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PURPOSE 
The New Mexico Public Education Departments (NMPED) Tribal Consultation Guidance serves as

a resource for New Mexico’s Local Education Agencies (LEAs), School Administrators, School
Boards, Educators, Tribal Leaders, and Tribal Departments of Education. This consultation guide

is intended to proactively address the unique educational needs of New Mexico’s Native
American students, families, and communities by working together in the spirit of cooperation

and collaboration. The State of New Mexico, NMPED, LEAs, and New Mexico’s 24 federally
recognized Native American Tribes, Nations, and Pueblos have a shared responsibility of

ensuring that Native American students will become academically prepared for college, career,
life, healthy, and secure in their identity. 




This document provides an overview of federal and state statutes and regulations, details non-regulatory guidance, and provides the

tools necessary to support successful tribal consultation efforts at the state and local levels. It is the goal of the department to ensure
that tribal consultation is a priority at all levels that impact Native American students and families, especially when developing,

implementing, and supporting impartial programs and services that will result in positive outcomes.

This guidance handbook is located on the NMPED website: https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/indian-education/tribal-consultation/



History of Indian Education timeline pg 7-12 

Purpose of Tribal Consultation Pg 15

Understanding Tribal Sovereignty PG 13

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/indian-education/tribal-consultation/


COMPONENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL TRIBAL CONSULTATION
The following are recommended for a successful outcome Page 16




Agenda Template Pg 24 

This guidance handbook is located on the NMPED website: https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/indian-education/tribal-consultation/

SUGGESTED TRIBAL CONSULTATION MEETING PROTOCOL PG  21



Tribal Consultation Checklist: To ensure timely and meaningful tribal consultation as well as enhanced positive
outcomes the NMPED, school districts, charter schools are encouraged to create a tribal consultation checklist

similar to the chart detailed here. PG 18



Cultural Consideration Checklist: This section is intended for NMPED, school district, and charter school staff
who are new, unfamiliar or may need a review or update with cultural considerations to keep in mind with

conducting tribal consultation with Native American students and families, tribes, nations, and pueblos. PG 19
:
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