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Dear Dr. Romero: 

Thank you for an opportunity to provide comment on proposed NMAC 

6.19.4.  We would ask that you consider our comments below.  Our overall 

comment is that we believe that parts of the proposed rule looks to impede the 

authorizing functions of charter authorizers under the Charter School Act 

NMSA 22-8B-1 et.sea. and looks to assert authority for the Public Education 

Department (PED) that belongs to charter school authorizers.  We propose 

clarifying language to ensure that the lines between authorizers and your 

ability to take action as Secretary are clear.  We believe that the clarification 

can be addressed quite easily. 

Our comments related to 6.19.4.12 B.  Any action that may impact the charter 

contract between the charter authorizer and a charter school are required by the Charter 

School Act to be addressed by the charter authorizer, not PED.  Specifically, any concern 

related to charter schools under B.(1), (2) and (6) must be directed to the charter authorizer.  

The charter authorizer must then ensure that charter school remedies the concern consistent 

with the charter contract so that the PED can provide accreditation. 

We suggest the following revisions of this section: 
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 B. In addition to conferring disapproval accreditation status upon 

a local school district, non-charter public school or educational program of a 

state institution, the department may:  

(1) require a locally developed plan to correct the organizational or 

programmatic deficiencies contributing to disapproval; 

 (2) direct the organizational and educational program planning of 

the local school district or public school; 

 (3) suspend from authority and responsibility the school board, 

superintendent, or school principal pursuant to Section 22-2-14 NMSA 1978; 

 (4) notifythe department may bring action in the district court for 

an order of consolidation of school districts, pursuant to Section 22-4-3 

NMSA 1978; 

 (5) close the school; or 

 (6) execute other remedies in the public school code that may be 

appropriate. 

 

 C. If the department confers disapproval accreditation status upon 

a charter school, the department  

 (1) may suspend personnel from authority and responsibility 

pursuant to Section 22-2-14 NMSA 1978; 

(2) may execute other remedies in the public school code provided 

to the department secretary or the department that may be appropriate; and 

 (3) shall request that the charter school’s authorizer for purposes of 

(a) ensure that the charter school develop a plan to correct 

the organizational or programmatic deficiencies contributing to disapproval 

or, if the school fails to provide an adequate plan for the PED to approve 

accreditation, direct the organizational and educational program planning 

changes needed for accreditation to be provided by the PED; 

(b) if appropriate, consider suspension, revocation, or non-

renewal of the charter of a state-chartered or locally chartered school, as 

provided for in Paragraph (5) of Subsection K of Section 22-8B-12 NMSA 

1978;  

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

Sincerely, 

 

e/Alan Brauer 
Chair, Public Education Commission 
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