














You don't often get email from virginia@dreamdine.org. Learn why this is important

From: Davis, Nicola, PED
To: Olona-Elwell, Bianca, PED
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Resignation
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:36:33 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
From: Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:11 AM
To: Virginia Johnson <virginia@dreamdine.org>
Cc: Davis, Nicola, PED <nicola.davis@ped.nm.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Resignation

 
Thank you, Virginia. Thank you for your service and dedication to your school and
community. I am sorry to see such a dedicated board member leave.
 
Thank you and remember, Charter Schools are public schools!
 
Missy Brown | Charter Schools Ed Admin Supervisor
Charter Schools Division
Options for Parent and Families Bureau
Melissa.brown@ped.nm.gov
New Mexico Public Education Department
300 Don Gaspar Ave. | Santa Fe, NM 87501 
C: (505) 551-2879 | Anti-Racism/Anti-Oppression Portal
 

 

EQUITY • EXCELLENCE • RELEVANCE

 
From: Virginia Johnson <virginia@dreamdine.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:06 AM
To: Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Resignation

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

 
Hello Melissa,
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> GALLING






This is to inform the PED that I am no longer on the Dream Dine Governing Council.
Sincerely,
Virginia Kirk
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Virginia Johnson <virginia@dreamdine.org>
Date: Tue, Nov 26, 2024 at 8:55 AM
Subject: Resignation
To: Donna Fernandez <donna@dreamdine.org>, Daniela Allen
<daniela@dreamdine.org>, Talibah Begay <bookingtalibahbegay@gmail.com>,
Veronica Tso <veronica@dreamdine.org>, Nadine Chatto <nadine@dreamdine.org>

Yah-ya-hey,
This is my official letter of resignation from the Dream Dine Governing Council. Effective
immediately.
 
Virginia Kirk
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You don't often get email from daniela@dreamdine.org. Learn why this is important

From: Davis, Nicola, PED
To: Olona-Elwell, Bianca, PED
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Re: Legal team memo.
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:36:49 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
From: Daniela Allen <daniela@dreamdine.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:55 AM
To: Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov>
Cc: Chavez, Corina, PED <Corina.Chavez2@ped.nm.gov>; Davis, Nicola, PED <nicola.davis@ped.nm.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Legal team memo.

 

Thank you for your support!
 
On Tue, Nov 26, 2024 at 9:53 AM Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov> wrote:

Dear Daniela,
 
It is a shame to lose such a dedicated board member and officer. Thank you so much for your board service. You have made a lasting, positive impact on your community.
 
Thank you and remember, Charter Schools are public schools!
 
Missy Brown | Charter Schools Ed Admin Supervisor
Charter Schools Division
Options for Parent and Families Bureau
Melissa.brown@ped.nm.gov
New Mexico Public Education Department
300 Don Gaspar Ave. | Santa Fe, NM 87501 
C: (505) 551-2879 | Anti-Racism/Anti-Oppression Portal
 

 

EQUITY • EXCELLENCE • RELEVANCE

 
From: Daniela Allen <daniela@dreamdine.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 8:21 AM
To: Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Legal team memo.

 
Thank u so much, the school admin and her team want what they want, we, as a board really tried hard to keep the mission/vision of the school as a priority but unfortunately they want
what they want and disregard US as a board, and I have come to the realization that it will not change. According to their legal counsel and "fine print" I do not see but its verbiage in there
that I cannot serve as a GC due to having been voted on as a parent two years ago, and no longer have my child there, and I cannot serve as a community member. It is with a heavy heart I
have put in my resignation as GC and VP, I pray they find k'é, hózho and a new GC that are non Bias and understand what our contract with the PED really means, and work for our kids
and community.
 
Again thank you for your support,
 
Ahéhee 
Daniela Allen
 
On Tue, Nov 26, 2024 at 7:48 AM Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov> wrote:

We understand Daniela. I spoke with Donna yesterday and told her that I am happy to help with reviewing your bylaws if you all would like.
 
Thank you and remember, Charter Schools are public schools!
 
Missy Brown | Charter Schools Ed Admin Supervisor
Charter Schools Division
Options for Parent and Families Bureau
Melissa.brown@ped.nm.gov
New Mexico Public Education Department
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300 Don Gaspar Ave. | Santa Fe, NM 87501 
C: (505) 551-2879 | Anti-Racism/Anti-Oppression Portal
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From: Daniela Allen <daniela@dreamdine.org> 
Sent: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:38 PM
To: Chavez, Corina, PED <Corina.Chavez2@ped.nm.gov>; Brown, Melissa, PED <Melissa.Brown@ped.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Legal team memo.

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening attachments.

Good late evening my apologies we received this email from Nadine and I didn't realize that there was a client privilege attached to this letter she shared with us, I believe we will
discuss when and if we will share with your legal team at PED so if we're able to disregard my attachment and email until we decide as a board what our next steps should be, it's just
been so frustrating and overwhelming dealing with everything and trying to keep my head up as a Governing Council member. 
 
Your understanding would be greatly appreciated.
 
On Mon, Nov 25, 2024 at 10:06 PM Daniela Allen <daniela@dreamdine.org> wrote:

I was not aware of that til just now.. 
 
On Mon, Nov 25, 2024 at 10:05 PM Daniela Allen <daniela@dreamdine.org> wrote:

My apologies... I guess I should not have sent that to you... it's client privileges... 
 
On Mon, Nov 25, 2024 at 6:04 PM Daniela Allen <daniela@dreamdine.org> wrote:

This is what we are dealing with, we should be able to serve as a governing council member no where does it state we need to be in a radius or if I'm not a parent voice I cannot sit
on the board. There is some nepotism happening here.
 
Ahéhee
Daniela Allen 
 
On Mon, Nov 25, 2024 at 5:45 PM Nadine Chatto <nadine@dreamdine.org> wrote:

In keeping within compliance of our charter contract, it is necessary to ensure we are following our bylaws. Anyone can come in and challenge the way we run business. I
informed our attorney to ensure we get back on track and remain in-compliance. 
 
Nadine
 
--
Nadine M. Chatto
Head Administrator
Dream Dine' Charter School
505-368-2500
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DREAM DINÉ CHARTER SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL Special MEETING
Monday, December 9, 2024—6:30 PM

Dream Diné Charter School, Shiprock, NM

Topic: DREAM DINÉ CHARTER SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL Special MEETING
Time: Dec 9, 2024 06:30 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87231726107?pwd=dHx8qaDStGMcaWbaUXD7wwPSIdykrL.

1

Meeting ID: 872 3172 6107
Passcode: 890272

---

One tap mobile
+12532158782,,87231726107#,,,,*890272# US (Tacoma)
+13462487799,,87231726107#,,,,*890272# US (Houston)

---

Dial by your location
• +1 360 209 5623 US
• +1 386 347 5053 US
• +1 507 473 4847 US

Meeting ID: 872 3172 6107
Passcode: 890272

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kej1HCA5Uc

Dream Diné Charter School’s Governing Council meets once per month on the fourth
Monday at 6 PM. Due to COVID-19, board meetings will be held by teleconference. The
Governing Council and employees of the Dream Diné Charter School shall meet via the
Zoom meeting platform or at Dream Diné Charter School. Members of the public who
wish to access this open meeting may do so by clicking on the Zoom link or calling the
phone number listed above.

Our Mission
Dream Diné is a place-based elementary school where the Diné (Navajo) culture,
language and history are the foundation of an experiential curriculum. Through a
dual-language program, we will nurture strong, compassionate, bilingual young
people who are committed to their personal and community health, wellness,
relationships and progress.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87231726107?pwd=dHx8qaDStGMcaWbaUXD7wwPSIdykrL.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87231726107?pwd=dHx8qaDStGMcaWbaUXD7wwPSIdykrL.1


Minutes

A. Call Meeting to order: 6:53 PM
B. Roll Call

a. Governing Council Members:
i. Veronica Tso, President - Present
ii. Vacant, Vice President
iii. Vacant, Secretary
iv. Vacant, Member
v. Talibah Begay, Member - Present

b. Staff
i. Nadine Chatto, Head Administrator - Present
ii. Charlotte Archuleta, Financial Manager - Not Present

C. Opening Comments: Talibah said she hopes we have a good meeting. (switched
to Navajo) Start in a positive way.

D. Approval of Agenda: Nadine Chatto read the agenda for the record.

Motion to approve… Agenda
without modification

Veronica
Tso

Talibah
Begay

Motion to Approve X

Second Motion X

Vote For X X

Vote Against

Vote Abstain

Motion carries with 2 voting for, 0 against and 0 abstaining

E. Approval of Minutes:
a. DD Special Meeting 11/18/24
b. DD Regular GC Meeting 11/25/24

Motion to approve… deferment
of two meeting minutes to Dec.

Veronica
Tso

Talibah
Begay

https://dreamdine.org/council-doc/2024-nov-18/
https://dreamdine.org/council-doc/2024-nov-25/


16, 2024.

Motion to Approve X

Second Motion X

Vote For X X

Vote Against

Vote Abstain

Motion carries with 2 voting for, 0 against and 0 abstaining

F. Public Comments (limit time to 3 minutes) No public comments.
G. Discussion and Possible Action Items

a. Governing Council (GC):
i. Acknowledgement of membership resignations: D. Allen, D. Fernandez,

V. Kirk
Mrs. Allen, Ms. Fernandez and Ms. Kirk submitted their resignations on

November 26, 2024. They were submitted to the Public Charter Division. Mrs. Tso
asked if we need to do an action item on the three individuals that resigned. Mrs.
Chatto commented that they are not up for approval, it just gets submitted back
to the Public Charter Division and we’re supposed to do that within 30 days of
them resigning. Letters have been submitted and we’re just acknowledging it.

ii. K. Johnson - new membership
Mrs. Tso stated Mr. Johnson sent his letter of interest and resume a

couple of months ago. Mrs. Chatto commented that Kerby Johnson submitted his
letter of interest and resume. He did participate in two of the meetings as a
guest. I believe it was in November and October’s meeting. We had held off on
bringing anybody on board, but at this point we have only two members. And so
with his interest, we would like to have him back as a member with Dream Dine’
Charter School. Talibah Begay commented about Mr. Johnson being a president
of another school. She asked for clarification. Mrs. Chatto responded, Mr,
Johnson is serving with the Northern Tribally Controlled School and is not locally
a part of their membership. He is a part of the membership with Kinteel, Aztec
and it is a tribal school and not a public school. We did confirm that. Talbah had
another question. How are we advertising for GC membership? It was advertised
by word of mouth. We were looking more at community members to join.
Talibah also commented if we had any parent interest. Mrs. Chatto stated that
we do have a couple of parents who are interested but hesitant. They want to
know more about what the board is about. We do have a vacancy for a parent
and we do have an HPAC meeting.



Motion to approve…Kerby
Johnson as a GC Member

Veronica
Tso

Talibah
Begay

Motion to Approve X

Second Motion X

Vote For X X

Vote Against

Vote Abstain

Motion carries with 2 voting for, 0 against and 0 abstaining

iii. V. Tso - renew membership
Mrs. Tso stated she did not have her letter of interest submitted yet. She

asked that she defer renewal and that she has until the end of the month to
serve as a member. She does have time to get her letter in. Mr. Johnson said he
was ok with getting her membership approved today so we can get the school
moving forward. Talibah Begay said it was ok with her to serve now or we can
wait.

Motion to approve…deferment
of Mrs. Tso’s renewal
membership to Dec. 16, 2024

Veronica
Tso

Talibah
Begay

Kerby
Johnson

Motion to Approve X

Second Motion X

Vote For X X

Vote Against

Vote Abstain X

Motion carries with 2 voting for, 0 against and 1 abstaining

b. List of Annual Compliance Requirements in Performance Framework &
Annual Report

We are now a State Charter as of July 1, 2024. We are going to be staying as a state
charter until 2029 when we go up for reauthorization again. Mrs. Chatto gave a little
history about reauthorization and contract negotiations with the Public Charter Division.
We had a list of compliances we are required to uphold and it's a part of our
Performance Framework. They do an annual report every year. So that was supposed to
have been done by October 1st and of course it wasn’t done due to some turmoil. We



need to make sure this is a part of our agenda and we need to go through it. There is a
form that we have to review and make sure we are following it. If we are not, we need to
make corrections. We were shown the transition checklist that we went through
reauthorization. We are now using a new form and it was shared with us. Just a side
note… As new board members, Mr. Johnson, there are some documents we need to go
through. We can set some time aside for you to review. The compliance certification was
reviewed with supporting documents on the website. Mrs. Chatto will be meeting with
the Public Charter Commision concerning the lateness of this compliance document.
Governing Board members will review and submit questions before the next meeting.

We do have a visitor, Adam Begaye, a board candidate on the call. We will be adding him
on December 16th for membership.
Mr. Begaye introduced himself and commented he has shared an interest in being on the
governing council.

H. Next Governing Council Meeting: December 16, 2024 @ 6 PM
I. Closing Comments: Mr. Morris commented that he acknowledged the effort and

movement of the Governing Council membership of our school. I know it is a
challenge. Very appreciative on moving forward and filling the positions as
quickly as possible. Mr. Johnson gave his humble thanks to the board members
and everybody here. He looks forward to working with everyone and to continue
in making Dream Dine’ one of the best charter schools out here in the Northern
reservation. He looks forward to helping us and thank you so much for this great
opportunity. He really appreciates it, from the bottom of his heart. He also
stated he has a soft spot for education, especially for Native kids. Thank you so
much. He loves learning new things.
We lost Talibah, GC member, before adjournment.

J. Adjournment @ 6:45 PM

Motion to approve…
adjournment at 6:45 PM

Veronica
Tso

Talibah
Begay

Kerby
Johnson

Motion to Approve X

Second Motion X

Vote For X X

Vote Against

Vote Abstain

Motion carries with 2 voting for, 0 against and 0 abstaining, Talibah Begay not
voting.




