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This appraisal form is provided for use by educators responsible for the selection of instructional materials for implementation with 
districts and charter schools across New Mexico to meet the need of their student populations.

NMPED Adoption Information

Text Title Inquiry Journeys: Grade 3  (SE and TE are part of 
the CB)

Publisher inquirED, LLC

SE ISBN 2200000000030 TE ISBN

SW ISBN Grade 
Level/Content

3rd Grade Social Studies

Core Instructional Material Designation (Core Instructional Material is the comprehensive print or digital educational material, including 
basal material, which constitutes the necessary instructional components of a full academic course of study in those subjects for which the 
department has adopted content standards and benchmarks.)

Recommended 
(90% and above)

Recommended with 
Reservations (80-89%)

Not Recommended and 
Not Adopted 
(below 80%)

Total Score - The final score for the materials is 
averaged between the team of reviewers.

Average Score

71%

Cultural and Linguistic Relevance Recognition - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and 
students in the material regarding cultural relevance and the inclusion of a culturally responsive lens.  Those materials receiving a score of 
90% or above on the CLR portion of the review are recognized as culturally and linguistically relevant.

CLR Recognized Average Score

68%

FOCUS AREA 6 CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES:
Instructional materials represent a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials offer a variety of images, texts and media that include a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives. The material states that 
culturally relevant pedagogy is planned and taught at the discretion of the teacher rather than being heavily guided by the material.

FOCUS AREA 7 INCLUSION OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE LENS: 
Instructional materials highlight diversity in culture and language through multiple perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials include multiple perspectives and learning about a variety of cultures through various media and text sources. However, New 
Mexico's past cultures are not a focus of the material.

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/the-adoption-cycle/


Standards Review - Materials are reviewed for alignment with the state adopted content standards, benchmarks and performance 
standards.

Average Score

69%

OVERALL ALIGNMENT:
Materials align with the grade level/content area social studies standards overall.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The strengths of the material include an emphasis on multiculturalism and equality in history and present day, as well as the emphasis on 
inquiry, including inquiry products. Socratic seminars and other strategies for students to participate in discussion contribute to critical 
thinking skills. The materials lack instruction in New Mexico history and geography as well as economics and personal financial literacy.

A. CIVICS
Materials align to the civics standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                          

Based on the civics anchor standards for third grade, students have exposure to understand civic disposition, democratic principles and 
roles, and responsibilities of civic life. However, the materials lack evidence regarding how students will demonstrate their 
understanding.

B. ECONOMICS AND PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY
Materials align to the economics and personal financial literacy standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

While the material offers a broad overview of economics and personal financial literacy across various cultures, specific concepts of 
credit, debit, and checks are not a focus. Concerning global economy, the instructional materials explore the concept of obtaining 
resources from around the world, but the terms surplus and scarcity are missing from the narrative. The concept of global trade 
addresses imports, exports, and specialization, but the resource lacks a description of how developments in transportation influence 
trade over time.

C. GEOGRAPHY
Materials align to the geography standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The material offers students the opportunity to interact with maps and includes supports to help students understand the relationship 
between physical and human characteristics in an environment. The material lacks analysis of the movement of Indigenous groups, 
specifically those groups of Indigenous people throughout New Mexico and the US, including their removal and return. 

D. HISTORY 
Materials align to the history standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The timeline provided by the resource includes four waves of immigration to the US over time. Students analyze connections among 
these immigration groups to develop historical thinking. The "Civil Rights" module addresses historical change in the US, but not in New 
Mexico.

E. ETHNIC, CULTURAL, AND IDENTITY STANDARDS
Materials align to the ethnic cultural, and identity standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

The material allows students to explore the cultural identity of others from various cultural backgrounds as well as givies them the 
opportunity to express respect and empathy for themselves and others.

F. INQUIRY
Materials align to the inquiry standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                          

The material follows an inquiry-based approach to learning. It supports students in developing a questioning formulation technique as 
well as using sentence frames to construct claims with evidence. Students communicate and critique each others' claims. Students are 
given an opportunity to explain how compelling questions represent key ideas and use supporting questions to help answer the 
compelling questions.



CCSS and NM ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SOCIAL STUDIES:
Materials align to the identified CCSS reading standards for informational text for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

CCSS reading standards are incorporated throughout the lessons in the material, offering cross-curricular support. Strengths include using 
text features as well as gaining a hands on experience with content vocabulary. However, specific skills including time and sequence 
structure, as well as distinguishing students' own point of view, are not focused on in the lessons. 

CCSS and NM ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SOCIAL STUDIES:
Materials align to the identified CCSS writing standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

A variety of writing assignments are included. Graphic organizers and sentence frames are used throughout the material to support 
students in conveying information clearly. However, material lacks overt instruction in the use of linking words and phrases.



Social Studies Content Review - Materials are reviewed against relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the 
specific content area reviewed.

Average Score

81%

FOCUS AREA 1 CONTENT AND DESIGN:
Instructional materials provide a wide variety of texts, visuals, and multimedia content that develop students’ knowledge and skills.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                                                                      

Materials include a variety of maps, charts, diagrams, and texts that support students' critical thinking skills. There are frequent 
opportunities to engage with a wide range of genres.

FOCUS AREA 2 SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS:
Instructional materials provide strategies to develop students’ skills that are crucial to understanding Social Studies content.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:              

Material offers strong multicultural representations and socratic seminars that provide a means of discourse about social studies content, 
as well as inquiry products that encourage students to deepen the complexity of their analytical thinking.

FOCUS AREA 3 ACCESSIBILITY:
Instructional materials provide differentiation for multiple learning styles, students with exceptionalities, English Language Learners 
(ELLs), and cultural differences.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Supports for teachers in scaffolding and differentiation are limited, including a lack of support for below grade level learners as well as 
English Language Learners. The main support for English Language Learners is offering the materials in Spanish.

FOCUS AREA 4 EQUITY
Instructional materials provide equitable representation of a wide range of perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Material provides an equitable representation of a variety of perspectives and cultures. Students learn about various cultural identities 
through TED Talks, videos, and class discussions. The unit on migration includes perspectives of different groups beyond Eurocentric 
populations.

FOCUS AREA 5 TEACHER INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES/STRATEGIES:
Instructional materials include resources for research based instructional strategies and advanced Social Studies concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material contains a lesson library, with a venue of research based instructional strategies, including investigational questions and the 
Question Formulation Technique. However, scaffolding opportunities are limited. There are adequate supplemental teacher materials, 
including professional development resources. Cross-curricular connections are lacking for math and science.



All Content Review - Materials are reviewed against relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the material 
regarding the progression of the standards, lesson structure, pacing, assessment, individual learners and cultural relevance.

Average Score

69%

FOCUS AREA 1 COHERENCE: 
Instructional materials are coherent and consistent with the New Mexico Content Standards that all students should study in order to 
be college- and career-ready.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials partially align with New Mexico Content Standards, with a balanced focus on listening, speaking, reading and writing.  However, 
there is not a focus on New Mexico specific standards.

FOCUS AREA 2 WELL-DESIGNED LESSONS: 
Instructional materials take into account effective lesson structure and pacing.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Individual lessons are well designed, including a predictable structure across all lessons. However, unit pacing and structure are lacking. A 
unit plan is included, but there is not a timeline for expected completion of lessons, units, or the entire material.  

FOCUS AREA 3 RESOURCES FOR PLANNING: 
Instructional materials provide teacher resources to support planning, learning, and understanding of the New Mexico Content 
Standards. 
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The teacher's guide offers support for planning as well as professional development through instructional videos and teaching notes 
related to the material and teaching strategies. There is a library of teaching strategies, which explains the strategies that are used 
throughout the material and their purpose.

FOCUS AREA 4 ASSESSMENT: 
Instructional materials offer teachers a variety of assessment resources and tools to collect ongoing data about student progress 
related to the standards.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material offers a variety of assessment types as well as teacher/student created rubrics. However, measuring of student progress is 
done through teacher observation without written assessments. The standards for measuring student progress do not include student 
work samples or defined expectations for each performance standard.

FOCUS AREA 5 EXTENSIVE SUPPORT:
Instructional materials give all students extensive opportunities and support to explore key concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials offer extensive support in learning and teaching strategies to explore key concepts. Materials are customizable, but 
differentiated materials and assessments are not created in advance and teachers are tasked with creating them. 

FOCUS AREA 6 CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES:
Instructional materials represent a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials offer a variety of images, texts and media that include a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives. The material states that 
culturally relevant pedagogy is planned and taught at the discretion of the teacher rather than being heavily guided by the material.

FOCUS AREA 7 INCLUSION OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE LENS: 
Instructional materials highlight diversity in culture and language through multiple perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Materials include multiple perspectives and learning about a variety of cultures through various media and text sources. However, New 
Mexico's past cultures are not a focus of the material.



Reviewers' Professional Summary - These materials are reviewed by Level II and Level III educators from across New Mexico. The 
reviewers have brought their knowledge, experience and expertise into the review of these materials. They offer here their individual 
summary of the material as a whole.

Reviewer #: 4

Background and experience:

I am a level 3 teacher with a Dual License in elementary education and special education. I have taught for 13 years in some capacity of 
special education. I am also TESOL endorsed. Within my first few years of teaching, I completed a 3 year Teaching American History grant 
program, which gave me a plethora of content knowledge as well as instructional strategies for teaching US history. Most of my teaching 
experience has been in the 5th grade.

Professional summary of material:

The InquirED 3rd grade material meets the requirements of several of the newly created New Mexico Social Studies Standards through 
engaging lessons that involve technology. The material meets the instructional shifts that are a focus of the social studies standards. 
InquirED shows areas of weakness in their support for differentiation as well as their connections to New Mexico history specifically. It is 
fully available in an online format, which makes it a beneficial material for any virtual or hybrid teaching settings. Strengths of this 
material include the discussion and critical thinking strategies that are implemented into almost every lesson. Students are challenged to 
connect with the content in order to apply their understanding of important historical events to current events. The assessments offered 
by the material are inquiry-based, but the scoring guides are vague and are not always directly connected to specific state standards. 
Teacher supports, including pacing guides and standards alignment, are not very clear.

Reviewer #: 5

Background and experience:

I am a Level 2 K-8 Dual Language Teacher, Bilingual and TESOL endorsed with a degree in Economics and a Master's degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction. I am pursuing National Board Certification. I have taught 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades. I am experienced in reviewing 
materials for New Mexico and my district.

Professional summary of material:

The InquirED 3rd grade material addresses several of the new Mexico Social Studies Standards. Their main resources and tools are digital 
and offer the option to print the materials. The material is a good resource for virtual or hybrid teaching settings. The material shows 
weaknesses in areas such as differentiation, scaffolding, and materials for ELLs. The material offers a translation of the materials into 
Spanish, but does not offer strategies for English Language Learners. Students with disabilities and gifted students are not provided 
additional support. Scaffolded materials are difficult to find. The material suggests that teachers create these materials themselves. The 
material has strengths in inquiry. The materials offer strategies to work with students on developing compelling and supporting 
questions. However, there is a lack of materials that address New Mexico's history. Additionally, there is a lack of scope and sequence to 
help plan. Additionally, scoring guides are vague and assessment rubrics rely on teachers' creation and development. Finally, some 
financial concepts that are included in New Mexico Standards are not included in this material. 

Reviewer #: 6B

Background and experience:

I am a Level 3 teacher with a Dual License in K-8 Elementary Education and a Pre K-12 Specialty Area License for ELL. I have endorsements 
in TESOL and Social Studies. I have an MEd. and have been a teacher for 28 years, 12 of them in New Mexico. I have completed a New 
Mexico History course at the graduate level and have taught social studies to students in grades 1, 4, and 5. This is my second year as a 
reviewer.

Professional summary of material:



The InquirEd 3rd grade material is an internet-focused, inquiry based resource that addresses several of the new Social Studies standards 
for New Mexico. It includes an emphasis on multiculturalism, cultural identity, student-centered inquiry, preparation for College, Career, 
and Civic involvement, and global economy. The materials contain up-to-date videos and websites within units of study such as Migration 
and Movement, 20th Century Civil Rights Movement, and Global Connections. The material also includes lessons on skills, including 
collaboration, formulating questions, creating rubrics and inquiry products, and participating in Socratic Circles. The material does not 
contain a well-defined program for differentiation according to special student populations needs. For example, while some resources are 
available as Spanish translations, there are no vocabulary lists with cognates, nor are there overt supports for teachers working with 
English Learners. Also, while students may participate in extension activities, scaffolding for students requiring academic supports are 
limited to printable handouts with open or closed questions. Assessments are primarily two types: observation sheets in which the 
teacher listens to student discussions or views student work, and inquiry products, which are culminating activities that students create 
and complete during and after a unit of study using teacher and student created rubrics. Teachers are responsible for creating 
differentiated lessons, printing any needed paper copies of materials, and creating materials to assess mastery of skills and concepts. The 
material lacks a clear scope and sequence; instead, it provides a calendaring template for the teacher to complete. While individual 
lessons have time estimates, it is difficult to locate a year-long view of the material on the website. Finally, the material lacks elements of 
personal finance that are part of the New Mexico standards, and also does not address New Mexico-specific elements of geography or 
history. 


