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Review Team Appraisal of Title

High School Civics

This appraisal form is provided for use by educators responsible for the selection of instructional materials for implementation with 
districts and charter schools across New Mexico to meet the need of their student populations.

NMPED Adoption Information

Text Title National Geographic American Government, 
Student Edition + MindTap (6-year access)

Publisher Cengage Learning, Inc.

SE ISBN 9780357577844 TE ISBN 9780357641590

SW ISBN Grade 
Level/Content

11-12 Civics

Core Instructional Material Designation (Core Instructional Material is the comprehensive print or digital educational material, including 
basal material, which constitutes the necessary instructional components of a full academic course of study in those subjects for which the 
department has adopted content standards and benchmarks.)

Recommended 
(90% and above)

Recommended with 
Reservations (80-89%)

Not Recommended and 
Not Adopted 
(below 80%)

Total Score - The final score for the materials is 
averaged between the team of reviewers.

Average Score

83%

Cultural and Linguistic Relevance Recognition - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and 
students in the material regarding cultural relevance and the inclusion of a culturally responsive lens.  Those materials receiving a score of 
90% or above on the CLR portion of the review are recognized as culturally and linguistically relevant.

CLR Recognized Average Score

86%

FOCUS AREA 6 CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES:
Instructional materials represent a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide opportunities for students to learn about a variety of cultural perspectives.  Through collaborative activities, cultural 
and linguistic perspectives are represented in the discussions, thus allowing the students to connect on multiple levels.  Students are often 
asked to reflect on their individual perspective.  

FOCUS AREA 7 INCLUSION OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE LENS: 
Instructional materials highlight diversity in culture and language through multiple perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The text includes multiple perspectives, which allows the students to learn about the contributions of others.  The perspectives 
represented are current and relevant to everyday life.  

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/the-adoption-cycle/


Standards Review - Materials are reviewed for alignment with the state adopted content standards, benchmarks and performance 
standards.

Average Score

71%

OVERALL ALIGNMENT:
Materials align with the Civics standards overall.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Materials offer a foundational structure that mostly aligns with the standards but addresses New Mexico-specific standards minimally.  
Materials provide a well-rounded view of government but do not provide a quality perspective in regard to personal civic duty.  

A. CIVICS
Materials align to the Civics standards.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                          

The teacher's guide offers Unit Overviews and lesson objectives that support the Civics standards.  There is a lack of support to individual 
civic duty.  It also lacks support in the area of a world perspective.

B. INQUIRY
Materials align to the inquiry standards for Civics.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                          

The materials offer opportunities for students to research and write about various government topics.  The text, however, does not 
address personal civic duty and does not address tribal roles either.  Students are not asked to reflect on multiple perspectives.  

CCSS STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SOCIAL STUDIES:
Materials align to the CCSS reading standards for informational text for this grade band.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The materials provide a variety of support for students at most levels to include text to speech support.  The materials offer increased 
opportunities for gifted students, but there are fewer supports for lower level students and second language learning students. 

CCSS and NM ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SOCIAL STUDIES:
Materials align to the CCSS writing standards for this grade band.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The materials offer multiple opportunities to write, to include narrative and argumentative essays. Students express their understanding 
with essays and paragraph writing. However, the text has minimal teacher support in implementing the writing standards.



Social Studies Content Review - Materials are reviewed against relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the 
specific content area reviewed.

Average Score

93%

FOCUS AREA 1 CONTENT AND DESIGN:
Instructional materials provide a wide variety of texts, visuals, and multimedia content that develop students’ knowledge and skills.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                                                                      

Text provides a variety of visuals and multimedia supports. The text includes maps, diagrams, charts, and graphs. The online portal offers 
opportunities to collaborate on varied assignments. The use of technology is supportive of the students' learning. 

FOCUS AREA 2 SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS:
Instructional materials provide strategies to develop students’ skills that are crucial to understanding Social Studies content.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:              

The materials offer strategies to support the understanding of the Social Studies content by utilizing think-pair-share assignments.  
Students are asked to interpret visuals that are provided in the text.  The online portal has t-charts and self reflection assignments related 
to understanding the content. 

FOCUS AREA 3 ACCESSIBILITY:
Instructional materials provide differentiation for multiple learning styles, students with exceptionalities, English Language Learners 
(ELLs), and cultural differences.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide multiple opportunities for higher level students.  Lower level students and English Language Learners are provided 
some support but not to the same extent.  There are few opportunities for students to address their cultural differences. 

FOCUS AREA 4 EQUITY
Instructional materials provide equitable representation of a wide range of perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The text provides multiple perspectives, but students are not frequently asked to apply their understanding of those perspectives.  The 
students are asked to think about multiple perspectives but they are not shared beyond themselves.  

FOCUS AREA 5 TEACHER INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES/STRATEGIES:
Instructional materials include resources for research based instructional strategies and advanced Social Studies concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material includes many instructional strategies for an advanced teacher.  The online supports are detailed and offer many 
opportunities for teachers to increase student productivity.



All Content Review - Materials are reviewed against relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the material 
regarding the progression of the standards, lesson structure, pacing, assessment, individual learners and cultural relevance.

Average Score

95%

FOCUS AREA 1 COHERENCE: 
Instructional materials are coherent and consistent with the New Mexico Content Standards that all students should study in order to 
be college- and career-ready.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material provides links to reference materials that are supportive of being college-and career-ready.  The supports are consistent 
with skills that are required of the college-and career-ready student.  Student will use the tools from the support material to help them in 
their future learning.

FOCUS AREA 2 WELL-DESIGNED LESSONS: 
Instructional materials take into account effective lesson structure and pacing.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The instructional materials offer effective lesson plans with effective structure and pacing.  They reinforce writing at their grade level.  
The lesson structure also provides formative and summative assessments to monitor student progress. 

FOCUS AREA 3 RESOURCES FOR PLANNING: 
Instructional materials provide teacher resources to support planning, learning, and understanding of the New Mexico Content 
Standards. 
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The instructional materials offer effective lesson plans and pacing directly related to the New Mexico Content Standards.    The lesson's 
structure also provides formative and summative assessments to monitor student progress.  The lessons also provide multiple 
opportunities for the students to write various  forms of text. 

FOCUS AREA 4 ASSESSMENT: 
Instructional materials offer teachers a variety of assessment resources and tools to collect ongoing data about student progress 
related to the standards.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The online assignments allow teachers to assess and monitor students' progress.  Section reviews and chapter reviews offer additional 
opportunities for students to demonstrate understanding of the content.  The online portal also offers rubrics to assess student writing. 

FOCUS AREA 5 EXTENSIVE SUPPORT:
Instructional materials give all students extensive opportunities and support to explore key concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials offer a variety of opportunities for students to explore key concepts to include working in small groups as well as 
individually.  They also offer open ended questioning to support their understanding and opportunities for problem solving through 
questioning and reasoning.  

FOCUS AREA 6 CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES:
Instructional materials represent a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide opportunities for students to learn about a variety of cultural perspectives.  Through collaborative activities, 
cultural and linguistic perspectives are represented in the discussions, thus allowing the students to connect on multiple levels.  Students 
are often asked to reflect on their individual perspective.  

FOCUS AREA 7 INCLUSION OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE LENS: 
Instructional materials highlight diversity in culture and language through multiple perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The text includes multiple perspectives, which allows the students to learn about the contributions of others.  The perspectives 
represented are current and relevant to everyday life.  



Reviewers' Professional Summary - These materials are reviewed by Level II and Level III educators from across New Mexico. The 
reviewers have brought their knowledge, experience and expertise into the review of these materials. They offer here their individual 
summary of the material as a whole.

Reviewer #: 34

Background and experience:

I have been teaching for 24 years.  I have experience teaching grades 7-12.  I am certified to teach Social Studies, Language Arts, Special 
Education, and English as a Second Language.  I have taught Government, Economics, Language Arts, and English Language Development.   

Professional summary of material:

National Geographic American Government by Cengage Learning, Inc, is in standard textbook format.  The textbook offers bold and 
highlighted vocabulary as well as section questions and chapter reviews.  The student text offers a unit overview and lesson objectives.  
The Teacher's Guide offers Lesson Overviews and key points, but does not include a pacing guide.  The teacher's guide does not offer 
teacher friendly support or guidance other than just asking general questions.  It also does not offer support for teachers at all levels.  The 
Teacher's Guide is also a stand alone resource which does not include the textbook.  The teachers' textbook can only be viewed online.  
Lastly, it does not make many references to New Mexico nor does it offer multileveled support for students with disabilities or English 
Language Learners.   

Reviewer #: 35

Background and experience:

I have 17 years of experience in education; 15 in the classroom, 2 as a Special Education Administrator.  I am licensed in New Mexico and 
Texas, certified to teach secondary English, Social Studies and Special Education (PK-12). I hold a Level III-B Administrator Certification and 
a Level I Educational Diagnostician Certification (NM only).

Professional summary of material:

National Geographic American Government by Cengage Learning, Inc., has both a Student Edition and Teacher Edition available, including 
online supports.  The online version provides activities that are formatted in a way to increase student understanding, foster content 
knowledge building and monitor student progression.  The text provides a wide array of governmental components, mostly in alignment 
with Social Studies standards and Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in Reading and Writing, but minimal reference to New Mexico 
state specific tenants.  Numerous activities and assessments vary in opportunities to work individually and/or on a group basis, having 
some differentiated activities developed to assist the students with special needs.  The Teacher Edition begins with an outline of material 
to be utilized as a pacing guide and unit overview.  Materials offer a wide-range of strategies and generalized explanations in the 
academic area of Government.


