






 

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS 
Governing Council Meeting 

Wednesday, January 29, 2025, from 2:15 – 3:15 pm Meeting 
New Mexico School for the Arts—High School 

500 Montezuma Ave., Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Meeting Minutes  

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95509397432 
 

NMSA provides access to a rigorous mastery arts and academic high school education for youth with passion and aptitude in the 
arts, leading to post-secondary learning, careers in the arts, and lives that contribute to society. 
 
We acknowledge New Mexico School for the Arts resides on the ancestral home of Pueblo People. This region is named O’ga P’ogeh 
in the Tewa language, meaning “white shell water place.” We acknowledge the sacred relationship of the Tewa people to water, 
land, and non-human relations and the long history and culture of Indigenous people on this Earth and in this region. We are 
committed to preserving those relationships through continuing education and community partnerships at NMSA. 
 
1. Call to Order      Michael Kaplan   

 
Dr. Michael Kaplan called the meeting to order at 2:15 pm. 

                  
2. Reading of Mission Statement and Land Acknowledgement      Michael Kaplan  

 
 Dr. Michael Kaplan read the Mission Statement to the Council. 
 
3. Governing Council Attendance as Indicated on Sign-In Sheet & Roll Call     Michael Kaplan  

 
NMSA Council Members Present: 
Dr. Michael Kaplan, Chair – present  
Mr. Bill Beacham, Vice Chair – present  
Ms. Trina Raper – present  
Dr. Cynthia Nava – excused  
Mrs. Chelamia Quintana – present via Zoom 
Ms. Doddie Espinosa de Ortega, Secretary – present  
 
NMSA High School Staff:  
Mr. Eric Crites, Head of School 
Ms. Alyssa Romero, Asst. Business Manager 

 
Public:  
Representative from NMSA Junior Class 

 
4. Discussion and Possible Action on Agenda      Michael Kaplan  

 
Dr. Michael Kaplan presented the Agenda and said he would entertain a motion on this item. 
 
Mrs. Doddie Espinosa de Ortega moved to approve the Agenda. Ms. Trina Raper seconded the motion. Dr. Michael 
Kaplan asked if there was any discussion on the motion. No further discussion was needed. 
 
The Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
5. Public Forum      Michael Kaplan  
 

Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there were any members of the Public present. A representative from NMSA’s Junior Class 
appeared before the Council to discuss student concerns regarding recent developments in federal policy. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95509397432


 

6. Discussion and Possible Action on Resignation of Cynthia Nava from the Governing Council  Michael Kaplan 
 
Dr. Michael Kaplan reported to the Council that Dr. Cynthia Nava had submitted a letter of resignation to Dr. Kaplan. Dr. 
Kaplan presented Dr. Nava’s resignation for discussion and possible action and said he would entertain a motion on her 
resignation.  
 
Mr. Bill Beacham moved to accept the resignation of Dr. Cynthia Nava from the NMSA Governing Council. Mrs. Doddie 
Espinosa de Ortega seconded the motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the 
motion. A discussion followed. 
 
The Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

7. Discussion and Possible Action on Revised Non-Discrimination Statement    Michael Kaplan  
 

Mr. Eric Crites presented the Revised Non-Discrimination Statement for discussion and possible action. Dr. Kaplan said he 
would entertain a motion on this item. 
 
Mrs. Doddie Espinosa de Ortega moved to approve the Revised Non-Discrimination Statement and to direct Mr. Crites to 
replace the current Non-Discrimination Statement wherever it exists with the Revised Non-Discrimination Statement. 
Ms. Trina Raper seconded the motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the 
motion. No further discussion was needed. 
 
The Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
8. Discussion and Possible Action on Policy on Student Protection – Immigration Status   Michael Kaplan 
 

Mr. Eric Crites presented the Policy on Student Protection – Immigration Status for discussion and possible action. A 
discussion followed. Dr. Kaplan said he would entertain a motion on this item. 
 
Mr. Bill Beacham moved to approve the Policy on Student Protection – Immigration Status. Ms. Trina Raper seconded the 
motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the motion. No further discussion was 
needed. 
 
The Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
9. Discussion and Possible Action on Resolution – Student Protection – Immigration Status  Michael Kaplan 
 

Mr. Eric Crites presented the Resolution – Student Protection – Immigration Status for discussion and possible action. A 
discussion followed. Dr. Kaplan said he would entertain a motion on this item. 

 
Ms. Trina Raper moved to approve the Resolution – Student Protection – Immigration Status. Mrs. Doddie Espinosa de 
Ortega seconded the motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the motion.  
 
The Council unanimously approved the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

10. Discussion and Possible Action on Resolution – LGBTQ+ Students and Staff    Michael Kaplan 
 

Mr. Eric Crites presented the Resolution – LGBTQ+ Students and Staff for discussion and possible action. A discussion 
followed. Dr. Kaplan said he would entertain a motion on this item.  
 



 

Mr. Bill Beacham moved to approve the Resolution – LGBTQ+ Students and Staff. Mrs. Doddie Espinosa de Ortega 
seconded the motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the motion. No further 
discussion was needed. 
 
The Council unanimously approved the motion 
 
The motion carried. 

 
11. Executive Session          Michael Kaplan  
 

There was no need for an Executive Session at this meeting. 
 

12. Adjournment           Michael Kaplan  
 

Mrs. Doddie Espinosa de Ortega made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Trina Raper seconded the motion. No 
discussion needed on the motion.    
 
The Council Unanimously Approved the Motion 
 
The motion carried.  
 
Dr. Michael Kaplan declared the meeting adjourned at 3:20 pm. 

 
 
____________________________________________               ________________________________________________________ 
Ms. Alyssa Romero, Assistant Business Manager/Date Mrs. Doddie Espinosa de Ortega, Governing Council, Secretary/Date  
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