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Purpose of Presentation
• Program Eligibility for Financial Support
• Bilingual Multicultural Education Programs (BMEPs) General Overview
• Latest Trends in Student Populations and EL representation.
• BMEP Applications

• NEW Program Membership Forms- School Budget Bureau
• BMEP Instruction, Assessment, Personnel, and Professional Development
• STARS Data Validations: 40th day, 80th day, and 120th day
• Technical Assistance Focused Monitoring Visits (TAFMs)
• BME Annual Progress Report
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Program Eligibility for Financial Support 
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The bilingual cost differential is part of the SEG and thus operational. How may the differential 
support BMEP elements?

• High Quality Instructional Materials
• Professional Development 
• Assessments



BMEPs General 
Overview 
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BMEP Goals
• In the BME Act of 1973, program goals are for all 

students, including English Learners, to:

• Become bilingual and biliterate in English and 
a second language

• Meet state academic content standards and 
benchmarks in all subject areas
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Click here to access BME Act

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Article23-BilingualEducationLaw.pdf


Bilingual Day- BMEP Recognition Awards
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BMEP Recognition Awards
• East San Jose Elementary
• Edward Gonzales Elementary
• Esperanza Elementary
• Ernie Pyle Middle 
• Hayes Middle
• Puesta del Sol Elementary
• Tierra Encantada Charter 

BMEP Excellence Awards
• Coronado Elementary
• Dolores Gonzales Elementary
• New Mexico International School
• Truman Middle
• Rudolfo Anaya Elementary

Awarded for maintaining 
consistent performance
over the course of multiple
years.



Bilingual ≠ EL
• Using or able to use two languages especially with equal fluency (Merriam Webster 

Dictionary). 
• Could be any two languages  
• Bilingual thus can refer to any of the following students:

• Initially fluent English proficient (IFEP)
• English learner (EL)
• Reclassified fluent English proficient (RFEP)
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Student Language Classification in BMEPs
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English Learners (ELs)

Initially Fluent English 
Proficient Students 

(IFEP)

Reclassified Fluent 
English Proficient 
Students (RFEP)



BMEP 
Languages
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American Sign 
Language

Native American 
Languages

Jicarilla Apache
Keres
Lakota
Navajo
Tewa
Tiwa
Towa
Zuni

Spanish

• Dual Language
• Enrichment  
• Heritage
• Maintenance
• Transitional

BMEP 
Models



Latest Trends-
Student Population, BMEP 

models, Language 
Programs
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Student Participation in BMEPs by Ethnicity
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Student Participation in BMEPs by Ethnicity
SY 2016–2017 to SY 2021–2022

Year
Total # of
Students Total # of Hispanic Students

Total # of Native American 
Students Other Students

In BMEPs Not in
BMEPs

In BMEPs Not in
BMEPs

In BMEPs Not in
BMEPs

SY16–17 337,056 38,215 168,581 7,661 26,770 3.971 91,858

SY17–18 327,476 37,102 162,069 7,514 25,831 3,662 91,298

SY18–19* 322,776 35,783 163,757 7,025 25,414 3,417 87,380

SY19-20* 320,581 36,030 162,938 7,246 25,257 3,330 85,780

SY20-21* 306,504 33,687 159,594 7,073 24,661 2,919 78,570

SY 21-22* 308,265 34,566 159,781 6,885 25,095 3,124 78,814

Source: STARS 80th 
day

Native American students accounted for 10 percent (31,980) of 
the total population attending New Mexico’s districts. Native 
American students comprised 15 percent (6,885) of all students in 
BMEPs



Number of Students enrolled in Native 
American Language BMEPs
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Student Participation in Native American Language Programs
SY2016–2017 to SY2021–2022

Year
Language and Number of Students Enrolled

Diné (Navajo)
Jicarilla

(Apache) Keres Tewa Tiwa Towa Zuni Total

SY16–17 5,366 379 444 119 32 87 868 7,295

SY17–18 5,321 321 493 288 55 91 825 7,394

SY18–19* 4,784 255 454 232 25 90 902 6,742

SY19–20* 4,648 280 663 291 48 49 989 6,968

SY20-21* 4,889 281 767 173 34 79 1,047 7,270

SY21-22* 4,983 248 649 171 13 54 927 7,045

*STARS 80th day (data in previous years taken out of district self-reported SharePoint Instructional Plans)
Source: STARS 80th day



Percentage of BMEPs by Model- 2021-2022
There are 62* districts with BMEPs. There are 518 BMEP models implemented within 418 schools. Many schools offer more

than one BMEP model to best meet the needs of their students.

13*Includes districts, district authorized charter schools, and state authorized charter schools.



District Participation 
by Language in the 

States BMEPs-
2021-2022
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BMEP 
Annual 

Cycle
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Submit BMEP Application.

BMEP Application Review and Approval.

BMEP instruction, assessment, personnel, and 
professional development.

STARS Data Validations for 40th day, 80th day, 
120th day and TAFM Visits.

Annual Progress Reporting due every year on 
September 30th



Bilingual 
Multicultural 

Education Program 
(BMEP) Application 
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Continuing BMEP Application in SharePoint
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Continuing 
BMEP 
Application 
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Prerequisite: BME Annual Progress reporting is completed in 
SharePoint for the previous year.

Continuing Program Application includes the following 2-steps:

1. District/ Charter School BMEP Information:
School names of those who will continue BMEP, grade levels, 
languages, and models that each school will implement in the 
BMEP

2. District/ Charter School Assurances and Affirmation of Tribal 
Consultation
(if applicable)



Affirmation 
of Tribal 
Consultation 

The purpose of the Affirmation of Consultation document 
for Local Education Agencies is to establish a tribal 
consultation process that enhances the relationship 
between LEAs and the Tribes, Nations and Pueblos of New 
Mexico Per section 8538 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act as amended by Every Student Succeeds Act 
requirements. The affected local educational agencies 
(LEAs) must consult with Indian tribes, or those tribal 
organizations approved by the tribes located in the area 
served by the LEA, prior to submitting a plan or 
application for covered programs.

Please see the current Affirmation of Tribal Consultation 
form that can be found on the Indian Education Division 
website

Tribal Consultation – New Mexico Public Education 
Department (state.nm.us)
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/indian-education/tribal-consultation/
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/indian-education/tribal-consultation/


Important Note

6.32.2.11 (B) (5) and (6)  NMAC 

State regulation outlines the requirement for Affirmation of Tribal 
Consultation.



Initial BMEP Application 
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1. To Access Initial Applications this districts/ charter schools need to 
go to SharePoint as well.



NEW Program Membership Forms- School 
Budget Bureau 

• In accordance with New Mexico Statutes, districts/ charter schools intending to apply for an 
Initial BMEP must indicate this in the NMPED School Budget Bureau’s New Program 
Membership Projections form for FY25 under Bilingual Multicultural Education in order to be 
eligible to complete an Initial BMEP Application for SY 2024-2025.

• A NEW BMEP includes a school within a district or a charter school that did not have an 
approved BMEP application on file in the prior fiscal year. They are considered an Initial BMEP. 

• NEW MEM Projections are due to School Budget in the Fall.

• For additional information on the NEW MEM Projection, please contact School Budget Bureau 
and view their website.
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/school-budget/


BMEP Instruction, 
Assessment, 
Personnel, and 
Professional 
Development
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BMEP Instruction — Hours 
• 1st hour of each program for all BMEP students: 

home/heritage language arts (in program language)
• 2nd hour for ELs: English language development (ELD)
• 2nd hour for IFEP/RFEP: Content area in program 

language
• 3rd hour for all students: Content area in program 

language
• Maximum hours funded = 3 hours
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To learn more about BMEP Instructional Requirements, click 
here

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BMEP-Requirements.pdf'


Instruction- Native American Language 
Programs
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6.32.2.12 NMAC



BMEP Instruction — Standards for 1st Hour

• American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL)’s world 
readiness standards for learning 
languages or Diné Oral Language 
Standards,  could be used to support 
BMEPs with Native American languages 
as the program language as 
appropriate. 
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• State-adopted Spanish language arts 
standards are used in the 1st hour of 
BMEPs with program language of 
Spanish



BMEP Instruction — Standards 2nd Hour for EL 
Students

• State-adopted English language development (ELD) standards are used in 
ELD (2nd hour of the program for ELs)
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To learn more about ELD standards, click here

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/new-mexico-content-standards/


Instruction —
Instructional 
Materials

SLA and ELD are part of the Instructional Materials 
Bureau’s High Quality Instructional Materials reviews.
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To learn more about HQIM Reviews, click here

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/instructional-materials/hqim-reviews/


Assessments

• In addition to the statewide summative 
assessments, all students in BMEPs are 
assessed for the home/heritage (program) 
language.

• Native American language proficiency assessments can be 
administered as required by Nations, Tribes, and Pueblos as 
appropriate.

• BMEPs with program language of Spanish administer the Avant 
STAMP  statewide Spanish language proficiency assessment.
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Personnel 
Requirements

• Specific Endorsement requirements 
depending on the grade level and 
courses taught

• Please ensure appropriately licensed 
and endorsed staff is available for the 
BMEP
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To learn more about BMEP Personnel 
Requirements, click here

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BMEP-Requirements.pdf'


BMEP Professional Development
• Public school districts shall provide professional development to teachers, Native American 

language and culture teachers, teacher assistants, instructional support personnel, principals, 
bilingual directors or coordinators, associate superintendents, superintendents, other 
instructional personnel, and financial officers in the areas of:

• research-based bilingual multicultural education, language revitalization programs and 
implications for instruction;

• best practices of English as a second language (ESL); English language development (ELD), 
bilingual multicultural education and language revitalization programs;

• classroom assessments that support academic and language development;
• principles of first and second language acquisition, including language revitalization, 

differentiated language instruction and sheltered content instruction; and
• effective practices of program

6.32.2.13 NMAC
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STARS Data Validations
40th day, 80th day, and 

120th day
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Comprehensive 
STARS Data 
Review

Check for reported BMEP course 
codes, program language, and 
program intensity (hours), program 
models, to validate membership in 
each BMEP by district and school 
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Licensure Discrepancy for Courses
• As part of STARS data validation, licensure discrepancies for educators in the BMEP are 

reviewed and correction requests are made. 
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Technical Assistance 
Focused Monitoring 

Visits (TAFMs)
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What are TAFM Visits?
∙ TAFMs are conducted in two phases:
- First, the onsite review is conducted. 
- Virtual leadership interviews occur within a few days after the onsite review.

∙ After TAFM is conducted, a letter is sent to the superintendent explaining the 
findings and providing recommendations and next steps, in accordance with 
laws and regulations.

To view TAFM letters from prior visits, please click here

36

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PJfLR6ou4JEwIDZKQ3WsCJwhU9WPIGum


BME Annual Progress 
Reporting
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BME Annual Progress Reporting (APR)
• Due annually on September 30th for approved BMEPs in the previous year 
• Prerequisite for applying for a BMEP in the upcoming school year for Continuing BMEPs

• Includes the following areas:
• Assurances
• Students Served
• Language Proficiency
• Academic Achievement
• Goals
• Participation in Professional Development (PD) Plan for BMEP
• Expenditure Report
• Home/Heritage Language Proficiency Assessment Results for BMEPs with Program Language 

that is a  Native American Language or American Sign Language (by School and by Model)
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Expenditure Report
Expenditures reported in APR, per 6.32.2.15.A.(5) NMAC, should only include:

•An expenditure report from the general ledger on the use of funds generated by the 
bilingual cost differential in the funding formula for the program.

Please Note:
• Funds reported for the bilingual cost differential should match the funds that the 

district or charter school was allocated as the bilingual cost differential in the 
SEG/Operational. 

• District or charter school business manager or fiscal office has this information as 
Superintendents and Charter School leaders must sign off on SEG funding before the 
new school year

39



BMEP Annual Reports 
from Prior Years

• BMEP APR Reports from 2021-2022 
through 2013-2014 may be found in 
the Language and Culture website
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/languageandculture/bilingual-multicultural-education-programs-bmeps/resources/


Questions?

Carlos Avila
Carlos.Avila@ped.nm.gov

BMEP Specialist
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THE STATE SEAL OF 
BILINGUALISM-BILITERACY 

Elena Valdez, Ph.D.
Bilingual Seal Specialist
Language and Culture Division 

Government to Government Summit – May 12, 2023



The state seal of bilingualism-biliteracy on a New Mexico 
diploma of excellence certifies that the recipient is proficient 
for meaningful use in college, a career or to meet a local 
community language need in a language other than English. 
The graduate's high school transcript shall also indicate that 
the graduate received the state seal on the graduate's New 
Mexico diploma of excellence.

NMSA 22-1-9.1 



Example of the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy on a diploma



The idea for the Seal of Biliteracy was developed by the non-profit Californians 
Together in 2008. The purpose of the Seal is to recognize students who have 
studied and attained proficiency in two or more languages by high school 
graduation. 

For more information, or an updated map, visit the Seal of Biliteracy website: 
https://sealofbiliteracy.org/

New Mexico 
adopted the Seal of 
Biliteracy in 2014

https://sealofbiliteracy.org/


2014

2015
New Mexico 

Administrative Code/ Rule 
published

SY 2015-2016
156 Seals

SY 2016-2017
490 Seals

SY 2017-2018
681 Seals

SY 2018-2019 
878 Seals

SY 2019-2020
1,105 Seals

SY 2020-2021
1,003 Seals

SY 2021-2022
1,105 Seals

NUMBER OF SEALS AWARDED PER YEAR



Since SY 2015-2016, the State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy has 
been awarded for: 

• American Sign 
Language 

• Arabic
• Chinese
• Czech
• Filipino
• French
• German
• Hungarian

• Italian
• Japanese
• Keres      31
• Korean
• Latin
• Navajo    44
• Portuguese

• Spanish
• Somali
• Tagalog
• Tewa  <10
• Tiwa  <10
• Tulugu
• Turkish 
• Vietnamese  
• Zuni    79



To earn the bilingualism-biliteracy seal on the diploma of excellence, 
students must meet the graduation requirements as specified in 
Subsection J of 6.29.1.9 NMAC, and demonstrate proficiency in a 
language other than English, through one of the following methods:

(1) certification by an individual tribe;
(2) units of credit and an assessment;
(3) units of credit and an alternative process portfolio; or
(4) an assessment and an alternative process portfolio.

6.32.3.8 NMAC



State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options

Option 1: Certification by an Individual Tribe

Student meets 
requirements set by 
Tribe 

District/charter school 
receives proficiency 
certification from Tribe 

Student meets New 
Mexico graduation 
requirements

Student 
receives 

diploma of 
excellence 

with the SSBB

Tribes determine language proficiency 
criteria, process, and procedure. 



State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options
Option 2: Units of Credit and Assessment 

Student takes and 
passes (C or higher) 
four units of credit in 
a language other 
than English*

Student takes and 
passes an approved 
assessment in a 
language other than 
English*

Student meets New 
Mexico graduation 
requirements

Student 
receives 

diploma of 
excellence 

with the SSBB

*Requirements must be fulfilled for the same 
language other than English. 



State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options
Option 3: Units of Credit and Alternative Process Portfolio 

Student takes and 
passes (C or higher) 
four units of credit in 
a language other 
than English*

Student successfully 
delivers a presentation, 
participates in an interview 
panel, and produces a 
work sample, all in a 
language other than 
English*

Student meets 
New Mexico 
graduation 
requirements

Student 
receives 

diploma of 
excellence 

with the SSBB

*Requirements must be fulfilled for the same 
language other than English. 



State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy Options

Option 4: Assessment and Alternative Process Portfolio 

Student takes and 
passes an approved 
assessment in a 
language other than 
English*

Student successfully 
delivers a presentation, 
participates in an interview 
panel, and produces a 
work sample, all in a 
language other than 
English* 

Student meets 
New Mexico 
graduation 
requirements

Student 
receives 

diploma of 
excellence 

with the SSBB

*Requirements must be fulfilled for the 
same language other than English. 



Three Key Steps for Implementing the New Mexico SSBB

1. School Boards and Governing Councils of districts and charter 

schools must adopt the SSBB. 

2. In accordance with the Indian Education Act, the district or charter 

school should have an updated Memorandum of Understanding 

with neighboring Tribes to award the SSBB in Tribal languages. 

3. The district or charter school must submit a request for the SSBB 

image to the Language and Culture Division. 



Affirmation of Tribal Consultation for Local Educational Agencies



List of Approved Districts and Charter Schools

Total number of 
districts and 
charters schools: 

29 districts 

11 charters 
(state and local)



No, the SSBB is not attached to BMEPs.

Is the SSBB only available to state-funded Bilingual 
Multicultural Education Programs (BMEPs)?
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SSBB Resources

SSBB Guidance 
Handbook



SSBB Educator Pathway 
Flyer



Request a copy of the SSBB: SSBB_Request_Form.doc 
(live.com)

SSBB Resources

SSBB image 
request 
form. 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwebnew.ped.state.nm.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F10%2FSSBB_Request_Form.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwebnew.ped.state.nm.us%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F10%2FSSBB_Request_Form.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Elena Valdez, Ph.D. 
Bilingual Seal Specialist
Elena.Valdez@ped.nm.gov
(505) 670-2608

Thank you!

Questions? 

mailto:Elena.Valdez@ped.nm.gov
mailto:Elena.Valdez@ped.nm.gov
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