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This appraisal form is provided for use by educators responsible for the selection of instructional materials for implementation with 
districts and charter schools across New Mexico to meet the need of their student populations.

NMPED Adoption Information

Text Title United States History: Voices and Perspectives, 
Student Bundle Plus Inquiry Journal, 6-year 
subscription (Includes: Student Edition, Inquiry 
Journal, and Student Digital License 6 Year 
Subscription)

Publisher McGraw Hill LLC

SE ISBN 9781264862467 TE ISBN 9780079022790

SW ISBN Grade 
Level/Content

8th Grade Social Studies

Core Instructional Material Designation (Core Instructional Material is the comprehensive print or digital educational material, including 
basal material, which constitutes the necessary instructional components of a full academic course of study in those subjects for which the 
department has adopted content standards and benchmarks.)

Recommended 
(90% and above)

Recommended with 
Reservations (80-89%)

Not Recommended and 
Not Adopted 
(below 80%)

Total Score - The final score for the materials is 
averaged between the team of reviewers.

Average Score

97%

Cultural and Linguistic Relevance Recognition - Materials are reviewed for relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and 
students in the material regarding cultural relevance and the inclusion of a culturally responsive lens.  Those materials receiving a score of 
90% or above on the CLR portion of the review are recognized as culturally and linguistically relevant.

CLR Recognized Average Score

100%

FOCUS AREA 6 CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES:
Instructional materials represent a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material encourages cultural inclusivity by offering multicultural text, images, and activities. The materials offer support with linguistic 
perspectives in its semantics to include descriptive, historical, and geographical accounts. There are opportunities for students to make 
cultural text connections throughout the lessons.

FOCUS AREA 7 INCLUSION OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE LENS: 
Instructional materials highlight diversity in culture and language through multiple perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide students the ability to share their personal backgrounds and culture, as well as opportunities for reflections. The 
social studies materials encompass a diversity of cultures pertaining to United States History. The variety of primary and secondary sources 
share information and multiple perspectives about the various cultures in the United States.

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/the-adoption-cycle/


Standards Review - Materials are reviewed for alignment with the state adopted content standards, benchmarks and performance 
standards.

Average Score

95%

OVERALL ALIGNMENT:
Materials align with the grade level/content area social studies standards overall.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Grade 8 United States History instructional materials provide consistent opportunities for students to collaborate, research, and produce 
written responses on grade level social studies standards. Students regularly work and reflect in whole groups, small groups, and 
individually. The Teacher Edition, Student Edition, and Inquiry Journal provide differing perspectives that align with grade level standards.

A. CIVICS
Materials align to the civics standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                          

Instructional materials align to 8th grade civics standards by directly teaching students to compare/contrast, debate, and examine 
Indigenous government structures, government taxation, the Bill of Rights, and amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Materials are 
visually appealing, sequentially based, rigorous and include multiple perspectives.

B. ECONOMICS AND PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY
Materials align to the economics and personal financial literacy standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Materials encourage students to research, model, and discuss economic decision making appropriate to the eighth grade standards. 
Resources are provided throughout the Teacher and Student Edition in print and digital format to analyze global and local economies.

C. GEOGRAPHY
Materials align to the geography standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Materials directly teach students to interpret and compare/contrast findings generated from compelling questions in the subject area of 
geography. Visually appealing maps are interspersed within the texts, meeting geography standards within the instructional materials.

D. HISTORY 
Materials align to the history standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Materials align to the 8th grade history standards through whole group, small group, and individual activities. Students learn specifically 
about the removing of statues of Christopher Columbus, the three branches of the U.S. government, the system of checks and balances, 
and the role of African Americans during the age of independence. Though multiple perspectives are provided, students do not connect 
to their background knowledge or hear stories of Indigenous, African American, or Hispanic peoples from an asset-based view-point.

E. ETHNIC, CULTURAL, AND IDENTITY STANDARDS
Materials align to the ethnic cultural, and identity standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Rigorous materials align to the ethnic, cultural, and identity standards for eighth grade. Materials do not go above and beyond to 
incorporate students' prior knowledge of their culturally diverse backgrounds and personal stories. Prompting for Culturally Responsive 
Connections is readily available, but the lessons do not incorporate learning from a cultural, asset-based perspective.

F. INQUIRY
Materials align to the inquiry standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                          

Instructional materials include a Student Inquiry Journal Workbook that leads students with compelling questions through each topic. 
Also, the Teacher Edition has an inquiry activity built into each topic, which includes goals and outcomes. Inquiry with compelling 
questions is solidly built into the instructional materials.

CCSS and NM ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SOCIAL STUDIES:
Materials align to the identified CCSS reading standards for informational text for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  



Social Studies materials meet literacy standards. Volumes are packed full of varied informational texts. Reading materials are engaging 
and well laid out.

CCSS and NM ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR LITERACY IN SOCIAL STUDIES:
Materials align to the identified CCSS writing standards for this grade level.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:  

Instructional materials include consistent written activities, including scaffolding for English Language Learners, struggling writers, and 
advanced writers. Research papers and the citing of reliable sources is directly taught. Materials offer structured and well-paced written 
prompts throughout, encouraging whole group, small group, and peer review work.



Social Studies Content Review - Materials are reviewed against relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the 
specific content area reviewed.

Average Score

98%

FOCUS AREA 1 CONTENT AND DESIGN:
Instructional materials provide a wide variety of texts, visuals, and multimedia content that develop students’ knowledge and skills.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:                                                                                                      

The instructional materials provide a wide variety of texts, visuals, and multimedia content as seen in the Student Edition, Inquiry Journal, 
Teacher Edition, and companion website. The texts are extensive, visually appealing, and provide significant rigorous activities.

FOCUS AREA 2 SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS:
Instructional materials provide strategies to develop students’ skills that are crucial to understanding Social Studies content.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:              

Materials align with Social Studies standards as can be seen in the Learning Objectives. Each lesson follows an introduction, learn the 
events, inquiry activity, and review and apply structure. Throughout each lesson, differentiation and scaffolding strategies are provided 
for remediation and intervention, English Language Learners, students with special needs, and enrichment.

FOCUS AREA 3 ACCESSIBILITY:
Instructional materials provide differentiation for multiple learning styles, students with exceptionalities, English Language Learners 
(ELLs), and cultural differences.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The Teacher Edition provides comprehensive lesson plans that include scaffolding and differentiation. Strategies for implementation are 
laid out for English Language Learners, multiple learning styles, and students with exceptionalities. Opportunities for Culturally 
Responsive Connections and Social and Emotional Learning are incorporated. Materials rely heavily on discussions and writing, not always 
making space for multiple learning styles. Accomodations can seem an afterthought as opposed to a foundation of teaching and learning.

FOCUS AREA 4 EQUITY
Instructional materials provide equitable representation of a wide range of perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

United States History standards are met in these volumes through an international range of texts and perspectives, with a visually 
appealing layout of varied stories, maps, and diverse images. Teacher and Student Edition include an extensive index and bilingual 
glossary. Though countless perspectives are presented, the materials maintain an non-asset-based point-of-view.

FOCUS AREA 5 TEACHER INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES/STRATEGIES:
Instructional materials include resources for research based instructional strategies and advanced Social Studies concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

Lessons are well-organized, sequential, and provide substantial opportunities for rigorous learning. Each topic includes an introduction 
lesson, learn the events lesson, inquiry activity lesson, and review and apply lesson. Within each lesson there are steps, for example: 
engage, teach, review, and assess. Each lesson includes goals, outcomes, and components. Teacher and Student Edition are prefaced with 
a Historian's Toolkit.



All Content Review - Materials are reviewed against relevant criteria pertaining to the support for teachers and students in the material 
regarding the progression of the standards, lesson structure, pacing, assessment, individual learners and cultural relevance.

Average Score

100%

FOCUS AREA 1 COHERENCE: 
Instructional materials are coherent and consistent with the New Mexico Content Standards that all students should study in order to 
be college- and career-ready.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material is grade level appropriate with 8th grade level standards embedded throughout the material, preparing students for college 
and career readiness. 

FOCUS AREA 2 WELL-DESIGNED LESSONS: 
Instructional materials take into account effective lesson structure and pacing.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide learning objectives for each lesson, with an option of digital customizable lessons, and project based activities for 
each topic within the lesson. The design offers an introduction lesson, inquiry activity, review, and application. The materials also provide 
journal inquiry lessons; digital options; activities to include historical thinking; inquiry of background knowledge; differentiated 
instruction for special needs and English Language Learners; SEL and Equity components; and options for remediation, intervention, and 
enrichment. 

FOCUS AREA 3 RESOURCES FOR PLANNING: 
Instructional materials provide teacher resources to support planning, learning, and understanding of the New Mexico Content 
Standards. 
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The Lesson Planner Pages are embedded in the materials and provide learning objectives for students to attain knowledge and skills for 
each lesson. The materials provide preparation for planning, learning, and understanding of the objectives. The print Teacher Edition is 
flexible and customizable to incorporate both social studies and literacy skills.

FOCUS AREA 4 ASSESSMENT: 
Instructional materials offer teachers a variety of assessment resources and tools to collect ongoing data about student progress 
related to the standards.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide all assessments, quizzes, and tests in the blackline master and are available as printable PDFs in the digital 
coursework. Also, digital assessments may be assigned online and are customizable or editable and offer automatic grading on several 
questions. There are also self-evaluation or peer review rubrics located throughout the inquiry journal.

FOCUS AREA 5 EXTENSIVE SUPPORT:
Instructional materials give all students extensive opportunities and support to explore key concepts.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials offer all students opportunities and support to explore key concepts. Every lesson has a variety of opportunities for 
students to demonstrate proficiency to include individual, partner, and whole group activities, discussions, and projects. 

FOCUS AREA 6 CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES:
Instructional materials represent a variety of cultural and linguistic perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The material encourages cultural inclusivity by offering multicultural text, images, and activities. The materials offer support with 
linguistic perspectives in its semantics to include descriptive, historical, and geographical accounts. There are opportunities for students 
to make cultural text connections throughout the lessons.

FOCUS AREA 7 INCLUSION OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE LENS: 
Instructional materials highlight diversity in culture and language through multiple perspectives.
Statements of appraisal and supporting evidence:

The materials provide students the ability to share their personal backgrounds and culture, as well as opportunities for reflections. The 
social studies materials encompass a diversity of cultures pertaining to United States History. The variety of primary and secondary 
sources share information and multiple perspectives about the various cultures in the United States.



Reviewers' Professional Summary - These materials are reviewed by Level II and Level III educators from across New Mexico. The 
reviewers have brought their knowledge, experience and expertise into the review of these materials. They offer here their individual 
summary of the material as a whole.

Reviewer #: 16

Background and experience:

I have been teaching for 21 years in New Mexico and have taught kindergarten, 5th grade, 6th-8th grades. My experience includes 
teaching 6th grade science, 6th-7th history, 6th-8th grade ELA, and 5th grade reading intervention and an all content teacher for 5th, 6th, 
and 8th grade. I hold a bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and a master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis 
in literacy. My teaching license is a Level III Elementary Education with an endorsement in reading. Currently I am a 6th grade teacher, 
Student Assistance Team Coordinator, and after school tutor.

Professional summary of material:

The Grade 8 United States History: Voices and Perspectives instructional materials support the grade level standards with making 
connections to today through multiple perspectives, scaffolding, differentiation and extensions. The material offers group discussions, 
activities, and additional supports for students. The Student and Teachers' Editions offer online assessments, technology and activities for 
all students. The material requires students to use background knowledge that is reflective and incorporates cultural diversity and 
inclusiveness. The material overall offers a great deal of images, photos, and primary and secondary sources throughout to keep students 
engaged and to support their learning. 

Reviewer #: 17

Background and experience:

I am an Elementary teacher with seven years of classroom teaching experience in third grade. I have a Bachelor's Degree in 
Communication Studies and a Master's Degree in Education. I have a Level III teaching license with a TESOL endorsement. I serve on my 
school Leadership team and am a District Critical Friend.

Professional summary of material:

The Grade 8 United States History instructional materials are well laid out and address the Social Studies standards. There are many 
examples for student practice with a large emphasis on writing. The material contains a variety of maps and visual aids to support the 
text. There are a variety of options for students to utilize technology in the lessons. The layout of the material is clear and easy to follow. 
There are many references to unknown vocabulary in the text as well as many opportunities for student discussion.

Reviewer #: 18

Background and experience:

Level III teacher with eleven years of experience teaching special education grades K-8, with a current focus in the middle school years. 
ELA endorsement. BA from the University of California, Berkeley. Master’s degree from the Institute of American Indian Arts in Creative 
Nonfiction.

Professional summary of material:

Grade 8 instructional materials are visually appealing, well-organized, and comprehensive. Materials include extensive reading, writing, 
and discussion activities focusing on a wide-ranging assortment of texts. Differentiation is listed for English language development 
students, students who are struggling, advanced students, and students with exceptionalities. Student Edition and Teacher Edition are 
extensive, but the materials fall short on project based learning and culturally linguistically responsive texts having great depth. 
Significant time is not set aside in order to engage students through reflecting on their cultural backgrounds and personal experiences.


