
Kids Kitchens 
Healthy Meals

SB4



What is a healthy meal?

• Our initiative will emphasize healthy, 
freshly prepared, and New Mexico-
sourced meals. 

• We believe that a healthy school meal 
should be appetizing, educational, 
freshly prepared, minimally processed, 
New Mexico-sourced, student and 
family-informed, and culturally 
responsive.

• Healthy meal improvement 
requirements will be determined 
through the rulemaking process.



How does it work?



Priority Areas

• New Mexico Grown – Purchasing and Processing Locally

• Freshly Prepared – Scratch Cooked Meals

• Engagement of Student and Family Voice

• Food & Nutrition Education

• Food Waste

• Certification Process



Current Stage – Listening Session

• SB4 Passage and Adoption

• Currently Engaging Stakeholders and Rule Making

• Listening Sessions across the State

• Developing Resources

• Human and Material Resources

• Trainings

• Website

• Information Sessions



State Charter Schools Participating in the NSLP 
SY23 vs SY24 

Summary of Program Option

Program Option Count Percent

CEP 22 39%

Standard 20 35%

N/A (Not participating in the NSLP) 15 26%

Total 57 100%

NSLP Participating Charter Schools based on 

Claims Made (as of 11/14/2023)

FY24 FY23

Site count claims made 40 39

Site count no claims 17 18

Percent of State Charters with NSLP 

claim 70.18% 68.42%



Average Daily Participation Comparison

Average Daily Participation – State Charters

Average Daily Participation – Statewide

Row Labels
ADP (Breakfast/Meals 

Possible)

ADP (Lunch/Meals 

Possible)

2024 50.1% 62.6%

2023 40.2% 53.3%

Diff. 9.83% 9.35%

Row Labels
ADP (Breakfast/Meals 

Possible)

ADP (Lunch/Meals 

Possible)

2024 38.6% 55.7%

2023 35.6% 52.7%

Diff. 2.99% 2.98%



Food Service Opreator – State Charter Schools

Food Service Operator Count

N/A (Not participating in NSLP) 15

Self Operating 7

Nearby SFA (APS, BPS, LCPS) 6

Food Service Management Company 29



Funding Available to Support SFAs

● $21,799,000 – State Flowthrough for Healthy 

Universal School Meals

● $20 Million in School Kitchen Infrastructure 

Improvement Grant – Due Nov. 17

● $2 Million in New Mexico Grown – to purchase 

from local farmers/ranchers

● $254,071.00 in Equipment Grant





Thank You!

Contact Information: 

Michael A. Chavez, Director

MichaelA.Chavez@ped.nm.gov

Rachele DiQuarto, NSLP Staff 

Manager 
Rachele.DiQuarto@ped.nm.gov 

Laura Henry-Hand, Deputy Director 
Laura.Henry-Hand@ped.nm.gov

Rosa Lopez PHD RDN, SB4 Manager 
Rosa.Lopez@ped.nm.gov 
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