10 Themes of

1. Indigenous student identity and representation
Strategies/Resources

2. Connecting tribal communities and schools:

Culture, language, and food
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A set of overarching topics to help educators direct their focus as they consider the complex identities and
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8 Indigenous Instructional Scope Tenets

2 program

lived realities of their indigenous students, which include educator actions (elements) and considerations.

Tenet 2

(cET 1]
Understanding

Tenet 1

Holistic
Learning

Support

Promotion of the
educators

whole student
Understand

historical trauma

and colonialism

Comprehend
Indigenous
student identity

All students can
succeed

Collaboration
with tribal
S preparation
Experiential
rograms
learning builds prog
community

Learning spaces
relate to
community and
Indigenous
teachings

Inclusive learning
environment

Tenet 3

Language
and Stories

Use of oral
traditions

Understand the
diversity and
validity of all

tribal languages

Understand
bilingual or
multilingual
students’ learning
and
communication

Create spaces for
students to use
their tribal
languages

Commit to
revitalize local
tribal language(s)
and culture

Tenet 4

Culture and
Cultural
Expression

Recognize the
complexity and
diversity of
Indigenous
cultures

Understand
Indigenous
student identity

Responsibility and
accountability to
community

Understand and

foster Indigenous

belonging

Understand
cultural

competency and

awareness
framework

Tenet 5

Community
and Family
Engagement

Collaborate and
work with elders

Engagement of
families, establish
beneficial
relationships

Understand
service and giving
back to
community

Acknowledge only
what is shared
and credit
appropriate

sources

Understand
urban Indigenous
families and
communities

Tenet 6

Indigenous
Ways of
Knowing

Understand
nature is a
teacher

Understand
responsibility to
take care of the

land and
environment

Honor the elders,
knowledge
holders, and
cultural leaders

The Indigenous Instructional Scope was written by a committee of
Indigenous people from across New Mexico who were nominated by
their tribal leaders in collaboration with NM educators and NMPED.

Tenet 7

Culturally
Relevant
Teaching

Acknowledge
accurate tribal
information that
can be shared
publicly

Understand
Indigenous equity
and inclusion

Understand
principles of
instructional
practices and
pedagogical
approaches

Assure that
Indigenous
students see
themselves in the
curriculum and
lesson planning

Understand how
to approach the
community in a
respectful and
appropriate
manner

The 10 Themes of Strategies and Resources are represented within the sun, as they nourish and strengthen the 8

Tenets. The corn symbolizes the individual tenets, with their connection grounded beneath the earth, highlighting their
foundational role. The rainbow reflects the crucial role of water, emphasizing the importance of consistent partnerships

Click here or scan the QR code to visit the NM Indigenous Instructional Scope page to read the scope in its entirety
and to access additional resources. Contact Sunni Costello (sathya.costello@ped.nm.gov) for support.

with families and communities that feed the growth of the corn.

9. Teacher dispositions
internal resources and events

10. School district and charter school

Tenet 8

Contemporary

Relevance

Highlight
Indigenous
culture is alive

Acknowledge
current
representations

Understand
privilege, bias,
omission, and

misrepresentation

Respect of tribal
sovereignty

Understand
connection with
federal Indian
policies

Understand
complexities of
being a modern

Indigenous

person
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/curriculum-instruction/new-mexico-instructional-scope-nmis/new-mexico-indigenous-scope/
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The New Mexico Indigenous Instructional Scope (NMIIS) is a tool designed to support educators in providing culturally
and linguistically responsive educational experiences for Indigenous students. Developed by a committee of
Indigenous representatives and educators, the NMIIS 2.0 includes 8 tenets that guide educators in addressing the
complex identities and lived realities of their Indigenous students. Each tenet comprises elements (actions for cultural
responsiveness) and considerations (ideas to drive instruction), along with strategies and resources to integrate into
daily planning and instruction. The scope aims to respect and incorporate the unique cultural and linguistic
backgrounds of students from the 23 sovereign Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations in New Mexico, ensuring equitable
education and holistic success for all students. The NMIIS remains a living resource, updated based on feedback from
educators, tribes, elders, students and communities to continuously improve educational practices across our state.

Guidance

Tenets
Tool

Overview

A comprehensive
guide for navigating
the 8 tenets on the

Indigenous

, anguage, and traditions as part of their

Elements Considerations.
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An overview of the 8
tenets, guiding
educators to address
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Forward

Aliving document
that celebrates the
contributions of the
steering committee
of tribal
representatives and
NM educator
working group,
highlighting the

significance of their

role in shaping the
scope.

Click here or scan the QR code to visit the NM Indigenous
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implementation.

Narration

A document
highlighting the
collaborative
development of the
scope, with Version
1.0 for tribal
representatives and
Version 2.0 for
educators, ensuring
cultural authenticity
and impact.
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Instructional Scope page to read the scope in its entirety and to
access additional resources.
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Contact Sunni Costello (sathya.costello@ped.nm.gov) for support.
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