


Governing Body Member Change Notification Form
Submit this form and all supporting documents to charter.schools@ped.nm.gov

The Charter Contract was entered into by and between the New Mexico Public Education
Commission (PEC) and North Valley Academy, hereafter "the school," effective on
09/21/2023.

Current Governing Body Members and Positions: William Duran - Council Chair, Victor
Marthe - Vice Chair, Thomas Walmsey - Member, Ellen Argyres, - Member

Governing Body Member(s) Resigning or Removed: Gayle Edwards - resigned 08/30/23,
Christopher Brown - removed 03/04/2024

New Governing Body Member(s) and Position(s): Christopher Brown - Member, Jackie
Kinnunen - Member, Crystal Sanchez - Member

Contact information for New Governing Body Member(s) (phone, email): Christopher
Brown: (505) 250-6419, cbrown@nvanm.org; Jackie Kinnunen: (505) 309-6666,
jkinnunen@nvanm.org; Crystal Sanchez: (505) 414-1612, csanchez@nvanm.org

Is the school requesting an extension to fill a vacancy: ☐ yes X no
If so, provide date of vacancy: Click or tap here to enter text.

Number of personnel changes (Head Administrator/Business Manager/Procurement
Officer, Governing Board Member), including this change, submitted to PEC in the last 12
months: 4 new board members

Effective Date: 02/01/2024

The school's notification is hereby submitted by:

Signature of School Representative: ___________________________ Date: 01/31/2024

Signature of Governing Board Chair: __________________________ Date: 01/31/2024

For PEC/CSD use only

PEC Meeting Date:

Agenda: ☐ Consent (typical) ☐ Regular (unusual circumstance)

The school’s notification was: ☐ Accepted ☐ Rejected (provide reason)

Electronic signature of CSD Director: _________________________ Date: _____________
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August 30, 2022

Will Duran

NVA Governing Council

7939 Fourth Street NW

Los Ranchos, NM 87107

Dear Will,

With great regret, I am writing you to inform you of my resignation from the NVA Governing

Council.

I am now working full time and getting a Master’s in Nursing. My new position does not allow

me to have the time off required to be present for board meetings. I also face the continued

challenge of single parenting and getting my children to and from activities in the evenings

when our meetings occur. As a result, it is best to make room for someone who has the time

required to serve NVA.

It has been an amazing experience to serve on this board. I will miss being a part of this talented

team. I am proud of everything we have accomplished during my time of service. I know the

school is in good hands. I will continue to support NVA in every way possible.

If I can be of any assistance in the time it takes to fill the position, please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Gayle Edward



 

 

Mr. William Duran, Board Chair  
North Valley Academy  
7939 4th St NW  
Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, NM 87114  
 
ATTN: Mr. Christopher Brown  
 
Dear Mr. Brown, 
 
I am writing to inform you that on February 22, 2024, the North Valley Academy Governing Council 
voted to remove you from its board in accordance with section 3.4 of its bylaws:  
 
“The GC may remove any Member at any time with a simple majority vote of the GC for any reason it 
deems in the best interests of the School. There is no appeal or recourse for removal by the GC.”  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
William Duran, Board Chair 
North Valley Academy 
 
cc:  Julie Geldmacher, Head Administrator  



North Valley Academy Charter School
Governing Council – Regular Meeting

February 22, 2024
4:30 pm

A. OPENING BUSINESS

The meeting was called to order at 4:33 pm by Governing Council Chair Will Duran and initiated by roll
call and the Pledge of Allegiance. This meeting of the Governing Council was held virtually through
Zoom. Members in attendance: Will Duran – Chair, Thomas Walmsley, Crystal Sanchez, Ellen Argyres and
Jackie Kinnunen. Administrative staff present: Julie Geldmacher – Principal, Sarah Piña – CFO, Derek
Davis – Dean of Instruction, Tammy Hernandez – Dean of Students, and Dan Hill – Legal Counsel. Duran
announced that a quorum was present.

Walmsley made a motion to approve the agenda. Motion was seconded by Duran. Roll call vote: Duran
– Aye, Walmsley – Aye, Sanchez – Aye, Kinnunen - Aye.

Walmsley made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 25th regular meeting pending a
correction to the date under D2. Motion was seconded by Duran. Roll call vote: Duran – Aye, Walmsley
– Aye, Sanchez – Aye, Kinnunen - Aye.

B. ACTION ITEMS

1. Piña presented BAR 504-000-2324-0014-I – Public School Capital Outlay in the amount of $32,791;
BAR 504-000-2324-0015-I – Title II in the amount of $2,233. Duran made a motion to approve BARS as
presented. Motion was seconded by Walmsley. Roll call vote: Duran – Aye, Walmsley – Aye, Sanchez –
Aye, Kinnunen – Aye, Argyres – Aye.

2. Piña presented the A/P and Payroll Vouchers. Walmsley made a motion to approve the AP and Payroll
vouchers for January as presented. Motion was seconded by Argyres. Roll call vote: Duran – Aye,
Walmsley – Aye, Sanchez – Aye, Kinnunen – Aye, Argyres – Aye.

3. Piña requested the Activity Account Balance Assignment be delayed due to technical issues. Duran
made a motion to move this action item to the March agenda. Motion was seconded by Argyres. Roll
call vote: Duran – Aye, Walmsley – Aye, Sanchez – Aye, Kinnunen – Aye, Argyres – Aye.

4. Geldmacher announced that Council member Christopher Brown had not completed the Affidavit of
Governing Body Member or Assurances and had not attended a Governing Council meeting since he was
voted on the Council in September. Duran made a motion to vote Christopher Brown off the Council.
Motion was seconded by Walmsley. Roll call vote: Duran – Aye, Walmsley – Aye, Sanchez – Aye,
Kinnunen – Aye, Argyres - Aye.

C. DISCUSSION ITEMS

1. Geldmacher presented the Head Administrator report. Student enrollment was 273 on the 120th day
of school. The lottery is open and posted on the website. Letters of Intent to Return to NVA will be



sent to families in March. Staff attended professional development on Tuesday, February 20, that
included training in restorative practices and strategies and techniques for teaching English Language
Learners. PED annual site visit is scheduled for May 2, 2024. Kindergarten Open House will be on
February 29th. Middle School students have attended two outdoor field trips with Cottonwood Gulch.
Fourth grade students are participating in weekly rehearsals with the National Dance Institute. The
Kids Cook program will be expanded to include PreK and middle school students for the 2024-2025
school year. Geldmacher introduced Samantha Gonzales, Director of Compliance and Training, with
DMH Law.
Davis gave an instructional update that included Istation data and the structure of the Professional
Learning Committees.

2. Hernandez presented the Equity Council report. The Council is planning the funding for a presentation
from a local author, a field trip to the National Hispanic Cultural Center, and art projects. The Council
has one new member. Hernandez is attending Embracing Equity meetings with the PED.
Hernandez reported attendance rates of 96.5% for middle school and 95.9% for elementary students.

3.Pina presented an update on facilities. The Facility Master Plan expires at the end of this school year.

4.Piña presented the financial statements and reports for the period ending January 31, 2024.

5.Reminder for all Council members to complete training hours.

D. CLOSING BUSINESS

1. Agenda items for the next meeting can be emailed to Geldmacher.

2. Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 28, 2024.

3. Meeting adjourned at 5:21 p.m.




