Middle School
Principal: Shayne Goesling
Truman Middle School is the heart of Albuquerque’s Westgate neighborhood, dedicated to
diversity, differentiation, pure teaming, and learning for all. Truman’s 50/50 Dual Language
program began in 1999 and has grown and evolved to provide services to hundreds of
families. Truman Middle School has a Dual Language bilingual education model that has
gained a reputation as one of the best developed and implemented middle school SpanishEnglish Dual Language programs in our state.
The students' and families' cultures are reflected in curriculum and in teacher-student
interactions, which creates a healthy school environment that honors the various cultural
identities of the students. By capitalizing on the students' and community's strengths,
Truman's structured program sets a high bar for student performance. An example of this high
standard is the implementation of the Bilingual Seal that recognizes students language
proficiencies and culture with pride. Truman's seal is the only middle school seal to compare
with the expectations of the high school seal.
Year-round, Truman welcomes visitors from the United States and from around the world who
wish to learn more about the incredible program. Enhancing high student standards, the
faculty presents at bilingual education conferences throughout the year and includes our very
own students in their presentations. Truman’s BMEP continues to strengthen and improve its
practice through reflection and collaboration. Truman’s Dual Language program is indeed one
of the most outstanding and deserving programs in the state of New Mexico.
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Recognition Award Schools
Clovis Municipal Schools
Superintendent: Renee Russ
BME Director: Laura Adkins
Clovis High School Freshman Academy
Principal: John Howell
Fifteen years ago, the Clovis Municipal School District decided to change the face of education
in Clovis by creating a freshman academy that would give our first-year high school students
an opportunity to adjust to the rigorous high school lifestyle. The goal was to combine
students from the three Clovis middle schools and allow them the opportunity to adjust and
give them the support they would need to grow as a social as well as academic community. At
first, the transition was difficult as our students found their differences threatening, yet with
time, steadfast support, and an endeavor to give our students the foundation they needed,
the Clovis High School Freshman Academy has executed the goal it was intended to fulfill.
Each year, before our students even enter the building, we remember our purpose. We look
at the data, we train, and we plan. We have the same objective- “They enter our doors as
three groups. They leave as one.”
We not only teach our students core objectives; we teach them how to find solutions, how to
meet adversity, and how to be active citizens. They learn how to work together and how to
trust themselves. Students who are developing their English language skills need support from
home and in the classroom, as all other students. Our staff guides them with best practice
strategies and a sound curriculum that nurtures their minds and helps facilitate their English
skills. However, it is the connections we make with our students that ultimately produces
growth. When they realize how valued they are and that we are a family, they believe in
themselves and exceed their own expectations. Each year, we have a substantial group of
freshmen who qualify for the Bilingual Seal, which they will receive upon high school
graduation. Our intensive Spanish Language Arts curriculum prepares them for the rigorous
Avant exam and has been successful year after year. Aristotle said, “Educating the mind
without educating the heart is no education at all.” A school’s responsibility does not solely
rest on academics; it must be willing to connect to its students.

Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
Recognition Award Schools
Farmington Municipal Schools
Superintendent: Dr. Eugene Schmidt
BME Director: Karen Brown
Farmington High School
Principal: Rocky Torres
Farmington High School (FHS) is a public high school in Farmington, New Mexico, one of four
high schools in the Farmington Municipal School District. It serves students in grades 9
through 12 who reside on the west side of the city.

Farmington High School measures school culture in several ways. Attendance provides an
indicator as it suggests that students feel comfortable and engaged in school. Since the
academic year 2020, there has been a decrease in chronic absenteeism for English Learners of
greater than 6%. While English Learners are still above average in chronic absenteeism,
it is reassuring that the improvement at Farmington High School is beginning to close the
gap.

The most significant celebration we have seen is the Graduation Rate. From 2017 to 2020, the
Four-Year Graduation rate for ELs at Farmington High School increased from 57% to 76.3%.
We attribute this to several factors including positive school culture, improvements in Tier I
instruction, school-based intervention efforts, additional opportunities for credit recovery,
mentoring programs, and providing engaging career/technical courses.

Farmington High School is really excited about the progress that has been made and are
making conscious efforts to provide targeted interventions that support English Learners,
celebrate the cultures that define our EL population, and increase our career pathway
offerings. We have also hired a full-time position that will focus on providing academic and
language support for our EL students while also serving as a liaison for these students so that
we can better meet the needs of our EL population, which we believe will take our school to
the next level in supporting our students.

Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
Recognition Award School
Gadsden Independent School District
Superintendent: Travis L. Dempsey
BME Director: Manuel Leyva
Desert Trail Elementary School
Principal: Sonia Barajas

Desert Trail Elementary has created a positive school culture and climate through the
development of students’ primary language. Students also learn to respect and appreciate the
diversity of people and cultures. The implementation of the Benchmark Advance English
Language Development curriculum has proven to be highly effective, as students have
demonstrated development in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Teachers
are implementing research-based strategies utilizing complex text to develop these skills. The
students are highly engaged and actively participate in whole classroom discussions while
using the texts. Students are involved in a dialogue that has positively impacted their listening
and speaking skills. All of which have been observed through walkthroughs and observations.
Teachers are working with Project GLAD, Guided Language Acquisition Design. One of the
focus areas of the program is the integration of culture in each of the component areas.
Students are able to create connections via effective instructional strategies that amplify our
current curriculum in different content areas. Another powerful connection is the alignment
to the Common Core State Standards.
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Santa Fe Public Schools
Superintendent: Hilario Chavez
BME Director: Lisa Vigil
R.M. Sweeney Elementary School
Principal: Dolores Montano-Pena
Sweeney Elementary houses Superheroes. Our commitment is to provide a quality education
to each child by encouraging individual growth and development of ALL students.
Our values are centered on diversity, equity, and inclusion; health and well-being; family and
community engagement and highly effective Instruction. Our school community engages
closely with families to meet the needs of all students by providing a variety of programs
focused on Literacy, STEM, and Wellness. We strive to create and maintain a school climate
that fosters “I better myself, and I better the world,” by applying PAX kernels and strategies.
We utilize a 50/50 Bilingual program which allows students to learn in Spanish and English.
We value the a students home language and teach them the value of learning and
communicating in both Spanish and English. When one thinks about Sweeney the first thought
that enters one mind is, the incredible diversity of the students and staff. We represent many
regions - including Mexico, Spain, New Mexico, and Albania. Each of these makes a vital
contribution to the diverse learning environment while creating a rich cultural background for
our community.
To best serve our students we provide the following:
- Parent professional development which focuses on wellness for self and the family,
- Parent Teacher Organization - a very active group which sponsored the first annual
Farolito Walk at Sweeney,
- A wellness team that honors and serves each student, and works with our local
organizations to provide necessities and services to students and families,
- National Dance Institute (NDI) - to enhance the physical fitness of our students
- Cooking With Kids (CWK) - a favorite of all as they explore the many food around the
World.
The list goes on and on and makes for a wonderful place for students and families to grow in
community.

Bilingual Multicultural
Education Program (BMEP)
Excellence Awards
Awarded for maintaining consistent
performance over the course of multiple years

Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
Excellence Award Schools
Albuquerque Public Schools
Governing Council President: Leslie Slow- Kaufman
BME Director: Cynthia Pedrotty
New Mexico International School
Principal: Todd Knouse
New Mexico International School (NMIS) is a locally-chartered school, established in 2011 as a
K-5 elementary school. Recently we expanded our program to include middle school. We are
authorized by the local school district in which we reside– Albuquerque Public Schools.
Because we are a charter, we are a school of choice.
Our school is one of a small handful of World Schools, authorized International
Baccalaureate. This means that our students are exposed to a global curriculum. Our staff
members promote an awareness of various customs around the world, and we encourage our
students and families toward cultural and religious tolerance, as well as ecological
responsibility. Regardless of the language abilities of our parents/guardians, it is expected that
multiculturalism and multilingualism is promoted in the home. NMIS has a high value on the
arts. Our students receive violin lessons twice a week from a violin teacher, licensed in Suzukimethod violin instruction. Additionally, our students receive twice-weekly visual arts
instruction from a licensed art teacher.
Our academic program is one of rigor. Our drive is for children to push the educational
process through inquiry-based education. Additionally, the school has an academic goal for all
students to exit the program in eighth grade bilingual and biliterate in Spanish and English and
with a conversational level of Arabic. Our students are taught in an “immersion”
environment. Students in K-8th are taught all their subjects in Spanish, even though our
students are mostly native English speakers. Students are introduced to the Arabic language
in 4th grade and will continue through middle school. Students progressing through our
middle school have certain subjects taught in English, and some in Spanish, but at a high level
of academic language proficiency.

Bilingual Multicultural Education Program
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Gadsden Independent School District
Superintendent: Travis L. Dempsey
BME Director: Manuel Leyva
Chaparral Middle School
Principal: Rita Avila
Chaparral Middle School, as the newest middle school in GISD, was once thought to be the
underdog, existing in the shadows of more established schools in the district. However, for
the second year in a row, CMS has been recommended for the BMEP Recognition Award,
and this year it is their hope to attain the award for Excellence. What does this say about
this school community? It says that they are making an impact on students, and as a
community they will come together, even with an ongoing pandemic, and they will rise.
Due to continuous collaboration among teachers throughout the pandemic, Chaparral
Middle School was better equipped to support students. Teachers, administrators, and the
instructional coach along with district leaders, all worked together to learn more about
technology so that students and families would be supported. 50 percent of teachers
completed Level 1 Google Certification. These teachers went through weekly technology
trainings where everyone played a vital role to become more knowledgeable about the
resources and supports that came with technology, which in turn, supported student
learning.
Virtual Wednesdays were used as a student wellness check-in and academic support for
CMS teachers and staff to collaborate and prepare lessons, activities, and strategies to
better serve the student population while in a virtual setting. Students and families were
engaged in these activities and teachers communicated with families about student
progress as well as areas where they were struggling. This continuous communication
proved to be very successful for families that participated and also limited the number of
students falling behind during virtual learning. During a year that was seen to be one of
education’s most difficult, CMS was able to come together and demonstrate, yet again,
that they are a community to admire. CMS will continue in their efforts to provide the
utmost attention to student learning and student success, whether it be in a virtual setting
or face-to-face; nothing will keep administration, faculty, and staff from looking out for
what is most important- the students!
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Gadsden Independent School District
Superintendent: Travis L. Dempsey
BME Director: Manuel Leyva
Gadsden Middle School
Principal: Veronica Quinonez
Gadsden Middle School (GMS) stands out due to the perseverance of teachers,
administrators, students, and parents. It is a community of strength that keeps pushing
forward regardless of the obstacles that come about. The 2020-2021 pandemic has been
tragic for many people. Our community has not been without its share of tragedy;
however, GMS has continued in its mission to provide the best educational experiences for
ALL students. GREAT MINDS SUCCEED has been the mission statement that has kept the
community going with a mindset that all students have greatness to share, therefore all
students will succeed.
The best example that can be given to demonstrate Gadsden Middle School’s consistent
effectiveness is their commitment to move forward with implementing a Dual Language
Program while also facing the challenge of online learning. They knew they had made a
commitment to parents and students to begin this program, and while many other
communities were putting things on hold, GMS decided to move forward. The successful
implementation, based on the Guidelines for Dual Language Education, says a great deal
about the dedication these educators have for their mission to have students succeed. An
additional indicator of GMS’s success is that at the end of the 2020-2021 school year when
students were asked who would be continuing in the Dual Language Program, 100% of the
students chose to stay.
The 2020-2021 school year will forever be remembered due to the pandemic, but for GMS
it was not just the year of the pandemic, it was the year that Dual Language was
implemented. It was the year that pushed the community in ways that have made us all
reflect and say, we can accomplish anything! Through it all, GMS administration never
failed to acknowledge and thank their staff, parents, and students for all their hard work. It
is the gratitude, perseverance, and cohesion that has allowed GMS to continue shining.
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Santa Fe Public Schools
Superintendent: Hilario Chavez
BME Director: Lisa Vigil
Capital High School
Principal: Jaime Holladay
Capital High School has a diverse student population. Thirty four percent of the schools total
student enrollment are English Learners. Twenty percent of students are participating in the
school’s Bilingual Heritage Language Program. As an AVID National Demonstration School, CHS
works to integrate AVID throughout the school and in the classrooms. The rigorous program
provides students with the tools necessary for success in post secondary endeavors. While
supporting English learners to acquire English, CHS also supports ELs in building their reading,
writing, speaking, and listening skills in their Native language by offering multiple courses and
programs such as Club Lectura (Spanish reading club), Spanish United Nations group, and the
newcomer club that enhance students' learning in English and Spanish . Student’s English and
Spanish languages are validated and affirmed at CHS. Students are provided with multiple
opportunities to further “build” their languages through English and Spanish coursework, and/
or participate in schoolwide programs/practices such as AVID that enables all students to
bridge students’ languages and cultures in relevant and meaningful ways.
Capital High School has made significant gains in the number of high school graduates who are
earning the State Seal of Bilingualism and Biliteracy (SSBB). During Year 1, 2015-2016 (20
students) graduated with the SSBB, and that number continues to rise. The majority of SFPS
students (69%) obtaining the SSBB are from CHS. Out of the 456 SFPS graduates who have
obtained the SSBB over the last six years 317 of those students came from CHS.
This continuous growth reflects an increased awareness and value of bilingualism within the
CHS community. CHS is a trailblazer for the SFPS district when it comes to secondary students
recognizing, valuing, and pursuing the SSBB. 91 additional SSBB candidates are slated to earn
the seal during the 2021-2022 School Year, which is a huge feat during the Covid 19 Pandemic.
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Santa Fe Public Schools
Superintendent: Hilario Chavez
BME Director: Lisa Vigil

El Camino Real Academy
Principal: Jakob Lain
El Camino Real Academy (ECRA) is the home of the Wildcats in Santa Fe, New Mexico. It is a Pre
-K through 8th grade dual language focus school that began 18 years ago. Our school vision is
to create a dual language program that embraces the concept of additive bilingualism.
Students have the opportunity to acquire a second language at no cost to their home
language. In being a dual language focus school, we aspire to create an academic environment
that considers all students’ diverse needs, regardless of the first language or economic status.
Our school incorporates dual language best practices into content area instruction. Camino
Real Academy’s primary language goal is for all students to leave 8th grade proficient in both
Spanish and English, in all four language domains.
Through our professional relationship with Dual Language Education of New Mexico, the staff
has participated in a range of professional learning opportunities designed to improve dual
language instruction and programming. The school has served as a model dual language
program for La Cosecha school visits during the annual conference for over ten years. We
continue to improve and enhance the dual language program as it develops year after year. El
Camino Real Academy takes great pride in implementing the AVID program that helps students
become lifelong learners and gives them the tools to succeed in high school, college and
experience success in a global society. El Camino Real Academy is recognized as an
International Spanish Academy (ISA) that allows students to receive a diploma that is
internationally recognized and is an official evaluation and certification of Spanish linguistic
competence. It is the only school in New Mexico that is currently accredited as an ISA.
El Camino Real Academy is a multicultural, multiliterate community of respectful, kind,
responsible and creative learners striving for excellence.
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