


Rebekka Burt, Chair

Public Education Commission 

300 Don Gaspar

Santa Fe, NM 87501-2486


December 12, 2022


RE: Response to your November 15, 2022 letter


Dear Chair Burt,


Thank you for your letter dated November 15, 2022.  Our board and administrator have been 
working diligently with Charter School Division Director Corina Chavez to help address many 
of the ongoing challenges at La Tierra Montessori School of the Arts and Sciences. 


Our President was unable to attend the last meeting due to a prior engagement.  However, our 
interim head learner Mrs. Patricia Herrera, Maitai Lopez, and our Board Secretary were present.   


Concerns within your letter


The Governing Council has worked diligently to address all areas of concern from the August 19, 
2022 meeting.  We will address each of these concerns independently:


“lack of evidence of implementation of school-specific goals; completion of a scoring 
protocol for those school-specific goals; and implementation of the educational program; 

and”


The Governing Council has worked with our new head learner and Director Chavez to address 
the two mission special goals: Our planes of development screening and testing and the 
educational training of Montessori-inspired methodology and techniques. 


Background: This board was never provided an opportunity to review the charter renewal 
contract documentation prior to its introduction to the PEC.  The special meeting, which was 










































































































             
                












Conversely, the school is functioning in conformity with the contract on an educational level, 
fiscal level and organizational level.  Student safety is a primary concern of this board and our 
head learner, and we have informed the Charter School Division immediately when issues arise.  


As unpaid volunteers and civil servants, we are working to ensure the school is operating in the 
best interest of the students.  





