
AFFIDAVIT OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBER 

STA TE OF NEW MEXICO ) 
) 

COUNTY OF ) 

, after being duly sworn, state: 

r ' _ -
1. My name is \ )e,C\~\ fev UV:e.0---: and I reside in ~(\.-\7v re, ' New 

Mexico. ~cp~ll,)15\?e-\. C.\~~lc/4 
2_ I am a member of the governing body of the [inserf~~~,ool] in W4~ \,(,e..., 

_________ __J New Mexico. 
3. I attest that I am currently not a current governing body member of any other charter school 

authoriz.ed in the state of New Mexico. 
4. I have never been a governing body member of a charter school that was suspended or failed 

to receive or maintain their board of finance designation. 
5. I understand that as a member of the [insert name of school]'s governing body, I am entrusted 

with oversight of expenditure of public fimds in accordance with all applicable laws, regulations and 
rules, including but without limitation any laws or rules pertaining to conflicts of interest, public 
school finance, and procurement. 

to / "7- I --io2-3 
Date 

[Print] 

VERIFICATION 

The forgo!-Affidavit of Governing Body Member was su 
this _2_ day o:fl.1.UU, , 20 2..3 

[Notary Seal:] 

My commission expires: / 2 / / Y, , 202/l. 

Revised 10-5-2011 

AMIE MARTINEZ 
Notary Public • State of New Mexico 

Commission# 1077478 
My Comm. Expires Dec 14, 2024 



ASSURANCES 

Mynameis , koo\£e..,-- Q_lV'Je..,,,.. and I reside in ~fe_., NI\A .I 
am a member of the ~vernir}_ body for ~~or.;l.. G\ t.t..$~ l OU., <w-'¥ a charter school 
which is located atJ ~J:;~ ::2~~ 71 assure that in my capacity as a member of the governing 
body, the CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all applicable federal and state laws governing the 
organizational, programmatic, and financial requirements applicable to charter schools, including: 

1. The CHARTER SCHOOL'S admission processes are in compliance with Sections 22-2-4(A)-(D) and 22-
88-4.1 NMSA 1978. 

2. The CHARTER SCHOOL'S admission process do not discriminate against anyone regarding race, color, 
age, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, spousal affiliation, 
physical or mental disability, or serious medical condition. 

3. The CHARTER SCHOOL is a nonsectarian and non-religious public school. 

4. Except as otherwise provided in Section 22-12-5{C) NMSA 1978 the Public School Code, the 
CHARTER SCHOOL does not charge tuition or have admission requirements. 

5. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all state and federal health and safety requirements applicable 
to public schools, complies with Sections 22-8B-4.2(A), {C), and (D) NMSA 1978, and must produce 
an E-Occupancy certificate for all school facilities. 

6. The governing body does not and will not contract with a for-profit entity for the management of 
the CHARTER SCHOOL 

7. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all applicable state and federal laws and rules related to 
identifying and providing special education services. 

8. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with provisions regarding public property identified in the Public 
School Code, the New Mexico Procurement Code, and the New Mexico Prohibited Sales Act, the 
Internal Revenue Code, and other applicable federal and state regulations. 

9. The CHARTER SCHOOL ensures that criminal background checks are conducted on all employees and 
applicable reporting is completed in accordance with Section 22-lOA-5 NMSA 1978. 

10. The CHARTER SCHOOL ensures that it complies with state regulations regarding the use of 
volunteers set out in Section 6. 50.18 NMAC. 

11. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title VI and Trtle VII of the 
C"rvil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

12. The CHARTER SCHOOL provides equitable access to and participation in its federally assisted 
program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. 

13. Meetings of the CHARTER SCHOOL Governing Body comply with the New Mexico Open Meetings 
Act, Sections 10-15-1 et seq., NMSA 1978 and the Inspection of Public Records Act, Section 14-2-1 et 
seq., NMSA 1978. 



14. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all requirements of The Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA) 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99. 

15. The 04ARTER SCHOOL has and will adopt all policies and procedures required by the Public School 
Code, the New Mexico Administrative Code, and the Public Education Commission. 

16. The Governing Body or head administrator of the CHARTER SCHOOL recognizes and works with 
employee labor representatives, if any. 

17. The 04ARTER SCHOOL has and will develop personnel policies that comply with all applicable 
federal and state labor laws, regulations and rules implementing them. 

18. The CHARTER SCHOOL had and will develop a curriculum that is aligned to the New Mexico State 
Standards found in Trtle 6 Chapter 29 of the New Mexico Administrative Code, as amended. 

vlof\ \ -9 ev ~-W\...- 1.o/1-/u-i:s 
Pnnted Name Date 



STATEMENT OF GOVERNING BODY TO CONSULT WITH PED 
L r ~\1-:>o•.::A. C-l~1 lCM \"'r~ ~ .l,\.(X{{ 

We, the lDldersigned, make up the governing body of the [insert name of school], located in 
ffi '°½4\A.ev--1µ-e.. , New Mexico. 

In accordance with 6.80.4.16 NMAC, we agree to consult with the New Mexico Public 
Education Department on any matter not covered by the manual of accolDlting and budgeting before 
taking any action related to fimds held as a board of finance. 

We make this statement as part of [insert name of school]'s application to the Public Education 
Commission for status as a board of finance under 6.80.4.16 NMAC. 

We understand that we must retain or hire a Licensed School Business Manager as soon as 
:financial feast"ble and, thereafter, notify the New Mexico Public Education Commission within 30 days 
of hiring and/or changing in a Licensed School Business Manager for the school, and a new, signed 
"Affidavit of Financial Custodian" must be submitted. 

We understand that we must submit an Affidavit of Governing Body Member to the Public 
Education Commission within 60 days of a change in membership of our governing body. 

C.t>~'Poc,cl c.tMc;.\a,-{, ~f'~ S"~ 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL] GIVE THE 

FOREGOING STATEMENT THIS ·z_ DAYOFJ11--~ ,2011. 

[print] 

2. ------------
[signature] 

[print] 

3. 
[signature] 

[print] 

4. 
[signature] 

[print] 

5. 
[signature] 

[print] 

Attach additional pages if membership exceeds five. 

Revised 10-5-2011 



























From: Sam Obenshain
To: Pierce, Laurel, PED
Cc: Poulos, Katie, PED; Pelayo, Icela, PED; sfox@matthewsfox.com; Darrell Garcia CCPS
Subject: RE: Board of Finance Documents
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 9:15:36 AM

Ms. Pierce,

Thank you for the information.  I do need to let you know that I find it
interesting that we would be brought up to the PEC for potential corrective
action. 

In spite of the fact that the CSD has failed to complete its reporting
requirements either in writing or through the WebEPSS for Cottonwood over
the past several years, it is the school that potentially needs corrective
action? 

We feel confident that we are meeting the requirements of the law and
continue to provide the highest quality education available in the state. 

As for the additionally burdensome reporting requirements, we will continue
to operate our GC according to our by-laws and will continue to provide the
PED with documentation of our membership changes. 

Respectfully,

Sam Obenshain
Executive Director
Cottonwood Classical Preparatory School
Sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org
(505) 998-1021

-----Original Message-----
From: Pierce, Laurel, PED [mailto:Laurel.Pierce@state.nm.us]
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2017 3:56 PM
To: Obenshain, Sam <sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org>
Cc: Poulos, Katie, PED <Katie.Poulos@state.nm.us>; Pelayo, Icela, PED
<Icela.Pelayo@state.nm.us>
Subject: RE: Board of Finance Documents

Hello Mr. Obenshain,

Please see the attached letter for further information regarding your
governing board changes.  I have attached the Governing Board Membership
Change form for your convenience. 

I have also attached an Annual Report form, as we have not yet received one
from your school.  This should be accompanied by the governing board minutes
wherein the number of members you have chosen to seat was approved by your
governing board.  If you have any questions, please let me know.

Thank you,

Laurel Pierce

mailto:Laurel.Pierce@state.nm.us
mailto:Katie.Poulos@state.nm.us
mailto:Icela.Pelayo@state.nm.us
mailto:sfox@matthewsfox.com
mailto:darrell.garcia@cottonwoodclassical.org
mailto:Laurel.Pierce@state.nm.us


Technical Assistance, Training and Support Program Coordinator Charter
Schools Division
505-827-4527
Charter School Website

Driving student success in New Mexico by supporting excellent authorizing
practices and charter schools that provide innovative, quality education.

 300 Don Gaspar Ave.
 Santa Fe, NM 87501
 www.ped.state.nm.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Sam Obenshain [mailto:sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org]
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2017 2:59 PM
To: Pierce, Laurel, PED
Subject: FW:

Ms. Pierce,

Please find attached the most recent documents for our Board of Finance
designation.

Thanks,

Sam Obenshain
Executive Director
Cottonwood Classical Preparatory School
Sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org
(505) 998-1021

-----Original Message-----
From: Sam Obenshain [mailto:sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org]
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2017 10:31 AM
To: Sam Obenshain <sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org>
Subject:

This E-mail was sent from "RNPF7ED0D" (Aficio MP 5000).

Scan Date: 11.27.2017 12:30:47 (-0500)

mailto:sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org
mailto:sam.obenshain@cottonwoodclassical.org
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ASSURANCES  

My name is ____D’Nienne Hatch-Sanders_ and I reside in _Albuquerque, NM_. I  am a member of the 
governing body for _Cottonwood Classical Preparatory School__ a charter school  which is located 
at_7801 Jefferson St. NE, Albuquerque, NM  87109, I assure that in my capacity as a member of the 
governing body, the CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all applicable federal and state laws governing the  
organizational, programmatic, and financial requirements applicable to charter schools, including:  

1. The CHARTER SCHOOL’S admission processes are in compliance with Sections 22-2-4(A)-(D) and 22- 
8B-4.1 NMSA 1978.  

2. The CHARTER SCHOOL’S admission process do not discriminate against anyone regarding race, color,  
age, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, spousal affiliation,  
physical or mental disability, or serious medical condition.   

3. The CHARTER SCHOOL is a nonsectarian and non-religious public school.  

4. Except as otherwise provided in Section 22-12-5(C) NMSA 1978 the Public School Code, the  
CHARTER SCHOOL does not charge tuition or have admission requirements.  

5. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all state and federal health and safety requirements applicable  
to public schools, complies with Sections 22-8B-4.2(A), (C), and (D) NMSA 1978, and must produce  
an E-Occupancy certificate for all school facilities.  

6. The governing body does not and will not contract with a for-profit entity for the management of  
the CHARTER SCHOOL.  

7. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all applicable state and federal laws and rules related to  
identifying and providing special education services.  

8. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with provisions regarding public property identified in the Public  
School Code, the New Mexico Procurement Code, and the New Mexico Prohibited Sales Act, the  
Internal Revenue Code, and other applicable federal and state regulations.  

9. The CHARTER SCHOOL ensures that criminal background checks are conducted on all employees and  
applicable reporting is completed in accordance with Section 22-10A-5 NMSA 1978.  

10. The CHARTER SCHOOL ensures that it complies with state regulations regarding the use of  
volunteers set out in Section 6. 50.18 NMAC.  

11. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title VI and Title VII of the  
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the  
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  

12. The CHARTER SCHOOL provides equitable access to and participation in its federally assisted  
program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs.  

13. Meetings of the CHARTER SCHOOL Governing Body comply with the New Mexico Open Meetings  



Act, Sections 10-15-1 et seq., NMSA 1978 and the Inspection of Public Records Act, Section 14-2-1 et  
seq., NMSA 1978. 

14. The CHARTER SCHOOL complies with all requirements of The Family Educational Rights and Privacy  
Act (FERPA) 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99.   

15. The CHARTER SCHOOL has and will adopt all policies and procedures required by the Public School  
Code, the New Mexico Administrative Code, and the Public Education Commission.  

16. The Governing Body or head administrator of the CHARTER SCHOOL recognizes and works with  
employee labor representatives, if any.  

17. The CHARTER SCHOOL has and will develop personnel policies that comply with all applicable  
federal and state labor laws, regulations and rules implementing them.  

18. The CHARTER SCHOOL had and will develop a curriculum that is aligned to the New Mexico State  
Standards found in Title 6 Chapter 29 of the New Mexico Administrative Code, as amended.   

D’Nienne Hatch-Sanders                                                             _5/24/2023                                  Printed 
Name                                                                                   Signature Date 



Revised 10-5-2011 

 
STATEMENT OF GOVERNING BODY TO CONSULT WITH PED 

 
We, the undersigned, make up the governing body of the [insert name of school], located in 

_____________________, New Mexico.   
 

In accordance with 6.80.4.16 NMAC, we agree to consult with the New Mexico Public 
Education Department on any matter not covered by the manual of accounting and budgeting before 
taking any action related to funds held as a board of finance. 
 

We make this statement as part of [insert name of school]’s application to the Public Education 
Commission for status as a board of finance under 6.80.4.16 NMAC. 
 

We understand that we must retain or hire a Licensed School Business Manager as soon as 
financial feasible and, thereafter, notify the New Mexico Public Education Commission within 30 days 
of hiring and/or changing in a Licensed School Business Manager for the school, and a new, signed 
“Affidavit of Financial Custodian” must be submitted.  
 

We understand that we must submit an Affidavit of Governing Body Member to the Public 
Education Commission within 60 days of a change in membership of our governing body. 
 
 THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL] GIVE THE 
FOREGOING STATEMENT THIS ___ DAY OF _______, 2011. 
 
 

1. ________________________________  
[signature] 

________________________________  
  [print] 

2. ________________________________ 
  [signature] 

________________________________  
  [print] 
 

3. ________________________________ 
  [signature] 

________________________________  
  [print] 
 

4. ________________________________ 
  [signature] 

________________________________  
  [print] 
 

5. ________________________________ 
  [signature] 

________________________________  
  [print] 
 
Attach additional pages if membership exceeds five.   

Cottonwood Classical 

Albuquerque

D'Nienne Hatch-Sanders

24 May 2023
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