
E. Facility 
 

 

A description of the charter school facilities and assurances that the facilities are in compliance with the requirements of Section 22-8B-4.2 

NMSA 1978. 

The school must provide a narrative description of its facilities.  The school should attach any facility plans or the school’s Facility Master Plan in 

Appendix D. 

In addition, attach a copy of the building E Occupancy certificate and a letter from the PSFA with the facility NMCI Score as Appendix D, 

indicating that the school facility meets the requirements at Subsection C of 22-8B-4.2 NMSA 1978. (If the charter school is relocating or 

expanding to accommodate more students.)  

The school must also provide assurances that the facilities are in compliance with the requirements of Section 22-8B-4.2 NMSA 1978, including 

subsections A, C, and D. A template is available from the PEC’s website. 

 
School response:  

 
Sandoval Academy of Bilingual Education’s campus consists of 25,000 square feet. This space currently accommodates 
nine general education classrooms, one special education classroom, one computer lab, one cafeteria, one resource room, 
one after-school area, and one therapy room.  The school building has a current E-Occupancy certificate (attached). Also 
attached are an exterior and interior school map, Public School Facilities Authority letter, and compliance assurance. 
Attached you will also find Sandoval Academy of Bilingual Education’s Facilities Master Plan as Appendix D.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



School Campus Overhead Exterior Map 
 
 

  
  



School Campus Interior Map (Northside) 
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Sandoval Academy of Bilingual Education  
 
 
Contact:  
Miranda González 
483 Arkansas St. SE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
(505) 803-8444 
miranda.d.gonzalez@gmail.com 
 
Charter School Overview: 
If approved by the PEC, Sandoval Academy of Bilingual Education would open as a dual-language 
elementary school for the 2015-2016 school year. 
Application year: 2014 
We have reviewed the Statewide Adequacy Standards in NMAC 6.27.30 as well as the Charter-
Alternative School Statewide Adequacy Standard Variance.  
  
1. GOALS / MISSION  
1.1 Goals  
 
SABE will work with parents and the community to provide exceptional curriculum that will allow 
students to master common core in two languages. 
 
1.1.1 Mission  
 
Sandoval Academy of Bilingual Education (SABE) enables students to maintain their native language, 
reconnect with their heritage language, or discover a new enriching language.  Students attending SABE 
will attain Spanish and English fluency and literacy, which will expand their worldview and educational 
and career opportunities.  
 
1.1.2 Describe the general educational philosophy 
 
SABE will teach bi-literacy using an immersion program where the minority language (Spanish) will 
receive a greater portion of the instructional time in the early elementary years (90% in kindergarten) 
and then decrease as grade level increases until reaching equilibrium (50% English, 50% Spanish) by the 
fourth grade. By assuring that students receive core educational content in Spanish rather than Spanish 
as an auxiliary course, SABE's students will have a competence in both English and Spanish to a degree 
that is sufficient for them to use it in real-life and academic situations.  
 
A major aspect of SABE's philosophy is that teachers are facilitators, not lecturers. Students learn 
language best when teachers talk less and students talk more. And when students have two fully-
functional languages, these languages strengthen each other and give students an increased capacity for 
memory and problem-solving skills. By retaining a native language or learning a new language, students 
have increased cultural awareness and a global connection.  
 
 
 



1.1.3 Serving the community  
 
According to the last U.S. Census, 1 in 5 people in Rio Rancho speak a home language other than English, 
and a U.S. Department of Education study states that, nationally, more than three-quarters of ELL 
(English Language Learners) students are native Spanish speakers. Besides native Spanish speakers, 
there are also native English speakers who wish to place their children in a bilingual immersion program, 
but in order to do so, they must travel 30-40 minutes one way to take their children to one of 
Albuquerque's bilingual charter schools. By creating a bilingual charter school in Rio Rancho, we will 
relieve the commutes of Rio Ranchoans and foster a sense of solidarity by meeting educational needs 
here within our own community. 
 
Currently, the Rio Rancho Public School District is suffering from extreme overcrowding at the 
elementary school level. By opening a new school in Rio Rancho, we will serve the dual purpose of 
providing much-needed bilingual education and creating space for more elementary students. The 
closest dual-language charter school to Rio Rancho residents is Corrales International School, which has 
515 students waitlisted, some of whom are  from Rio Rancho. SABE will serve to alleviate the waiting list 
for CIS and other dual-language programs in Albuquerque. 
 
By conducting interviews with parents, we have learned that a big concern in our community is a 
disconnect between generations. Native Spanish-speaking children often begin school speaking only 
Spanish, but instead of adding English to their native language, they replace their native language and 
no longer communicate with their parents and grandparents in Spanish. As a result, family relationships 
suffer. By maintaining the language of their heritage, students will be firmly tied to their familial roots, 
and by strengthening families through communication and culture, our city will be stronger.  
 
1.2 Process  
1.2.1 Describe process for data gathering and analysis  
 
In order to gather data about potential facilities for our school, we have spoken with leaders from the 
City of Rio Rancho, Sandoval County, Rio Rancho Public Schools, UNM West, CNM Rio Rancho, Bernalillo 
Public Schools, the Town of Bernalillo, and the Village of Corrales. While these leaders were supportive, 
they were sorry to inform us that they have no public space available and have provided us with written 
confirmation to this effect. Please see attached letters in Exhibits A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and H. 
 
We have reviewed several possible private facilities in preparation for submitting the charter 
application, but as there are no private facilities that would suit our needs as is, we need the charter to 
first be approved so that we will have negotiation power and the ability to sign a lease that would 
motivate the leasing owner to make renovations at no additional cost to SABE. 
 
1.2.2 Authority and facilities decision making  
Steering committee members: 
 
Facilities Contact: Miranda González, B.S. English and Spanish Education, English teacher at Rosetta 
Stone, co-founder of SABE 
 
Brennan Divett, B.A. in Secondary Education - Spanish and TESOL, Spanish and History teacher at the 
A.S.K. Academy, co-founder of SABE 
 



Wayne Frank, M.Arch., M.S. Construction Management, AIA, PMP, LEED AP BD+C, CDT, Senior Architect 
and Project Manager at WHPacific Inc.  
 
Christina Herrera, B.A. International Studies and Spanish, Field Officer at High Knoll Development 
Company 
 
German Martinez, B.S. Behavioral Science & Health, M.B.A. (August 2014), Business Manager 
 
On April 15th, we held a community input meeting at the Loma Colorado Library in Rio Rancho. Many 
members of the community were present, and most notably, we had NM State Representative Jason 
Harper in attendance as we presented the Statewide Adequacy Standards and the requirements needed 
for our individual school. From this meeting we developed a number of building leads after we thought 
we had exhausted all possible spaces for lease in Rio Rancho. If our charter is approved, we will continue 
to work closely with local business and political leaders to acquire an adequate building for lease. 
 
The steering committee members have visited and called several potential locations such as churches 
and office buildings to seek out possible sites, but final decision-making authority, subject to NM 
Adequacy Standards, will be granted to the Governing Board upon approval of the charter. 
  
2. PROJECTED CONDITIONS  
2.1 Programs and Delivery Methods 
2.1.1 Programs overview  
 
Due to a lack of available public space, SABE does not have a location at this time, but as Rio Rancho is 
an area of rapid growth and new construction, we are looking into working with developers to negotiate 
a build-to-suit or renovate-to-suit lease arrangement. 
 
SABE will have a 20:1 student-teacher ratio. To provide for the large demand for bilingual education, we 
will have two classes per grade level. The students will consist of a mix of native Spanish speakers and 
native English speakers, ideally being as close to 50/50 as possible. Each kindergarten class will have an 
educational assistant as well as a teacher. We plan to work with Dual Language of New Mexico and/or 
the New Mexico Association of Bilingual Education to provide instruction that ties the two languages 
together and assessments that assure us that our students are on track to achieve dual proficiency. 
 
Grades K-5 will be divided by grade level, and students will remain in their classrooms throughout the 
day (with the exception of recess); class time will be divided into blocks of reading, writing, math, social 
studies, and science. P.E. will be incorporated into guided play during recess. Music and art teachers will 
visit the classrooms for a weekly period of instruction to avoid necessitating separate specialty 
classrooms. Instead of planning to accommodate a full-sized school library, we will work with local 
community and/or city library volunteers to have a weekly story time and a reading buddy program. At 
full capacity, we will need 12 elementary-level classrooms. 
 
Grades 6-8 will follow a period schedule and will rotate according to subject. In this format, we can have  
teachers who specialize in one or two areas of study, as is usually the case at the middle-school level. At 
least one of the rooms will be dedicated to elective courses. This room will be multipurpose. Instead of 
having a computer lab, we will provide a set of laptops (possibly more contingent on technology 
donations), which can be checked out in a classroom set. At full capacity, we will need 6 middle-school 
level classrooms. 



 
School-sponsored cultural events will take place each semester, and we will work with the city and/or 
other community entities to reserve parks or other multi-purpose facilities to accommodate students, 
parents, and community members for these events. 
  
2.2 Proposed Enrollment  
2.2.1 Indicate proposed enrollment cap  
 
Our opening year, SABE will have 120 students. At full capacity, the enrollment cap will be 360 students.  
 
2.2.2 Describe any plans for phased enrollment  
 
The phased enrollment is as follows: 
 
School Year K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total 
2015 - 2016 40  40  20  20       120  
2016 - 2017 40  40  40  20  20      160  
2017 - 2018 40  40  40  40  20  20     200  
2018 - 2019 40  40  40  40  40  20  20    240  
2019 - 2020 40  40  40  40  40  40  20  20   280  
2020 - 2021 40  40  40  40  40  40  40  20  20  320  
2021 - 2022 40  40  40  40  40  40  40  40  20  340  
2022 - 2023 40  40  40  40  40  40  40  40  40  360  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.2.4 Classroom loading policy  
 
Each grade will have 20 students per class and two classes per grade level. We will begin Year 1 with 40 
kindergarten students and 40 first graders, but only 20 second graders and 20 third graders. The 
purpose of this is to front-end load the program as students will be more successful in a dual-language 
program the earlier they start. At all grade levels we will maintain a 20:1 student-teacher ratio. At the 
kindergarten level, classrooms will also have an educational assistant.  
 
Additional educational assistants may be placed in classrooms according to the individualized education 
programs of students with disabilities.   
 
2.2.5 Classroom needs 
 
Total number of classrooms needed: 18 
 

Year 
Number of 
students 

Number of 
classrooms 

1 120  6 
2 160  8 
3 200  10 
4 240  12 
5 280  14 
6 320  16 
7 340  17 
8 360  18 

 
For a breakdown of classroom and other square footage, please see the tables under 3.2.1. 
 
2.3 Site and Facilities  
2.3.1 Location/site  
 
On the next page, we have an example of a potential build-to-suit lease arrangement. It would 
accommodate the building square footage we require (15,300) and would be located in northern Rio 
Rancho, an ideal location to draw students from Rio Rancho, Corrales, Bernalillo, Algodones, and 
Placitas. 



 
 
 



 

 
 



2.3.4 Facility evaluation  
 
N/A  
  
3. PROPOSED FACILITY REQUIREMENTS (Ed Spec)  
3.1 Facility Goals and Concepts  
3.1.1 What are the goals to be met by your school facility?  
 
The ultimate goal of SABE is to teach content through language and teach language through content. 
Once students have strong literacy skills, they can use those skills to learn all other subjects because all 
learning requires reading. The concept behind our building plan is that you don't need a lot of space to 
have a solid common core foundation - you simply need peer interaction, parent support, distance 
learning through technology, and of course, excellent bilingual teachers.  
 
Since "public buildings are not available or adequate for the educational program of the 
charter school," we will seek to find a building that will meet Statewide Adequacy Standards " at no 
additional cost to the charter school or the state," thus complying with HB-283. 
  
3.1.2 Concepts  
 
Safety and security: The building that SABE will acquire must be structurally sound, meet E-occupancy 
standards, and meet a 20.38% on the New Mexico Conditions Index. The building must also comply with 
fire code and have a fire alarm and suppression system.  
 
As the building will house elementary school students, the entire structure and accompanying outdoor 
recreational space will be fenced in with limited access points. Foot traffic will be directed through the 
office so that visitors must sign in at the office to have access to the classrooms. Outside of the fenced 
area, we will have a parking lot that students can only access when accompanied by a parent (when 
dropped off in the morning), or a teacher (when picked up in the afternoon). Parking will be located on 
the side of the building where the office is located. 
 
Sustainability: As we are looking into a build-to-suit, or renovate-to-suit lease agreement, care will be 
taken to use the most energy efficient installations that modern construction has to offer. Below are 
several points that are important for the community and will improve the success of our school. 
 • Water efficiency – We will provide landscaping that is appropriate for our desert climate and 
 does not consume too much water. If the opportunity permits, we would like to use rainwater 
 capture to help provide irrigation as well. If building to suit, we will use low-flow fixtures 
 throughout the building. 
 • Energy Efficiency – If building to suit, we will endeavor to have high-efficiency heating and 
 cooling units, adequate insulation on walls and roofs, and insulated windows and doors to 
 reduce energy consumption of the building. 
 • Daylight Harvesting – In a renovated or new building, we would like all classrooms to have 
 daylight. It has been proven that increased daylight increases student performance, and it can 
 reduce overall energy when controlled in conjunction with electrical lighting. 
 • Interior Air Quality – If building to suit, we will use materials, glues, and substrates that do not 
 give off volatile organic compounds (VOC’s) into the building. This will improve occupant 
 comfort and make the environment more enjoyable. 
 



Flexibility: We have discussed using removable or operable partitions to change one big room into four 
classrooms, and then in turn, to turn four classrooms into a big room to create common space necessary 
for larger activities. Depending on space requirements, we are prepared to make rooms serve multiple 
functions.  
 
Community use: Due to limited space, SABE does not have any plans to offer the building for community 
use at this time.  
 
3.2 Space Requirements  
3.2.1 Space summary 
Provide a summary list of all individual space needs and sizes.  
 

Grade 
Net Sq ft per 

student 
Sq ft for storage per 

student Number of students Total Sq ft 
K 50  2  40  2,080  

1 - 5 32  2  200  6,800  
6 -8 28  2  120  3,600  

   
Total classroom square 

footage: 12,480 

 
 

Other facility areas 
Minimum 

sq ft 
Per 50 

students Sq ft Enrollment cap 
Total square 

footage 
Administration 150  -  1.5  360  690  

Health 0  -  1  360  360  
Teacher workspace 0  -  1  360  360  

General storage 0  -  1  360  360  
Janitorial 0  -  0.5  360  180  

Bathrooms 0  8  20  -  160  
Parent workspace 0 - 0.5 360 180 

    
Total other square 

footage: 2,290 

 
Total classroom square footage 12,480  
Total other square footage 2,290  
Total building square footage 14,770*  

 
*Depending on the layout of the building, we will need to add an additional 3-4% of total square footage 
for hallways. As we are basing this analysis on a maximum square footage of 15,300 per the build-to-suit 
advertisement, this will allow us enough room to add these hallways. 
 
While we would ideally like to have a large multipurpose room / common area, we would not be able to 
fit this into the maximum square footage of this hypothetical location, so we would be operating with 
the bare minimum, only providing for classroom space, bathrooms, and only the most necessary 



supporting spaces. This would mean that students would eat in their classrooms or outside. After hours 
school-wide functions would be accommodated by partnering and using space from nearby schools 
(such as Mountain View Middle School) or Sandoval County facilities, or if these are not available, local 
churches. We will continue to look for a location that will allow us to have a bit more square footage, 
but for the purposes of this facilities master plan, we are showing that we can operate with very limited 
space.  
 
In addition to the building, we will need to have an outdoor recreation area that includes a play 
structure. As we will most likely not have the space for an indoor P.E. facility, this outdoor site will also 
double as the P.E. "classroom". Depending on the final location of the school, we will consider locating 
near (within approximately 150 yards) a city park and using those facilities for recess and P.E.   
 
We will not have a cafeteria or food prep area as students will bring their own lunch and/or a sack lunch 
service will be provided. Similarly, we will not have a full-sized library and will rely on parents, 
community and/or city library programs and volunteers to provide library time for our students once a 
week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
3.2.2 Describe site requirements  
 
As illustrated by the diagram below, K-5 students will stay in their assigned classrooms throughout the 
day (with the exception of recess). Students in grades 6-8 will operate on a rotating schedule where 
entire classes of students will move to different classrooms for different subjects. For example, one class 
of sixth graders will be in math, while another class of sixth graders will be in science, and another class 
of seventh graders will be in English, etc. When the period is over, the entire class will rotate to another 
classroom and another subject. Therefore, while grades 6-8 will remain with a single class of 20 
students, they will rotate rooms according to periods and subjects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. CAPITAL PLAN  
 
Based on our space needs of 15,300 and using an average local fair market value of $12 per square foot 
for lease of a facility, we estimate the lease to be $183,600 for basic space needs. Funding for lease 
expenses will initially be covered by operational funds and anticipated funding from the lease assistance 
grant through the Public School Capital Outlay.  
 
Upon approval of the Charter, the school will work with a local architect and the NMPSFA to obtain an 
approved facilities master plan for the occupied location. This will enable us to apply for SB-9 funds to 
suit our facility needs in the future. We anticipate to use the capital funds generated through SB-9 and 
other grants to be used for future purchase of a facility that will fit the needs of SABE. 
 
5. MASTER PLAN SUPPORT MATERIAL  
5.1 Sites and Facilities Data Table  
 
N/A 
  
5.2 Site Plan 
 
N/A 
  
5.3 Floor Plan  
 
N/A 
 
5.8 Detailed Space and Room Requirements (Ed Spec)  
 
N/A 
 
5.8.1 Technology and communications criteria  
 
The school program will necessitate a Wi-Fi connection in all classrooms and a SMART TV and DVD 
player. Each classroom will also be equipped with a projector and a computer for the teacher. We will 
have a classroom set of laptops that can be reserved by a teacher. Contingent upon additional 
technology donations (we have a pending partnership), we will also have a few classroom desktops. 
 
5.8.2 Power criteria  
 
N/A at this time 
 
5.8.3 Lighting and day lighting criteria 
 
As New Mexico has a very sunny climate, we will make use of skylights and windows to save on energy 
costs and also to create an inviting environment for students. This lighting will provide excellent visibility 
for student tasks. 
  
 
5.8.4 Environmental conditioning criteria  



 
Each classroom will have heating, air conditioning, and ventilation that will maintain the classroom 
temperature between 68 and 75 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
5.8.5 Classroom acoustics criteria  
 
The classrooms will be sufficiently soundproofed to ensure that the sound level does not exceed 55 
decibels as dictated by the New Mexico Adequacy Standards. 
 
5.8.6 Furnishing and equipment criteria  
 
A desk will be provided in each classroom for the teacher as well as an ergonomic chair. As there will be 
20 students per classroom, there will be 20 chairs per classroom. At the elementary level, each student 
will have an individual desk that will provide space for books and supplies. At the middle school level, 
students will be seated four to a table for cooperative learning (5 tables per classroom). Each classroom 
will also have a whiteboard. Other miscellaneous items include but are not limited to: administrative 
desks and chairs, printers, an industrial copier, a fax machine, computer tables, bookcases, cabinets, and 
office and classroom supplies. 
 
5.8.7 Table types  
 
See previous. 
 
5.8.8 Storage types  
 
As stated in the storage requirements per student, adequate storage space will be provided in each 
classroom, and each teacher can decide how to best utilize that space whether it be in the form of 
bookshelves, cabinets, drawers, etc. A general storage room will also be situated in the building to 
accommodate additional supplies. 
 
5.8.9 Criteria sheets  
 
N/A at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT A - City of Rio Rancho 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT B - Town of Bernalillo 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT C - Village of Corrales 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT D - Sandoval County 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT E - Rio Rancho Public Schools 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT F - Bernalillo Public Schools 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT G - UNM West 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT H - CNM Rio Rancho 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT H - CNM Rio Rancho (continued) 
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